
' yiJNDHOEK, March 20, (Reuter): The am 
sason Africa s last colony today when South 
AfnM lowers its flag over Namibia to make way 
for the worid’s newest independent nation. 
Scora of foreign delegations Docked into the 

normally sleepy capital of the vast desert 
•' territory to see Pretoria band over power at 
• tmdmghtto a government fed by the left-leaning 
South Africa People s Organisation (Swapo). 
^UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
C ucHa r, who arrived yesterday, win preside 
over celebrations which bring to an end the 
world body's most expensive and most snccess- 
fiupeacekeeping. 

. jfhe UN mission to supervise the transition to 
. independence began in near-disaster last April 


becomes independent 


when South African troops killed hundreds of 
Swapo goemHa* who had crossed the border 
from Angola- 

Flights carrying presidents, prime ministers 
and cabinet ministers from most countries oft 
he world arrived every few minutes in sweltering 
heat at the dusty airport outside the territory's 
capital Windhoek. 

A beaming Namibian President-elect Sam 
Nnjoma walked tirelessly back and forth across 
the tarmac to greet his guests who will witness 
the final lowering of the South African flag. 

Kuwait's Deputy Premier and Foreign Mini- 
ster Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmed arrived m' Wind- 
hoek. today to join the world leaders.. 

He was greeted at the airport by Namibia’s 


premier and foreign minister. 

Nujoma, who ted the Swapo in a 23-year 
guerrilla war against Pretoria's rule, win be 
sworn in tomorrow as the first president of the 
new independent state. 

“Namibia can set an example to South Africa 
and the rest of the world — that is a great source 
ofjoy to me," said veteran US civil rights leader 
Jesse Jackson, one of a long list of foreign ami- 
apartheid activists invited to the celebrations. 

After the colourful airport reception, with 
military guards ofhonour and traditional tribal 
dancing, the leaders beaded for Windhoek to 
embark on hectic programmes of bilateral 
meetings. 

With the future of Namibia now successfully 


settled following a massive UN peacekeeping 
operation, they h«t other matters on their 
minds. 

At one of the meetings. US Secretary of Slate 
James Baker launched a diplomatic initiative 
for a ceasefire in Angola, Namibia's northern 
neighbour, during talks with Luanda's Marxist 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 

A senior US official said after the hour-long 
meeting, the highest-levd contact between the 
two countries, tnai Baker found a new flexibility 
in Dos Santos's position on a ceasefire with 
guerrillas of the rightist National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (Unita). 

See Paso 6 


MPsmeetin W. Beirut 


First time in 15 years of Lebanese history 


BEIRUT, March 20, (AP): Lebanon’s Parfiameat convened at its pre-civil war 
headquarters in downtown West Bennt today for the first time in nearly 15 years. 

The session, attended by 37 of the 72 surviving parliamentary deputies, 
elected the unicameral house’s 13 committees and voted a 40 per cent wage 
increase for civil servants. • - ■ 

Speaker Hussein Hussetni, a Shiite Muslim, scheduled another session at the same 


Major unveils budget 

UK raises booze tax 



LONDON, March 20, (Reuter): 
British Chancellor .of the 
; Exchequer; (Finance Minister) 
John Major raised taxes on 
cigarettes, alcohol aiid tobacco 
today in a budget he said would 
take no risks with inflation. . 

.. . Presen budget to . 
parUainenl, Major .said high 
interest iatescurrendy squeezing 
home QWTterswopldataynntitrt 
wassafetobringthemdownand 
keep them down. 

__Prime Minister- Margaret 
Thatcher ’^government has been 
using interest rates, which have 
doubled in the past 18 months to . 

- 15 per cent, to curb inflation and 
a credit-led consumer boom. 

But Major said inflation 
would rite at least one percentge 


Peres called 

OCCUPIED. JERUSALEM, March 20, (AP): President 
Chaim Herzog today named Labour Party leader Shimon Peres 
as the nation's prime minister-designate and gave him the 
difficult task of trying to form a new government , 

. Israel television broadcast live coverage of Herzog giving a 
tetter of nomination to the 66-year-old Peres, who headed 
the party’s stam ping popularity -• Israel’s government in 1984-6. 
with voters. V- -•*- - .. , Israeli law lefl Herzog with the authority to choose a can- 

r But be took a traditional path didate for prime minister. Fens has six weeks to form a new. 

to raise revenue by increasing ruling coalition, but it wasnot certain he would be able to bring 

duty by two pence (three cents) a together his leftist allies and Conservative religious factions, 

pinton beer.seven (1 1 cents)on a Labour won a no-confidence vote 60-55 last Thursday, 

bottle of wine, 10 per cent or 54 toppinga Likud-Labour coalition government that was led by 


pointfrom its current annual rate 
of 7.7 per cent before the end of 
the year but then fall below five 
percentm 1991. 

The ruling Conservatives had 
looked to Major to produce a 
budget thatjvouldcalmniervous; 
finBinagf ' marke ts and improve 
the party’s slumping .popularity 
with voters: 

But he took a traditibnal path 
to raise revenue by increasing 


bottle of wine, 10 per cent or 54 
pence-(87 cens) on a bottle of 
spirit, 10 pence (16 cents) on a 
packet of 20 dgarettesand 10 per 
cent on a gallon of petrol. 

(Continued on Page5) 


topping a Likud-Labour coalition government that was led by 
hardline Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, who will stay on as 
caretaker premier. 

The crisis arose over Shamir’s refusal to accept US proposals 
for starting a peace dialogue with Palestinians in Cairo. 

Peres was pledged to starting such talks immediately without 
further debate. (SeePage 7) 


19 die in new wave 
of Sikh violence 


CHANDIGARH, March 20, 
(AP): A powerful bomb 

exploded at a busy intersection in 
Punjab's main city of Chan- 
digarh today killing at least five 
people, police said. In separate 
incidents across the northern 
state 14 mote people died. 

Police blamed the deaths on 
Sikh militants who are leading a 


dent homeland. . 

The bomb exploded when it 
was being carried by two suspec- 
ted Sikh extremists traveling on a 
motors cooler. The explosion 
blew them apart and killed three 
bystanders, police said. 

At least 25 people were injured 
in the blast that damaged vehi- 
_cles and shattered windows of 
houses 1 00 metres (yards) away, 
police spokesman Ashok Kapur 

The dead included a pupil and 
three of the injured were in 
critical condition, he said. 

In separate incidents across 
the rich fanning state, at least 14 
pebple were killed stop last 
Sight, United News of India 
news agency reported. The 
deaths were blamed on Sian 

^Tte^piosion in Chandigrh 
occurred at 9: 10am (0340 GMT) 
in sector 22, the most densely 
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populated residential neighbour- 
hood of Chandigarh, the joint 
capital' of Punjab and Haryana 
states which abut each other. 

There was no immediate 
indication what the bomb's 
intended target might have been. 
Home Minister Mufti Moham- 
mad Sayeed had been scheduled 
to arrive in Chandigarh today for 
a tour of Punjab. 

Kapur said the two Sikhs who 
were carrying the bomb were 
believed to be “hardcore terror- 
ists.” He said identification was 
difficult because the bodies had 
been blown to pieces. 

Their molorscooter was des- 
troyed and parts of their bodies 
were flung 300 metres (yards) 
away, be said. 

Press Trust of India news 
agency said 15 vehicles were 
damaged. Kapur said two other 
men (tied on the way to the hosp- 
ital and one child died in the 
hospital. 

The explosion followed a rise 
in extremist-linked violence that 
started on Sunday night- The 
militants killed 26 people across 
Punjab during a 24-hour period 
ending last nighL 
- The militants, in their eight- 
year-old secessionist campaign, 
have usually targeted residents of 
remote villages and travellers on 

deserted country roads, avoiding 
cities where security is tighter. 

A bomb planted by Sikh 
extremists in' the New .Delhi rail- 
way station killed seven people in 
June 1989. 


Riders protest 


venue Thursday to deliberate several bills, including one promoting officers of the 22,000 
mostly Muslim troops loyal to President Elias Hirawi. 

In another development, police said one person was wounded when a small bomb 
exploded near the Carton Hotel in the Ras Beirut district of the city's western sector 
yesterday. 

The meeting today was the first by Parliament at its old venue in West Beirut’s Star 
Square since mid- 1 975. 

Parliament was invited to a 
meeting at its old headquarters 
Sept 22, 1988 to elect a successor 
to president Amin Gemayel, but 
a quorum could not be achieved 
for the presidential vote. 

A simple majority was needed 
to pass the bills today. 

The civil war, which broke out 
April 13, 1975, forced the house 
to mo ve to a new headquarters at 
Beirut’s dividing Green Line to 
facilitate participation in its 
meetings by both Muslim and 
Christian deputies. 

The session today was atten- 
ded by -lawmakers from the 
various sects and was seen by the 
local media as a step toward 
reuniting the war-ridden nation. 

“The meeting at the old 
parliament headquarters is the 
first step toward patching up dif- 
ferences and reuniting the 
nation,” the Muslim Voice of the 
Nation said in a commentary. 

Parliament returned to its old 
offices in Syrian-polked West 
Beirut apparently to avoid meet- 
ing near hostile troops of ren- 
egade Gen. Michd Aoun. He 
declared the legislature dissolved 
last November to try to prevent 
the election of a pro-Syrian head 
of state. 

About 16 mainly Maronite 
Christian deputies who do not 
feel secure in West Beirut remain 
in France to stay out of Aoun's 
reach. 

Lawmakers met at a hotel in 
the Syrian-polked Bekaa valley 
town of Chotoura Nov 24 and 
elected Hirawi as President in 
line with an Arab League-brok- 
ered peace plan to end the civil 
strife. 

Aoun, backed by the 19,000- 
man mainly Christian half of the 
armed forces, has rejected Hir- 
awi's election. He retains the 
shell-ravaged presidential palace 
in suburban Baabda, east of 
Beirut, the traditional seat of 
Lebanese heads of state. 

Aoun’s move forced Hirawi to 
set up temporary offices in 
Muslim West Beirut, polked by 
about 3,500 Syrian soldiers. 


Pakistan rolls 
out battle tank 

ISLAMABAD, March 20, (Rea ter): 
Pakistan yesterday rolled out its first 
locally assembled battle tank, the 
official APP news agency said. 

Regular production of the T69- 
f f MP tank, fitted with a 105mm gun, 
will begin on Dec 31 at the factory in 
Taxfia. The factory, 30 lem (20 miles) 
west of Islamabad, was built with 
Chinese help and can produce 200 
tanks a year. 

Army Chief of Staff General 
Mirza Aslam Beg said at a ceremony 
atthefactory that the T69-1 IMP was 
pan of a project to build a new tank 
for the Pakistan Army, APP repor- 



Riders, their horses and donkeys demonstrate outside old Delhi government 
offices In a protest at what they see are increasing restrictions on them. (Reuter 
wrrephoto) 


Britain’s mishandling led to Bazoft execution: Iraqi envoy 


PARIS. March 20, (Agencies): Britain could have 
saved the tifeof journalist Farzad Bazoft, executed 
by Iraq last week as an Israeli spy; had Britain been 
more polite but it tried to humiliate Baghdad in its 
pleas for clemency, Iraq's ambassador to France 
said today. 

“If you ask for clemency, you say. ‘please V But 
Britain used threats, blackmail and pressure when 
asking for clemency. Iraq never, accepts threats, 
Kku-lrmflfl or pressure," Abdnl Razzak A1 Hashimi 
told a news conference. 

Bazoft worked for Britain's Observer news- 
paper. His employere and Western intelligence 
agencies said thane was no evidence that be was 


tything other than a journalist 

He was -hangpd. despite pleas for. mercy from 


Britain and the international community, but 
Hashimi said the appeal from London was ’‘mis- 
handled." 

“(British prune minister) Mrs Thatcher said she 
was horrified at an injustice and said she as appeal- 
ing to President Saddam Hussein for clemency. We 
did not accept the clemency calls because they were 
made in the wrong way," be said. 

The ambassador said Saddam bad granted 
clemency to forsgners^ accused of espionage on 
several previous occasions, citing cases of two 
Britons and a West German pardoned in 1987, 

Hashimi issued a thinly-veiled warning against 
efforts to isolate Iraq economically, saying no 
country was in a position to threaten sanctions 
against a Middle East oil producer. 


"No country in the world can influence the 
economic situation in an oil producing country, 
especially in the Middle East,” he said. 

The Iraqi embassy in Paris published today what 
it said was Bazoft’s full confession to interrogators 
in Baghdad. It also reproduced two sketch maps 
which it said he h*d drawn of an Iraqi military 
installation. 

Bazoft ws investigating reports of an explosion at 
the plant when he was arrested. British nurse 
Daphne Parrish, who wear there with him, was 
jailed for 1 5 years for helping him. 

Hashimi said there was no doubt Bazoft, an 
Iranian-born exile, was a spy. “The man was a spy 
m every sense of the word and he was nsingjournaf- 
ism as a cover," be said. 



Sam Nujoma (left) welcomes South Alrican President F W de Klerk al Windhoek Airport (Reuter wirephoio) 


Benazir show-of-force 

Mammoth Pakistan Day Lahore rally 


LAHORE. March 20. (Agencies): 
Hundreds of thousands of people 
chanting “long five Benarir Bhutto" 
staged a sbow-of-strength today 
deep in opposition territory in sup- 
port of the prime minister's govern- 
ment. 

Beneath the official celebrations is 
tbe more serious PPP purpose of. 
demonstrating Benazir's growing 
strength against Punjab Chief Mini- 
ster Nawaz Sharif and the rest of the 
opposition, political sources said. 

“We feel that we are on a very 
strong footing now," Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Khawaja Ahmed 
Tariq Rahim said. 

The opposition claims that legally 
Benazir will cease to be prime mini- 
ster tonightlmless re-elected to the 
job by Parliament. 

A constitutional amendment pas- 
sed by former military President 
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq that all- 
owed the president to choose 
whoever he wanted to be prime mini- 
ster lapses today. 


The opposition mamt-am* that this 
means Benazir most seek re-election 
in Parliament and plans to take tbe 
issue to court. 

The government insists that the 
vaguely-worded const i national prov- 
ision does not apply to an incumbent 
prime minister. 

Some political commentators have 
said Benazir might voluntarily seek a 
confidence vote in the assembly ses- 
sion starting on Thursday, but 
Rahim vehemently denied in an 
interview that any decision bad been 
taken. 

“You only hold a rally when you 
feel that you have the voice of the 
people with you. We feel that now.” 

Both Rahim and Ghulam Musta- 
pha Khar, Benazir's spearhead in 


pna Kh 
Punjab, 


holding fire. 

Khar said the PPP had to be 
patient and try to reach a com- 
promise with Nawaz Sharif that 


Imeida looks to her attomey-Gerry Spence as he holds her arm as the two go up 
thB steps of federal court in New York. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Imeida goes on trial 


NEW YORK, March 20, (Agencies): 
Former Phifippine first lady imeida 
Marcos went on trial for fraud and 
conspiracy today, dedaring defian- 
tly that her case should not be judged 
in the United Slates. 

“I am a Filipino citizen, I should be 
tried in my own country and not in a 
foreign country, ” Marcos said on tbe 
steps of Manhattan’s US district 
court as she made her way through a 
crowd of well-wishers and reporters. 

Dressed in blade with her hair in a 
swept- up buoffant, and looking near 
tears, she added: “I pray I will be tried 
and treated as an ordinary American 
seekingjustice." 

Jury selection in the case starts 
today and opening statements are 
expeced in late March or early April. 

Imeida, 60, faces charges of work- 
ing with her late husband, former 
president Ferdinand Marcos, to loot 
the Philippine Treasury of SI 03 
million and then secretly buying 
Manhattan real estate. 

The indictment also charged the 
Marcoses with fraudulently borrow- 
ing $165 million from US banks to 
refinance the buildings and to buy 
additional property. 

Saudi Arabian arms dealer Adrian 
Khashoggi also faces charges in tbe 
case, accused of covering up tbe deal 
by pretending to own the buildings 
the Marcoses bought. 


Marcos was ousted in a popular 
uprising in 1986 and died last year in 
exile is HonohJu. 

About SO pro-Marcos demon- 
strators gathered at the courthouse 
to protest her trial, carrying signs 
saying “We love you, Mrs Marcos." 
and "Justice for Imeida." 

I me! da’s attorney, Gerald Spence, 
said yesterday he might attempt to 

roll former president Ronald Reagan 
as a defence witness. 

Spence said he might call Reagan 
as a witness because of his one-time 
do senes i to the Marcoses. 

“Wouid he testily? 1 hope so," 
Spence said, adding that he would 
consider serving the ex-president 
with a subpoena if he thought it was 
necessary. 

A spokesman for the Reagans, 
Mark Weinberg, said in a statement: 
"It is our longstanding policy not to 
comment on pending legal matters." 

Khashoggi told reporters m (he 
courtroom: “I would rather be in 
Makkah, fasting” 

When asked whether tbe United 
States would be embarrassed by 
revelations at the trial, he said: “No, 
America is too big to be embarras- 
sed-” Khashoggi also said he 
believed the US "betrayed" Imeida. 

Imeida has offered in a letter to US 
President George Bush to hand over 
part of her late husband’s fortune. 



would allow the federal government 
in Jslama had and Punjab to co-exist 

“If there is absolutely no choke, 1 
then in the national interest we will 
have to make this move," be said. 

“We genuinely believe that Nawaz 
Sharif does not want a compromise. 
He has been surviving because of the 
support of the anti-Bhutto forces." 

“The day he sits down across a 
table from the prime minister be fears 
he would lose that support." 

Rally organisers and police 
estimated the crowd at 750,000 to 1 
milli on. Many attending the evening 
rally were bused in from surrounding 
towns and villages. 

Benazir, riding in an open truck 
draped with Pakistan’s green-and- 
wbite flag, smiled and waved to 
crowds jamming the route in the 
heart of Lahore. 

The rally was held in tbe capital of 
Punjab, tbe country's wealthiest and 
most populous province and the 
stronghold of Benazir's archrival. 
Chief Minister Nawaz Sharif. 


OIC backs 
Libya and 
denounces 
threats 

JEDDAH. March 20. (AP): The 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference today declared full solidarity 
with Libya and strongly denounced 
what it railed threats and pressure 
against the member state. 

“Libya has every right to equip 
itself with tbe means that will ensure 
its economic and social progress," 
the 46-member organisation said in a 
statement. It said the fire was of 
“doubtful origin." 

Libya contends the plant near 
Rabta, about 65 miles (100 
kilometres) southwest of Tripoli, 
produced pharmaceuticals, but the 
United States and West Germany say 
it produced poison gas. 

US officials have claimed tbe plant 
is now inoperable. 

Libya has said it suspects the US, 
Israel and West Germany were 
behind last Wedneday's fire. The 
three countries denied any 
involvement. 

“The unfortunate event occurred 
following the propaganda and 
accusation campaigns launched by 
the American authorities against 
Libya, the OIC said. 

Libyan leader Col. Moammar 
Khaddafi called for a Muslim econ- 
omic boycott against the US, Britain 
and West Germany and said no 
Islamic country should have 
diplomatic relations with them, the 
official Libyan news agency Jana 
said today. 

The Jana report said Khaddafi 
accused the US and its allies of con- 
ducting a campaign of subversion 
against- Islamic countries. 


Barbed wire 
along Iran 
border restored 

ATHENS, March 20, (UPI): The 
Soviet authorities have restored 
the barbed wire fend ng along the 
border with Iran torn down by 
Azerbaijani rioters in early Jan- 
uary, a report from Tehran said. 

Tbe barbed wire reappeared in 
the Poldashl region some 450 
miles (720 km) northwest of 
Tehran, more than two months 
after Azerbaijani Turks seeking 
union with Iran tore down 
several miles (kilometres) of fen- 
cing and other border installa- 
tions. 

Copies of the Tehran news- 
paper Kayhan. reaching Athens 
said the barbed wire went up a 
few days ago, weeks after Soviet 
troops sealed the borders on Jan 
21 . 

Thousands of Soviet Azer- 
baijanis crossed into Iran in Jan- 
uary to see friends and relatives 
and returned home after brief 
visits during the political turmoil 
that rocked the southern Soviet 

X blic. The border was sealed 
: Soviet troops restored 
order. 
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Repatriation 

A Vietnamese woman and her child wait under Hong Kong security supervision 
before boarding a plane bound for Hanoi. 83 boat people voluntarily returned to 
their homeland under a speed-up process of repatriation agreed upon by 
Britain and Vietnam. (Reuter wirephoio) 

Nepal arrests 
500 activists 


KATHMANDU, March 20, 
(UP!): Authorities raided a 
university campus near the 
Nepalese capital today and 
arrested about 500 professionals, 
including doctors, teachers and 
journalists, who were meeting as 
part of the month-old movement 
for multi-party democracy’, wit- 
nesses said. 

Police raided the meeting in an 
auditorium at the Tribhuvan 
University campus, about 2 
miles (3 km) west of Katmandu, 
and loaded them into trucks and 
drove them away, the witnesses 
said. 

The arrests came as profes- 
sional groups have become 
increasingly supportive of the 
opposition movement and have 
called on King Birendra to begin 
negotiating its demand for multi- 
party democracy. 

The meeting at Tribhuvan 
University had started around 3 
pm and the police raided the 


campus about 2-1/2 hours later, 
the witnesses said. 

Among those arrested were 
Sambhu Prasad Gwayali, a for- 
mer law minister and currently 
acting president of the Human 
Rights Organisation of NepaL, 
Mathura Prasad Shrestha, 
medical professor and president 
of the Forum for the Protection 
of Human Rights, and Govinda 
Biyogj, president of the Nepal 
Journalists Association. 

Also arrested were Ishwar 
Gwayali, an engineer and former 
president of the Nepal Univer- 
sity Teachers Association, Dr. 
Devendra Raj Pandey, Dr. 
Durga Prasad Bhandari and 
Meena PaudyaJ, a nurse. 

All except Biyogi spoke at the 
meeting in support of the 
movement, which was launched 
Feb 18 by a coalition of eight 
outlawed leftist parties seeking 
to overturn Nepal’s 29-year-old 
ban on political parties. 


Hanoi’s 
reds to 
reform 
party 

HANOI, March 20, (UPI): The 
Co mmunis t Party's leadership 
was meeting in secret to consider 
how fast ami how far to go with 
political reform in the wake of 
communism’s decline in Eastern 
Europe, officials said today. 

Although not. expected to 
allow the introduction of a multi- 
party system or the emergence of 
any formal opposition, the meet- 
ing of the 150-member party 
Central Committee comes when 
the party’s performance is being 
challenged internally and exter- 
nally. 

The meeting, which began 
March 12, was expected to last at 
least 10 days, but tittle informa- 
tion has been made public on the 
progress of the talks. 

‘This plenum has to come out 
with some credible position to 
satisfy the large proportionof the 
population which is becoming 
involved in political issues,” said 
a Western political analyst in 
Hanoi. 

Party leaders, in particular, 
did not want to deal with the 
popular unrest that has spread 
through Hanoi's East European 
allies. . 

“The party has been encourag- 
ing political discussion, but it 
may have opened up a can of 
worms,” the Western analyst 
said. “The people have seen the 
benefits of economic reform and 
now they want political reform.” 

Le Mai, assistant foreign mini- 
ster, said the party has already 
taken tentative steps toward 
political change. 

“We have separation of 
powers, so now the party just 
gives basic guidelines, the 
national assembly should work 
out the laws, and the government 
should carry out daily affairs,” 
Mai said in an interview. 

He said multiple candidates 
were allowed to stand for each 
post in recent local elections. 
Province chiefs and the directors 
of various institutes are freely 
elected, he said. 

But for many people, includ- 
ing some party leaders, more 
must be done. 


32 Kashmiri exiles died in snowstorms 


MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan, March 20, 
(Reuter): Up to 32 Kashmiri exiles died in snow- 
storms when fleeing from an Indian crackdown 
to the Pakistani side of their disputed state, 
Kashmiri sources said today. 

The exiles died over the past three days near a 
military control line dividing the Jammu and 
Kashmir state into Indian and Pakistani zones, 
the sources said in Muzaffarabad, capital of 
Pakistani-ruled Azad (free) Kashmir. 

No comment was available from the state 
authorities. But the sources in two Kashmiri 
political groups said seven bodies had been 
recovered and a search for others was continuing 


in the remote Dudnial area northeast of Muzaf- 
farabad. 

A spokesman for the Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front said 14 members of a group of 
50 refuges had died in the area. But sources in the 
Jamaat-i-lslami Party put the toll at 32. 

More than 200 people have been killed in' 
Indian Kashmir since New Delhi launched a 
crackdown against a Muslim-led independence 
campaign. 

A number of Kashmiris have migrated to 
Azad Kashmir complaining of torture and 
harassment by Indian authorities. 


Sri Lanka to close sraeli missi 


COLOMBO, March 20, (AP): The gov- 
ernment said today it will close an_ Israeli 
mission that has been operating in 
Colombo since 1984. 

A government statement said President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa has given the 
Israeli interest section one month to wind 
up operations. 

Sn Lanka severed diplomatic relations 
with Israel after the 1967 Are b-Jsraeli war. 

Premadasa's predecessor, Junius. R. 
Jayewardene, invited the Israeli govern- 
ment to open an interest section in 1984 
because Israel provided military and 
intelligence assistance to help ag ains t a 
Tamil secessionist campaign 


Javewardene's decision was criticised by 
Aral) nations and members of the Non- 
Aligned Movement, but he defe n ded the 


“I was prepared top shake bands even 
with satan himself,” Jayewardene mice 
said. 

Tuesday's statement said Premadas a 's 
derision to close the Israeli office was the 
fulfilment of an election promise made 
before he took office 14 mqnths ago. 

Sri T jtnlca will resume diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel once “she recognises the 
Palestine liberation Organisation as the 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian 


people, withdraws from all occupied 
Palestinian territory and agrees to par- 
ticipate in an international conference on 
the Middle East convened by the UN, tne 
statement said. 

■ Ori Noy. head of the Israeli interest 
section in Colombo, could not be reached 
for comment. 

• ■ ‘ ’ The. interest section operated under the 
auspices of the US embassy. A Ub 
. embassy official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, refused to comment on tne 
dosmeorder. • 

An interest section, which operates 
under the flag of another country, is a step 


below full dipknnatie relations. : 5 v . ;=*, 
After the Israeli mtereSt scctkm wax aft 
up. Israel sent'^ri^ti^riq^;!©^ 
in nozthcentral Sn Lanka^ 1 ' 

Scores of Sri Lankan sbldfaisLm amwJ P 
in the Tainif ihsurrectioi^ 'wa^ sc^^ 
Israel to be fitted with artifi^aligmhs. 

Tamils , who make up l^per centofa^ 

populafion.beganfighting ^983;al]ek- 
mg discrimination by the 
hatese who control 

the mihtaiy- Sinhalc«m^e^ir75p^6riiP 
of Sri Lanka's lfimiffiop people./ 

Some Tamil gu exnU^ ^ 
gpd reedvirig- support fn^'Pliy gjroi^ 1 . 
especially in the c^ydayioFihe re. uft - 


Come what may 

China won’t relax 

Li’s hard-hitting keynote party speech 



BEUING, March 20, (Agencies): Premier Li Peng, opening the Chinese 
legislature's first session since last year's violent suppression of the pro- 
democracy- movement, declared today the nation's Communist Party 
wil] never relax its grip on power and warned further dissent would be 
crushed. 

In a hard-line keynote address to the National People's Congress* the 
rubber-stamp legislature, Li also called for renewed emphasis on 
Marxism but said the government would ease an economic austerity 

“Upholding socialism is - 1 * — 1 — 1 ^ 

inseparable from upholding J|l 

leadership by the Communist " JlAQr 

Party,” Li told 2,705 delegates at 
the opening of the annual two- ' r. 

week Parliament session. 

“As we confront pressure 
from abroad and difficulties at 
home, preservation of the coun- 
try’s stability is of paramount 
importance,” Li said. “If we do 
not uphold socialism and leader- 
shipby the Communist Party, we 
can expect no stability.” 

Li's reading of a so-called 
work report, the legislative ses- 
sion’s major document, was 
broadcast for more than two 
hours live on national television 
and in English and Chinese on M 
state radio. 

The session is the first after last 
year's bloody repression of the 
protests for freedom and the big- 

gest political gathering in China J r^BSP- - 

since then. The address, which y 

reflects the views of the leader- f? ? Vjf 

ship, illustrated the conservative 

swing of the government since Taiwan students cheer political speeches demanding more 

then. __ 

Li warned police and judicial 

authorities to “be on the alert to "Come what may, socialist 

promptly crush infiltration and China will stand rock firm in the 

subversion" from abroad and to East” 

“crack down on all sabotage by Minimising the impact of 
hostile elements at home." Western sanctions against Beij- 

The report sounded long- ing, he warned that “no one can 
unheard strains of Xenophobia. succeed in isolating China” and 
Li expressed "concern” over said relations with the United 
reforms in the Soviet Union and States would improve only when 

Eastern Europe, and suggested Washington stopped interfering 
they were destabilising. _ in China’s inte rnal affair s. 

“Diverse forces in the world Chinese leaders sat at a dais 
are realigning and regrouping ... bedecked with flowers and red 
bringing greater unrest and tur- bunting to hear the address. Sen- 

bulence,” he said, but added: ior leader Deng Xiaoping, who 


programme to avoid a deep recession. 

Li, wearing aamart Wcsterrb^k business suit, said China had won 
“great, historic victories,” in crushing the nationwide mo vemcn t aime d 
at toppling the party. 

Hjs voice rising to a pitch, li drew muted applause from the 2,700 
assembled delegates in the Great Hall of the People when he praised the 
army and police for their- role in the Beijing crackdown. 
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Pakistani Prime WoistW' Benazir^ 
Bhutto waves jtp- supporters • ji* 
Lahbr&TenscjFti^^ 
flocked: to lafiprefo hear Benazn® 
address htfdrfet “ ' ' ' 


she took 




"Come what may, socialist 
China wiQ stand rock firm in the 
East.” 

Minimising the impact of 
Western sanctions against Beij- 
ing, he warned that “no one can 
succeed in isolating China” and 
said relations with the United 
States would improve only when 
Washington stopped interfering 
in China's internal affairs. 

Chinese leaders sat at a dais 
bedecked with flowers and red 
bunting to hear the address. Sen- 
ior leader Deng Xiaoping, who 



has formally retired but repor- 
tedly remains influential, did not 
attent for a second straight year. 

Security was at a level routine 
for such meetings, but police 
guarded the Great Hall and 
closed half of Tiananmen 
Square, the centre of last year’s 
protests. A bomb disposal truck 
was on hand. 

Li said the government would 
ease the austerity programme 
instituted in late 1988 to control 
inflation and breakneck growth, 
admitting the pogramme has 
stalled industrial production and 
raised unemployment 

He said this year there would 
be looser credit and more funds 
injected into the economy but 
that central economic planning 
“with flexibility” would be re- 
emphasised over market forces. 

Taking a stiff line on politics, 
Li repeatedly slammed “bour- 
geois Liberalisation,” the Chinese 
leadership's code phrase for 
Western political and cultural 
influences, and warned against 
those trying to subvert commun- 
ism “under the banners of 
freedom, democracy and human 
rights.” 

He said ideology had been 
neglected and the country should 
ratty around mass campaigns to . 
emulage party heroes. 



Taiwan, 
to discuss 
reforms 

TAIPEI, \March 20, (AP): 
President Lee Teng-Hui respon- 
ded to a growing , outcry for 
democratic change by agreeing 
today to convene an.emergency 
conference to discuss changing 
Taiwan’s political system.. . 

The announcement from the 
presidential office came chub day 
before the electoral college, 
which is dominated by aging 
deputies from mainland China 
who have not faced re-election in 
more than four decades, whose 
Taiwan's president for the next 
six years. . 

Lee, 67, who also is chairman 
of (he ruling Nationalist Party, is 
the only candidate for president . 
before the electoral college, 
which has been widely condem- 
ned by a public that wants 
greater say in selecting the top 
leaders. 

About 5,000 students staged a 
rally today at a downtown park 
for the second straight day to 
demand the dissolution of the 
electoral college, also known as i 
the national assembly. Nearly 50 . 
of them were on a hunger strike 
to press the demand, and one was 
hospitalised with stomach 
problems. 

The rally attracted a few 
thousand onlookers as students 
sang protest songs and delivered 
speeches calling for political 
liberalisation. 


UCMIVII VKIOinH ji!] nw 

DkAIQ^Matt*-20,(AI^St^^'. : 
tert Of rival candidates hurled' 
explosives, and* find shots atesefc 
other yesterday 1 , tiffing -two people, 
and injuring abort 100 others -»i.' 
violence continued to plague. local 
council elections. United. Newxnfrj 
Bangladesh said . 

One person was killed and scvcral rg 
were injured when gnwnea find cm* 0 
process ottof Awaini League sap-/*} 
porters celebrating the .victory ' of ’«& 
their candidate at Nanai sortthwoft-^s 
of Dhaka, United Newssaid.-;; £’ ■■■.'■J'S: 

A college student waskiBed when a '#• 
band grenade was flung, at a wtmg xT 
centre in Sandwrp near OBtiaguns 'Jsf 
southeast of Dhaka, Ui»ted hfcws ;: 
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Li Peng address the opening ses- 
sion of the congress. 
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Royal Daewoo T.V., 


Upon each KD 5/- purchase 
of any of Alghanim Electronics 
products, you will be entitled 


#ipm 

o&ewoo 


to participate in our draw 
Just fill in the coupon(s) 
provided and insert in the 


PHILIPS 


Royal Daewoo Video, 


box available at our stand. 
Grand draw Sunday March 
25th, 1990 7:00 pm at 


Royal Daewoo Music center, 


Alghanim Electronics stand at 
Kuwait International Fair 
grounds. 
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JSS^ksm. 

wwt with the mentally and 
disabled. 

iSm? 6 is for workers in 

ww-paymgiobs “simply because 
MucaaoMl programmes do not 
«Kt which wou& allow them to 

advance mtbar careers and 
ratauce their income,” the school 
»bd m a statement. X AP) 

StAi ejJNE, Nevada; Sammy 
HP* Jr, who is recuperating from 
recurring throat cancer, cancelled 
an engagement at a Lake Tahoe 
Agril 4-8, but withdrew because cf 
umess, the casino said on Thursday. 
(AP) 

■* • * 

LAUSANNE, SwitzeHud: 

Capodne the French movk actress 
who starr edwit h Peter Sefiers hi 
ge PiA Panther, died in a fall that 
say appeared to have been a 
spade. She was 67. 

LCapudne, 'whose real name was 
Germane Lefebwe, was born in 
1 ?ulou r France, began her movie 
c ?eerm the United Slates and 
moved to Lausanne in 1961. 

The Lausanne newspaper Le 
R fctia quoted an unidentified friend 
assaying that the actress had been 
s ffering from^depression. (AP). 

£ HARON, Mmahmus; High 
School seniors wiO not have to take 
dreaded final examinations rhi* 

, all because they got an U A” for 
— in combating cuts in 
— _ jehusetts* education budget. 

. At the student council's request, 
the school committee voted 
Wednesday to exempt the class of 
1?90 from the annual year-end tests. 

NE W YO RK: Heavy metal rock 
star Oay Osboene says he is not 
into satanism of drugs. Hejost 
wants to have fan. 

"Ail I really do is have Hafieweea 
every night I’m on stage," Osbourne 
smd in a radio interview on a news 
and information prpgramme'for 
teenagers. (AP) 


Bowie sings 

David Bowie opened his European tour with a concert at the National 
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham on Monday. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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jj 40 dogs die 

Puppy food 
adulterated 

TORONTO, March 20, 
(Renter): As many as 40 puppies 
have been killed by food that 
officials suspect was mtent)oiBl]y 
laced with a poultry vaccine, a 
Canadian pet food company said 
yesterday.. 

Martin Feed Mills Ltd of 
Elmira, Ontario, has begun to 
recall 1,263 40-pound (IS kg) 
bags of technical growth puppy 
food in eastern fimsds and 100 
United SthfoDft are ' 
sus p ected of being containing 
f-fcO 

-i^t to0k«naore and ; morc=12ke>| 
that's (sabotage) what hap- 
pened," said Betty Wilkie. 

' Officials suspect the food may 
have been contaminated because 
levels of monensin found were far 
^ higher than allowable. 


led 
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Mob burns thief who gulped chain 

LAGOS, March 20, (Renter): As enraged mob tamed a thief to death in 
Lagos on Sraday when he wraBowed a stolen necklace rather ftaa hand it 
over, the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reported. 

The yomg man snatched the ■«*»««» from a woman passenger In a 
moving taxi bet was amend by passers by. When be swallowed the 
necklace the crowd “jawed petrol on Mm and set Mm ablaze wHheot 
mad) beating," NAN reported yesterday. 

Suspected robbers often meeta grisly orfinNigeiia. EarfrertMsmoott 
the military governor of Lagos state eneomaged people to lynch (Metes. 
“Jnqgle crime deserves jangle jntice,*' ' 


WASHINGTON: bfitefa Snyder 
and other homeless advocates ended 
a hunger strike Monday, 10 days 
after beginning the East to protest a 
oposed $6 million cut in the city's 

c for the homeless. (UPI) 

• • *■ 

TOKYO: Riot police tore down a 
tower erected by anti-airport 
. protesters and arrested seven people 
on Tuesday at the site of a planned 
expansion ofTokyo’s new 
international airport. 

A day earlier, riot police had 
dashed with protesters throwing 
firebombs and stones from atop a 
15-metre- tall (SO-fooi-UU) tower, 
said an official of the Chiba 
piefectnral police. (AP) 

CWCTWATbA pnzcAfticM • • 
Ofcaptbm good health and fast 


BRANDON, Florida: A devoted 
Ddi derlc. unwBHng to leave her 
post, gave birth to a heahhy baby 
girt at the grocery store where she 
worked during the weekend. 

Liffie May GdHory , 30, was busy 
faking orders at the Albertsons’ 
Defi Sunday when she went into 
labour. - , 

*Tm an idiot," she said from her 
bed at Humana hospital Brandon. 
“I knew I was dose, but I didn’t 
want to miss a day of work." 

Judy Foroada, as assistant 
manager who helped in the delivery, 
said the experience was bit nerve- 
racking. (UPI) 


officials sayj. 

1 The Okapi, the most valuable 
baby ever bom at the zoo. is a rare 
forest giraffe with colourful stripes 
that is found primarily in Zaire. 
Only 69 Okapi are held in captivity. 

TULSA, Oklahoma: A pond 
fountain at the university centre at 
Tulsa apparently was not showering 
amour upon a pair of swans because 
the birds refused to consider mating 
until the water was turned off. 

Brad Baffin, chief engineer at the 
school, wondered why the swans 
failed to begin their mating rituals 
despite recent spring-like weather. 

BufTum checked with local swan 
experts and finally identified the 
problem — a new fountain installed 
m the campus reflecting pool several 
monthsago. 

Wben Buffum turned off the 
fountain, the swans revitalised their 
romance. (AP) 


PARIS: A couple who bought 
paintings in an unpopular style 
against the advice of experts and 
friends plan to break Paris records 
when they sell their collection on 
Sunday. 

Broadcast live by satellite to 
Japan, the sale at the Paris 
auctioneer Dnmot is expected to 
bring in between $60 and 85 adHtoo. 
The 54 paintings owned by 
Farismas Lucies and Mareefie 
Boordou include works by Picasso, 
Matisse and Degas. (Reuter) 

• • • 

LOS ANGELES: Former US 
prcadent Ronald Reagan, inspired 
by the tearing down of the Berlin 
Wall and tails on reunification of 
East and West Germany, -will make 
a trip to Berlin in co ming months, 
his aide said. (AP) 


Mexico 

Turtles licences 
to be suspended 

MEXICO CITY. March 20, 
(Reuter): The Mexican govern- 
ment will stop granting permis- 
sion for the capture of endan- 
gered turtles near Mexican 
shores, where nine of the world's 
1 3 species breed, the official news 
agency reported yesterday. 

Mexico currently grants licen- 
ses for the killing of only one 
breed — the Gulf turtle — but wiD 
suspend this programme shortly. 
Alicia Barcenas, head of the 
National Fish Institute, was 
quoted as telling the Notimex 
agency. 


Foreign films invade Oscar awards 
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NEW YORK, March 20, (AP): 
Sir David Lean can only laugh at 
* how calmly Hollywood is taking 
this year's "foreign invasion” of 
the Academy awards: 

“My Left Foot” from Ireland, 
five nominations including best 
picture; "Camille Claudel” from 
France, two nominations includ- 
ing best foreign film; “Henry V” 
from England, three nomina- 
tions including best director. 

Yet, it’s business as usual at the 

Oscars. There are, of course, the 

usual arguments over who made 

it and who didn’t, but nothing 


like the press conference ca 
by Samuel Goldwyn in 1946, 
when Lean’s "Brief Encounter” 
and Laurence Olivier’s “Henry 
V” ware <*rncmg several foreign 


films enjoying critical and com- 
mercial success. 

“Hollywood is facing a 
challenge,’’ said Goldwyn, 
producer of such films as “With- 
ering Heights” and "The Little 
Foxes.” 

‘Today it is by the British, 
tomorrow it may be the French 
or the I talians or the Russians. 
To maintain it’s place, Holly- 
wood must set aside the old for- 
mulas. It must find honest 
stories, stories with something 
important to say, stories that 
reflect these disturbing times in 
which we live.” 

Lean was amazed by Gold- 
wyn’s warning because he was 
sure “Brief Encounter” would 
flop: After all, thefilm had closed 


down after three days in one 
Italian city because, the British 
filmmaker had beard, leading 
man Trevor Howard was too 
ugly. 

"Brief Encounter” received 
three nominations (but won no 
Oscars) and Lean eventually felt 
right at home at the Academy 
awards, totalling 56 nominations 
and 27 awards for such films as 
"Great Expectations,” “A Pas- 
sage to India," “The Bridge On 
The River Kwai” and 
"Lawrence of Arabia.” 

The British have dominated 
the Oscars on several occasions, 
including "Lawrence of Arabia'’ 
in 1962, ‘Tom Jones" in 1963, 
•‘Chariots of Fire” in 1981 and 
“A Room With a View” in 1986. 
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GRAND OPENING 


Al-Ras Health & 
Center Co. 

We are Droud to announce the opening of a new concept in 
fitness centers. At Al Ras you will find the most modern and 
sophisticated ideas and equipment to put you on the road to 
Se best you've ever looked and felt! At Al Ras you will find: 

"S computerized fitness evaluations. 

* 16 stations of Nautilus weight machines. 

* Aerobics and 

* SmlngPO^ 0 ^’ Sauna and Steam Room. 


Scandinavia 

Naming 

babies 

risky 

affair 

OSLO, Norway, March 20, 
(AP): Deciding on a name for their 
baby is an especially tough task 
for parents in Scandinavia, where 
a bewildering array of laws Units 
their choices. 

Norwegians can name a baby 
odd, bent, or even roar but wiling 
Mm Scott or Russell would land 
them on the wrong side of the law. 

hi Sweden, some names are 
approved for use as first names, 
and it is not uncommon for Swedes 
to have several. Other names are 
approved for use as smuames and 
Swedes sometimes will have two of 
them. Middle names are onnsnaL 

Becky Carisson has fosnd out 
much of this the hard way. For the 
past year, the US-horn woman has 
been trying to get the Swedish 
government to allow her to call her 
14-month-old son Samnd Hincfcs 
Cartsson. 

Hindis is her maiden name, so 
the government would not approve 
it as a middle name or as a second 
first name. It could be osed as a 
last name, if Mrs Cartsson had 
kept her maiden name after 
marriage. 

If a baby’s name is not approved 
by the government, the child can- 
not receive any sort of doenmenta- 
tion. 

“All this regulation started 
became lot of names were being 
casually used. Officials were try- 
ing to stabilise riiMgs so it would 
be earner to Gnd people in files, for 
example,” said Ame Svanevik, a 
Norwegian name researcher. 

Scandinavians often adopted a 
farm's or region's name, which 
they might change if they moved, 
like an address. 

They also created patronyms 
by adding “Sen” or^ “Son” to their 
father’s give n name. A Danish 
Jens, son of Hans, became Jens 
Hansen, his son Per took the last 
name Jensen, and the grandson 
became Person, and so on. 

With the growth of 
bnreauqracy, the situation 
became chaotic by the mid-1800s, 
prompting governments to insist 
Oat everyone adopt a permanent 
family name. Iceland is ffieexcep- 
tion, where patronyms persist 
among the island's 250,000' peo^ 
pie. 

Hie rides, which vary among 
the fiveNordic countries, spawned 
fists of legal last names, reserved 
family names, and surnames 
available to anyone. Given names 
are on other fists. 

Each year in Sweden, 
thousands of Johanssons, Anders- 
sobs and Sveassoas ask to change 
their names, which are so common 
that mix-qps are mevitahle. Each 
must apply to the potent and regis- 
try board for permferion. 

Some 20,000 of Norway’s 4.2 
million people change family 
names each year. 

“Norway passed a forename 
law in 1923 because people started 
to use last names as first names 
and to protect chfldrea from hav- 
ing names that sounded strange,” 
smd Ms Svanevik. 

A 1828 decree inadvertently 

stripped Danes of a rich variety of 
informal surnames, leaving 70 per 
cent with ‘Sen'names, said Giffian 
Feflows-Jensen, of Denmark’s 
Institute of Names Research. 

Hundreds of Danes now have 
the same first and last 
creating an identity crisis 


Study on oceans finds danger to swimmers 


LONDON, March 20, (Reuter): 
Holidaymakers bathing on sewage-polluted 
coasts or eating seafood caught there could 
risk skin infections, stomach ailments, res- 
piratory problems or even hepatitis, marine 
scientists said yesterday. 

A report issued by the United Nations 
Environment Programme said children under 
five were at particular risk, as well as tourists 
who lacked natural immunity to local disease. 

"Earlier views that there is no demonstra- 
ble causal link between human disease and 
bathing in contaminated sea water can no 
longer be supported,” the report said. 

'‘(Sewage) contamination of sea water is 


responsible for widespread outbreaks of gas- 
trointestinal diseases at ill-protected and 
crowded beaches and is suspected cause of 
respiratory, ear and skin infections among 
bathers.” ’ 

The 104-page report, “the stale of the 
marine environment,” cited outbreaks of gas- 
trointestinal diseases in Europe and North 
and South America. But tropical and sub- 
tropical waters of South and East Asia and the 
Pacific suffered the worsL 

The report also found that the same urban 
sewage-threatening bathers could contamin- 
ate seafood, causing acute stomach ailments. 

“InfecLious hepatitis is the most important 


viral infection transmitted by seafood, and 

numerous o utbreaks of hepatitis demonstrate 

that (clams, mussels and oysters) grown in 
sewage-contaminated water are very effective 
carriers of the virus.” 

The report was prepared by the Group of 
Experts of the Scientific Aspects of Marine 
Pollution (GESMAP) and is the first inter- 
national survey of the world's oceans since a 
similar survey published eight years ago. 

The 20 scientists, led by professor Alasdair 
McIntyre of the University of Aberdeen in 
Scotland, said open seas were still relatively 
clean, but coasts were affected almost every- 
where. 



Edouard Manet's oil painting ‘Chez Tortoni' was one of the twelve masterpieces stolen from the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston on Sunday. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Warrant 

against 

Winnie 

JOHANNESBURG, March 20. 
(Reuter): A Johannesburg court 
issued an arrest warrant yesterday 
for Winnie Mandela, wife of black 
nationalist leader Nelson Mandela, 
over her alleged failure to pay 
insurance bills for a fish and chip 
shop. 

Ihe warrant was issued after she 
missed a magistrate's court hearing 
into last year's insurance fund 
payments on the empire fish and chip 
shop in Richmond, Johannesburg, 
the South African Press Association 
reported. 

The court r n S told that Mrs Man- 
dela was alle£ * >wn the shop, 
situated in an area reserved for whites 
under the apartheid racezoninglaws. 

A police spokesman said the 
warrant did not mean Mrs Mandela 
was likely to be arrested. The normal 
practice would be to show it to her 
and seek an undertaking that she 
would attend a new court bearing. 

Mrs Mandela returned to South 
Africa on Saturday after a five- 
nation tour with her husband. 


International hunt 
on for stolen art 

BOSTON, March 20, (Reuter): A world-wide hunt was yesterday for a 
pair of art thieves who posed as policemen to pull off the biggest theft in 
US history — grabbing a dozen masterpieces from a Boston museum 
possibly because they wanted a Vermeer of their own. 

Eleven old master and impressionist paintings and a Chinese vase 
from 1200 BC were stolen from the famed Isabelle Stewart Gardner 
Museum in a pre-dawn robbery on Sunday and police said they were at 
a loss to explain the theft 

The paintings are so well known that they doubted the thieves would 
be able to sell them or even take the risks involved in holding them for 
ransom. 

Among the works taken were two Rembrandts, including his only 
seascape, and a Vermeer painting, one of only 32 by the artist that still 
survives, may have been the main target. 

“This probably was planned by someone who wanted a Vermeer.” 
Finley said. "Somebody with a lot of wealth hut no scruples.” 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) said the theft of the 
painting s worth hundreds of milli ons of dollars was the biggest in US 
history and perhaps the most dramatic art theft since the Mona Lisa 
was taken from the Louvre in 191 1 . 

“It really was very professional,” said acting Gardner Museum 
curator Karen Haas, noting that but for a 1200 BC Chinese vase taken 
in the robbery the two concentrated on 19th century French master- 
pieces and the museum's “Dutch Room.” 

The museum said the works were insured but would not say for how 
much. 

Several theories on the theft were aired in the local media including 
the possibility they would be ransomed, used as barter by drug 
traffickers or end up in the private viewing room of a reclusive 
millionaire. 

“Nobody’s found anything yet,” said Boston police spokesman Jim 
Jordan. “It’s an international hunt — we'U keep on some Boston police 
detectives — it’s more a national and international law enforcement 
investigation.” 

Among the works stolen from the museum — once the private home 
of art patron Isabelle Stewart Gardner — were Rembrandt's “The 
Storm on The Sea of Galilee” and “A Lady and Gentleman in Black”; a 
Rembrandt self-portrait etching; five Degas, and a Manet 

The museum said it would reopen Wednesday but would not replace 
the stolen works, displaying empty space instead. 

“A part of our heritage has been stolen from us in a barbaric act and 
we are confident that these works will be recovered,” museum director 
Anne Hawley told a news conference. 

Charles Moore, a private detective who has recovered stolen art 
objects worth some $20 million in the past 20 years, said the works’ 
black market value would be only a fraction of what it would be were 
they to be sold legitimately. 

“ Basically i t comes down to what you can get for them,” said Moore. 
“On the street it's 10 cents on the dollar.” 
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Havel (left) seen with Mitterrand outside Elysee Palace prior fo (heir meeting. (Reuter wirephoto) 


East German influx slows down 


Bonn to scrap benefits 


BONN, March 20,( AP): The West German cabinet agreed today to begin scrapping special benefits for East 

stay home and help rebuild their country and to 
the fixst two ^oot^of 

The exodus helped spark East Germany’s popular revolt, in which hard-line communist rale was toppled 
leading to Sunday's first-ever free election. 

A conservative alliance - ~ ~ - " 


backed by West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl won the East 


German election. Kohl and the 
East German alliance want 
immediate steps toward unifying 
the German states. 

A West German official said 
on condition of not being iden- 
tified that West Germany would 
halt a special programme for set- 
tling newly arrived East Ger- 
mans in July. 

It was not immediately clear if 
the decision means all benefits 
for the East Germans would end. 
The government official said 
details would be released Jater in 
the day. 

As part of the current 
programme, the East German 
settlers register for special ben- 
efits such as unemployment and 
receive help in finding jobs and 
housing. They stay at special 
reception centres as they look for 
housing. 

The exodus has crippled East 
Germany's economy and is 
straining West Germany’s own 
housing and job markets. 

According to a poll by West 
Germany’s ZDF television net- 
work, only 13 per cent of West 
Germans still welcome settlers 
from the East. 

Kohl's government was under 
pressure to eliminate or dras- 
tically reduce special aid for the 
settlers. It previously said it 
would reduce the benefits after 
forging a monetary union with 
East Germany, considered a 
major step toward unification. 

Bremen, one of the 11 West 
German states, said yesterday it 
would not provide help to East 
German settlers in finding hous- 
ing. Bremen Mayor Herbal Sch- 
malstieg urged the federal gover- 
nment to dose down all recep- 
tion centres. 

Last night. Kohl appealed for 
East Germans to stay home. 
“Unpack your bags,” he said in a 
televised interview. “Go back to 
the factories and offices, and help 
in building up the country.” 

Kohl has promised East Ger- 
mans financial help, including 
monetary union, which could 
introduce West Germany's 
powerful currency in East ■Ger- 
many. 

Quickly replacing East Ger- 
many's weak currency is inten- 
ded to prop up East Germans’ 


Kohl rival chosen 


BONN, March 20, (Reuter): West Germany’s opposition Soda! Democrats 
yesterday named flmrigniiric left-winger Oskar LsCntiine to run against 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl in December’s national election. 

Policy towards a single-state merger ofWest and East Germany is likely to be 
the main issue between the two men. 

Lafontaine, the Social Democratic (SPD) Party deputy chairman and 
ambitious premier of Saarland state, has warned West Germans they will pay a 
high price for unification. 

The Conservative landslide victory in East Germany’s election on Sunday has 
straightened Kohf s hand to face the pace in creating a unified German 
superstate. 

Social Democrat chiefHans-Jochen Vogel said that in a secret vote yesterday 
the party’s executive committee unanimously suppo rted Lafontaine, a fiery 
orator and standard-bearer of the party’s left-wing. 

Lafontaine, a physicist by training, has bluntly challenged the wave of 
natonahst sentiment sweeping West Germany after the opening of die Berlin 
Wall in 1989. 

“I am ready to accept this task” Lafontaine said at a new conference to 
announce the decision. 

He has accused Kohl of ignoring looming social oroMems in East and West 
Germany in his drive for rapid unification and of avoiding the question of who 
will pay for it. 


win pay tor it. 

Lafontaine, 46, said the main mmnaign theme between now and December 
would be whether Kohl, leader of the conservative Christian Democrats 
(CDU), could give the East Germans everything be had led them to e xp e c t 
before their elections. 



Kohl (right) and Foreign Minister Hans-Dtetrich Ganscher (left) opens the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe in Bonn. (Reuter wire- 

photo) 

buying power nd induce them Eo state radio, Rudolf Sealers said 


buying power nd induce them Eo 
stay home. 

The rush of East Germans to 
their wealthy neighbour repor- 
tedly has slowed down, the day 
after the election. West German 
television said about 1,500 
moved to West German yester- 
day, down from a daily average 
of 2,800 the previous week. 

Kohl’s chief of staff said a 
currency union was possible 
before the summer. 

In an interview with Saarland 


the currency union can be com- 
pleted quickly and that the start 
of East German summer vaca- 
tion “is not an unrealistic date.” 
In East Beriin, political parties 
negotiated the makeup of the 
new government. 


• The White House said yester- 
day that the East German elec- 
tion returns showed again that 
the march towards German 
unific a ti on was “inexorable”. 


Everyone finds something in East German pie 


VIENNA, March 20, (Reuter): Conservatives and 
reformed communists in Eastern Europe’s emerg- 
ing democracies saw some cheer in the result of East 
Germany's free election, first of five in the once 
solidly Stalinist bloc. 

Hungary votes next Sunday, followed by 
Romania in May and Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria 
in June. 

Politicians in these countries interpreted the out- 
come of Sunday's East German poll — a surprise 
victory for the three-party conservative alliance for 
Germany, supported by West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's Christian Democrats — according 
to their own very different political situations. 

Hungary’s front-running party, the Hungarian 
Democratic Forum (HBF), which also enjoys 
Kohl’s patronage, said it drew heart from the vic- 


tory of ’fraternal parties’ in East Germany. 

The alliance won 48.14 per cent of the vote, 
confounding forecasts of a close race with the Social 
Democrats, who scored only 21.8 per cent The 
communists, reformed successors of Stalinist niters 
overthrown last October, tookm 16.3 percent 


Janos Kis, president of Hungary’s Liberal 
alliance of Free Democrats, rated out a landslide for 
any party because ofthecountry’scomplex electoral 
system. He said he believed the East German result 
would not influence voters. 


Czechoslovak President Valcaiv Havel said he 
was prepared for umficaiton of East and West 
Germany, advocated by Kohl and his East German 
political allies add widely seen as certain following 
Sunday’s election. 
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PARIS, March 20,(AP): Czechoslovakian 
President Vaclav Havel expressed 

optimism yesterday that the desire for Ger- 
man unification shown by East German 
voters will push all of Europe toward con- 
federation. 


“Germany can be the motor of 
European unification,” Havel said on the 
French television netwcJt TF-1 just 
before a state dinner with President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 

“I think that the most important thing 
resulting from the election in East Ger^ 
many jg that unification will tak e place,” 
Havel said. “What’s important for Cze- 
choslovakia as well as many neighbouring 
countries ... is that it take place in a 


European context. 

Havel and Mitterrand met For a private, 
hour-long interview earlier yesterday 
shortly after the Czechoslovak leader 
arrived from Prague to begin a two-day 
official visit. 

They found a “broad convergence” of 
views around the French leader’sproposal 
of a political and security confederation 
Knifing Eastern and Western Europe, Mit- 
terrand spokesman Hubert Vedxinc said. 

Mitterrand envisions a confederation 
within the 35-nation Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(CSCE). It indudes the United States, 
Canada and all Europe nations except 
Albania. 


TheCSCE convened yesterday in Bonn, 
West Germany, for month-long security 
talks. Chancellor Helmut Kohl called on 
member countries to work toward a com- 
mon European economy and security sys- 
tem. ; 

During his interview on TF-1, Havel 
remarked that he did not fear a stronger- 
. tban-expected showing by East Ger- 
many’s revamped Communist Parly in 
Sunday’s polling. 

“If anyone has fear of an opposition, _he 

cannot be ademocrat, can heT’ Havel raid. 

Havel is on his first trip to France since 
Becoming Czechoslovakia’s leader in 
December after the breakdown of four 
de c ad es of co mmunis t rule. 


Have! said a/teriandiaga tGriy 
that his talks with . Mitten^ 
“intensive”, covering bilateral relafi 
and “the accelerating cot^oflmUe^ 

The Czech playwright had^arfift 
related his ideas on. a new Emopean ord^ 
in Sunday’s edition of the newqtep^ 
Monde. ' ." -. \ -y :- «..■.£ 

“At theeiKi of the 

European as President MittertaSf 
imagines,” Havel was quoted 

Havel rejected neutrality for a umfiaj 
Ger man y and. envisioned’a oiiiaiicilj 
European security systemfrceofbothat 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisdioa ai^ 

the Warsaw Pact. ■ - - 


Soviets won’t use 


Shevardnadze pledges after Gorby’s action order 






•WINDHOEK, March 20, (Agencies): Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard She vardna dze 
pj>»dgpsff today that Moscow would not to use force to crush independence movements in 

the Baltic republics and denied that additional Soviet troops had been seat there. 

Shevardnadze told reporters before a meeting with US Secretary of State James Baker 
that the Soviet Union opposed all use offeree, particularly domestically. 

Asked if Moscow would use troops against independence movements m Lith uan ia, 
Latvia and Estonia, Shevardnadze said: “We are against the use of force m any region 
»nri particularly against using force domestically.” 


“The secretary of state knows that quite well,” he added. ‘ ' . 

. Baker had told reporters on Sunday he would seek assurance from 
no force would be usedin the three Baltic republics. . ' ■ 


minister has said that on a number of occasions/' 


to reverse the Lithuanian Parliament's declaration of independent 
ultimatum idling the Baltic republic to return to thefold expired, • 



It was unclear what action 
would be taken but a separate 
go v ernm ent statement suggested 
troops could be- sent to strategic 
points in Lith uania. Tanks and 
soldiers were reported deploying 
in large numbers in the south oT 


Georgian 


the republic. 

Asked about the reports. 


Shevardnadze said: “I am not 
aware of anything like that. 
There are some troops deployed 
there on a permanent basis. 
That's routine. They have a 
military district and that’s how it 
is.” 

He dented reinforcements had 
been sent to Lithuania in res- 
ponse to the declaration of 
independence. But he admitted 
he was worried by the situation 
there. 

Gorbachev has refused to 
negotiate with the leaders of 
Lithuania’s breakaway ' move, 
but has twice offered to hold less 
formal discussions. 

Soviet government yesterday 
bluntly outlawed Lithuania’s 
pledge to take control of Soviet 
enterprises on its sofl. 

A report in today’s edition of 
the official Estonian daily 
Paevaleht said Gorbachev told 
members of the republic's com- 
munist party leadership at a four- 
hour meeting yesterday that the 
“road chosen by Lithuania ’leads 
to a dead end’.” 


parties 

reject 

elections 
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TBILISI, Soviet Union, March 
20, (Reuter): Soviet Georgia’s 
fractious independence move- 
ment, divided and lacking a dear 
vision of the future, has at test 
found common ground — 
opposition to local elections set 
for this weekend. 

Radical parties, grouped 
under the National Forum, nave 
long r^ected the polls as recogni- 
tion of Moscow’s armed occupa- 
tional 1921 of Georgia, tbebirth- 
place of dictator Josef Stalin and 
ridi agricultural region sandwi- 
ched b e tw e e n the Caspian and 
the Black Sea. 

But no w the more mainstream 
Popular Front mass movement. 
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while accepting the polls in prin- 
ciple, has called on the local 


“Gorbachev pointed out that 
in the event of a divorce it is not 
important whether the marriage 
was contracted legally or not,” 
the newspaper added. “The 
property must be divided none 

Lithuania's president denied 
Kremlin accusation that his Bal- 
tic republic plans to seize state 
enterprises and sell them to 
private owners, according to a 
report today. 

In a nationally televised 
broadcast Moscow warned Lith- 
uania not to erect customs posts, 
introduce its own currency or 
take over Moscow-run factories 
without Kremlin permission. 

Lithuanian President 
Vytautas Lands bergis told the 
Lithuanian Parliament Mos- 
cow’s statements were based on 
mistaken information, television 
editor Eduardas Potashinskas, 
who monitored the session, said 
today. 

“It is not true that we are going 
to pass state-owned enterprises 
to private owners,” Landsoergis 
was quoted as saying. 

“I regard the statement as a 
difficult beginning of negotia- 
tions, as an exchange of opinions 


ciple, has called on the local 
parliament to delay the elections 
and register parties ranging from 
the Greens to the constitutional 
monarchists. 

“We demand that Georgia 
hold multi-party elections,” 
Front leader Nodar Notadze 
told a special meeting 

But Notadze, a respected 
professor of philosophy at the 
Georgian Academy of Sciences, 
made it dear the Front would 
part with the radicals and contest 


• j- • • • 
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Ethnic unrest flares in F 



TIRGU MURES, Romania, March 20, (Agencies): Army tioopspatioDed. the 

Mures today following a day of ethmedashra that reportedly left one person dead aridl 1 
a noted Hungarian writer. _ v 

In other developments several thousand ethnic 'Hungarians demonstrated in Tirgu Mures fopay Jc 
demand greater rights for the regions large Hungarian minority, fecal so races said. Tfe protatec 
demanded that interim President Ion ffiescu came in person to bear their complaints- 


iture, midti-partypofis. 

The Popular Front boasts 
50,000 members in the republic 
of 52 million, and its mostly 
older followers are optimistic 
they can capture many of the 
parliament’s 300 seats. 

“Our point of view is that 
everything is iDegpti, the Geor- 
gian Parliament is illegal, the 
Georgian Soviet Socialist 
Republic is illegal,” Notadztold 
Reuters. 


A local journalist said about 
3,000 people joined a peaceful 
protest in the centre of the city, 
the scene of yesterday’s anti- 
Hungarian attacks by Romanian 
nationalists in which 22 people 
were hurt, four seriously. 

Playwright Andras Suto, in his 
early 60s, was hospitalised with 
broken bones and an eye injury 
after being savagely beaten by 
Romanian Nationalists, the 
official Hungarian news agency 
MTZ reported today from 
Bucharest 


Rival mobsroved the streets of 
Tirgu Mures yesterday, attack- 
ing political offices and a radio 
station and beating up passersby 
in the worst ethnic unrest since 
the Dec 22 overthrow of com- 
munist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu. . 

The Democratic Forum, Hun- 


called for a protest . tonight in 
Budapest, and the ruling Social 
Democratic Party has demanded 
the matter be brought before the 
European Parliament 


- Hungarian Foreign Mhnstf 
Gyula Horn sent an uigentmefc- 
sage to . UN SeCTetary-<^nri|] 
Javier Perez de CneDar expres|- 
ing “profound anriety”Jover ** 
“serious atrocities cobimrit 
against ethnic Htragarians: 

. At least 1 i other people v * 
reported hurt fn scatte 
violence before calnf 
tewed last evening. Anny troops 


patrolled the streets "to preve# 
further dashes. and MTl repof 


further dashes, andMTl repor- 
ted reinforcements arrivedipthe 
city at dawn: ; ~ - f 


4,000 inarch into Ulan Bator 


Mongolians protest foul play 


Hungary toditefl 
men who started 
East’s revolution 


wfaidi sometimes widely diverge 
and sometimes coincide,” Land- 


and sometimes coincide,” Land- 
s bergis was quoted as saying. 

■ France would object to any 
use offeree by the Soviet Union 
to prevent the Baltic republics 
from receding. Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas said today. 

Hesaid the steps taken thus far 
by Gorbachev to assert Mos- 
cow’s sovereignty over Lith- 
uania were part of an unfolding 
process of negotiation between 
the two states. 


ULAN BATOR, March 20, 
(Reuter): About 4,000 Mon- 
golians swarmed into central 
Ulan Bator today to protest 
against their Communist rulers 
for allegedly reneging on 
promises of democratic elections 
and considering using armed for- 
ces to crash political opposition. 

The hastily-called demonstra- 
tion was a show of force before a 


shouted T. Ganbold into a 
microphone before a banner- 
waving crowd. 

“This means there will be no 


multi-party system in Me 
and no free elections,” he 


key session of parliament 
tomorrow which hadbeenexpec- 


■ Supporters of democratic 
reform won victories across the 


Soviet Union, defeating old- 
smard communists in runoff elec- 


guard communists in runoff elec- 
tions in the Slavic h e artla n d and 
choosing independence activists 
in the Baltic republics, according 
to preliminary results today. 


ted to formally end 69 years of 
Communist dominance, legalise 
democratic parties and permit 
free ejections. 

But leaders of opposition 
democratic groups said the rul- 
ing Communists had broken 
their promises late yesterday, a 
sign the government was taking 
an increasingly har dline stance 
toward public demand for 
democratic change. 


Government officials were not 
available to comment on. 
whether a draft law, which eight 
opposition groups had intended 
to submit for consideration to 
parliament, had been needed or 
not. 


• “The government has rejected 
our draft laws on elections and 


political opposition parties,* 


But the foreign ministryspok- 
esman told journalists the ques- 
tion of legalising opposition par- 
ties was not a major part of the 
agenda at the coming session of 
parliament.’ 

“The question of opposition 
praties may be discussed as a 
miscellaneous . item in 
parliament,” said Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman Terbish 
Chizneddorg- .. 

He added that parliament was 
no longer likdy to ddeteadause 


from Mongolia’s constitution 
which guarantees the. ruling 
Communist Party a monopoly 
on power. 

Officials previously said the 
clause would be scrapped by this 
session of parliament. 

Mongolia’s Communist 
government has until now reac- 
ted calmly to a growing glamour 
for democracy which has swept 
this vast land between the Soviet 
Union and China since last 
December. 


BUDAPEST, : March : 1 :: 
(Reuter): Former comihut 
leaders who ' helped^ bri 
democracy to Hungary look 
to follow their East Gtexfl 


multi-party ejections since i9* 


The partiamentray : ;pdHs 
March 25 and AprilS’atek^ 
ted to result in thefonnatibn i 
coalition government that 
speed Hungary’s refoi 
towards a free market econor 
Current fro ntrunners ^rer 
AlHanoe of Fzee' Dtenbcr^ 
hberal party fexmtied 4$^ 
sidents who kept; oppbat 
alive Under commimiss iqolej j 
the centr^ right ^ungar 
Democratic Fbripn;/ TJjpjin: 
polls put. each at\abdut 1 20 
cent of the vole.. C - . . r -". 


President Zhambyn Bat- 
mu nkh and his entire politburo 
resigned as leaders of the com- 
munist party two weeks ago after 
hunger strikers had demanded 
their downfall. 


But today, the leader of the 
bi»Kt democracy organisation 

raid fhc party had adopted a har- 
der line and Batmunkh’s succes- 
sor, Gombojavyn Oebfrbat, was 
considering using troops to 
smash political opposition. . 


AvaiSctJle a* Ljcokspops NOW 
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E. German communist HQ quiet 

EAST BERIJN, March 20, (APT: In the old days. East Gennans never dared to 


- Both the A0ianbe : 4nut 
say they will shim iSe: tonSif 
communist leaders anti . tbSfc 
Hungarian SociafistParty(HSP) 
whkai surveys 


The communists have so April 1 deadline to be ouL 
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a major 
player in 
US trial 

YORK, March 20. lAPV 
Whik Imckia Marcos has drawn the 
most attendM in the weeks leading 
vpto die start of her trial today, her 
. ^-defendant. Adnan Khashorai is 
partly a minor player. 

^Opce reputed to be the world's 
behest man. the 54-year-old Saudi 
financier is said to have been the main 

fiaanctq- and middleman of the Irao- 
Conjra jtiTair, , n which proceeds or 

W* 5a, « to Iran went to 
rebels fighting the Nicaraguan 

• 1 government. B 

•''^TChashoggi's lawyers say his hold- 
rags have diminished m recent years, 
bat don t dispute that he's still a 
numonaire several times over, 
i fran Switzerland on 

J “fe 19, Khashoggi posted StO 
million bail so he could live in his 
luxury apartment on Fifth Avenue. 
He promised to stay in the country to 
face charges that he helped lmelda 
and her late husband, deposed 
President Ferdinand Marcos. 
detrains the Philippine treasury. 

Khashoggihas been seen dining in 
iheaty’s most expensive restaurants 
and has taken trips with the court's 
permission to southern Calif ornia. 
Aspen. Colorado, and Florida. He 
wears an electronic bracelet to alert 

• authorities if he ventures beyond a 
A prescribed distance. 

- The trial of Kbashoggi and lmelda 
hegins today with jury selection. 
Both have pleaded innocent 
The Marcoses were accused of 
J&ealing more than SI 00 million from 
Jthe Philippine treasury to buy real 
Estate and an in New York. Ferdin- 
and Marcos died Sept 28 in exile in 
Hawaii. 

I Khashoggi, who allegedly posed 
SS the owner of some of the assets asa 
■cover, was indicted on charges of 
. {racketeering, conspiracy, mail fraud 
Sand obstruction of justice. However, 
She Swiss government agreed to 
— 1 ite him only on the last two 


SS&Hc faces up to five years in jail and 
ju$250,000 fine on each of the two 
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of mail fraud and obstruc- 
i^oon of justice. 

t • Imelda's attorney; Gerald Spence, 
fetid yesterday he might subpoena 
[former President Ronald Reagan to 
for lmelda. ■ 

_ ' the former president is 
i witness in the case depen- 
feg on what the prosecution's proof 
he sakL “The former president 
fend Nancy Reagan were friends of 
^eMsmcbses."' . 

^Reagan fought a subpoena to tes- 
sjfy for the prosecution at the trial of 
Ifpnner National Security adviser 
Sjbhn Poindexter, who faces charges 
_ kgSemming from the Iran-Contra 
affair. But the judgeordered Reagan 
to give a sworn videotaped 
statement. 

Reagan and ins -press secretary 
were iraveffipg today and oot ava3&- - 
bie for comment, Resgafa's-office in ■ 
Los Angeles said. 

lmelda is accused of takmgpartin 
die illegal transfer of more thanSl 60 
mdhon. The October indictment also 
alleges she defrauded $165 milfion 
from banking institutions to finance 
%the properties. 

* ■ She isr charged with racketeering, 
racketeering conspiracy, mad fraud 
and obstruction of justice — which 
■C&ny a maximum sentence of 50 
years in prison and a 51-million fine. 
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homeless for 
the first time 

WASHINGTON. March 20, 
(AP): Census Bureau workers 
today wiii head for flophouses, 
missions and cheap hotels, then 
Check alleyways and outside 
abandoned buildings in the 
. ■» nation's most ambitious effort 
ever to count the homeless. 

_ The new effort reflects a 
change in US society, with the 
homeless more numerous and 
taaore visible than ever . 

- “The government needs to 
fcnow about everyone and this is 
•a chance for the homeless to say , 
l. M !ook, we exist, we're part of this 
^Country,” Cynthia Taeuber, 
■ special assistant for selected 
’populations at the Census 
^Bureau, said yesterday. 

' Although most US citizens 
-will receive census forms asking 
~£rozn a dozen to a few questions, 
■the main effort for the homeless 
will "be just to get them counted, 

■explained Taeuber. 

Dealing with the problem has 
•feeen muddled by the scarcity of 
•information on how nwny peo~ 
* ite have no homes. Estmat« 
^ ;bave .ranged from 250,000 to 3 

Mlicmor more. f 

z- Narrowing down that dit- 
Terence will involve an estimated 
-15,000 census workers and cost 

$17 million, Taeuber said. 

. . Census officials are lootang 
‘■for homeless in every 81 

-feast 50.000 people. In addition, 
census ashed smaller «unmun- 
4ties if they had a homeless 
’population and “if they sent in 
Sc information to us, were 
there ” said Taeuber. 

^ ’dSade ago the Census 
sent workers to fro- 


ri'*"; .• 


Bureau scai ~ — -- . . 

phouses and shelters, and ^ 
fecial count is still knownasS- 

-JSight. Originally that stoodfw 

Shelter Night, now it s expanded 
; to Shelter and Street night. 
Workers will try to ask me 

homeless some question- Wit 

.they will simply obsem 
‘estimate answers for those sleep- 

S^Twhoare“notmas^eof 

■ihmd to' answer quesdons^or 
! who refuse," Taeuber explained. 



rms talks rift remains 


BRUSSELS, March-20, (Reuter): Serious dif- 
ferences remain between East and West at 
talks on cutting Conventional Forces in 
Europe and great efforts win be needed to 
complete a treaty this year, the chief Soviet 
negotiators said today. 

. Oleg Grinevsky, head of the Soviet delega- 
tion in Vienna at talks grouping the 23 nations 
of Nato and the Warsaw Pact, was addressing 
a commitee of the European Parliament in 
Brussels. 

■ His remarks ran counterto widespread 
Western optimism that a Conventional For- 
ces in Europe (CFE) Treaty, scrapping 
thosands of tanks and big guns and cutting 
US and Soviet troops in Central Europe to 
195,000 on each side, would definitely be 
signed this year. - 


“In Vienna, there are differences, and very 
serious at that, on a number of issues ... the 
picture is rather mixed — obvious progress in 
some fields and skidding in others,” Grinev- 
sky said. 

He said the Soviet U nion was aiming to si gn 
as agreement this year and that “the skeleton 
of a future agreement” was ready. 

“Nevertheless, it should he staled frankly: 
Great efforts will have to be made to achieve 
this goal,” he added. 

The latest round of CFE talks resumed last 
week and the West presented a draft treaty on 
reductions of arms, with a timetable for their 
destruction and details of how this should be 
done. 

Nato offered the East major concessions 
last month on definitions of equipment to be 
scrapped and the limit forcoxnbataircrafl — a 


key area of dispute. 

James Woolsey. Washington’s chief 
negotiator at the CFE talks, disagreed with 
Gnnevsky, saying the West had presented 
“thoroughly crafted proposals” that 
deserved a serious response from the East. 

Grinevsky referred chiefly to dis- 
agreements over aircraft, including that of 
land-based naval aircraft. The West wants 
them included. Moscow wants them left out. 

He said the two sides were not far apart on 
the tricky issue of verification, but that Wes- 
tern proposals for inspection quotas on War- 
saw Pact territory were excessive. 

The Soviet Union has also suggested at the 
talks that Nato and the Warsaw Pact cut 
troops in Centra] Europe to between 700,000 
and 750,000. 



Alabama floods 

An Alabama resident (top) surveys the damage to his neighbourhood on Monday after floodwaters began 
to recede after 16 inches of rain fell during the past week in Geneva. (Below) floodwaters submerge a 

residential section of Geneva. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Hamilton: JPoindexter lied: Iran-Contra prosecutors on Monday 
rounded out their case against former White House aide John Poindexter with 
testimony from a senior congressman that Poindexter had lied to congressional 
investigators. 

Democratic representative Lee Hamilton, who became a leader of Congress’s 
formal inquiry into the Iran-Contra scandal in 1987, said be began asking 
questions of Poindexter’s national security council staff in the summer of 1 985, 
when reports surfaced that the White House was secretly aiding Nicaragua's 

Contra rebels despite a ban on such aid. 

In response to questions from prosecutors trying to dose out their presenta- 
tion of evidence, Hamilton said Poindexter — then president Ronald Reagan's 
national security adviser — lied when he briefed congressional investigators 
about Iran-Contra operations. (Reuter) ^ 

Pro-fur marketing campaign: Alaska natives who depend on trap- 
ping for their livelihood said they plan to market distinctive native-made fur 
products to counter the animal-rights movement's anti-fur campai gn . 

The programme, to take effect within the next three fur seasons, win include 
special labels on fur garments made from skins trapped and sewed in the 
traditional manner by Alaska natives, said Clarence Alexander, Athabascan 
Indian chief for the village of Fort Yukon. ■ 

■'There's a label being designed right now which would say ‘authentic native 
design,' “said Alexander, who is also president of the Yukon Flats Fur Co- 
operative. .... 

Alexander and other Alaska Indian leaders mapped oat their marketing 
strategy at meetings held last week in this city of 70,000 near the Arctic circle. 
(Reuter) * * * 

Back to the drawing board: Flaws in the design of the US Space 

Station Freedom may send engineers back to the drawing boards for a redesign 
of the planned orbiting outpost for America’s exploration of ibe solar system. 

A new study has estimated that the astronauts in charge of putting the 
Freedom together in space might have to spend so much time on repairs, even 
before the station is assembled, that construction may never be completed. 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nasa) officials said on 

^ Newsof the space station’s woes was a further blow to the US space industry. 
A SI 50 million Intelsat tekcommunications satellite launched last week by 
Martin Marietta’s Tital rocket is in a useless orbit and may require a space 
shuttle mission to save iL (Reuter) ^ 

Curb US aid to drug countries: Attorney General Dick Thornburgh 
said Monday be favours making US aid to other countries conditional on tbtir 
co-operation in curbing drug traffic. ■ , . , __ 

He pointed to an international pact on co-operation, signed by 89 govern- 
ments: It wiU takeeffect when 20of them have ratified it, as the United States has 
already done. (AP) 


Pentagon 
budget 
cut to size 


WASHINGTON, March 20, 
(AP): Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney stud yesterday the 
administration has cut the 
Defence Department budget “as 
far as we can responsibly go,” as 
the White House denied a report 
that President George Bush 
could accept a major cut in 
military spending. 

Cheney said in a speech that 
the administration had made 
“real cuts” in its $ 307 billion 
military spending plan for 1991 
that respond “directly and 
rationally” to theebanges in Eas- 
tern Europe and the Soviet 
Union. 

At the White House, spokes- 
man Marlin Fitzwater rejected a 
report that the administration 
could accept cutting the Defence 
Department budget by Sli 
billion. 

“Our position is that we have 
proposed a budget that calls for 
something like S3.9 billion in 
cuts. We intend to stick with that 
proposal,” Fitzwater said. 

Tne New York Times news- 
paper reported Sunday the 
administration is willing to 
accept a $19 billion to $ 1 ! billion 
cut in fiscal 1991 military spend- 
ing, in response to pressure from 
Capitol Hill for even more severe 
reductions. 


Britain 
to probe 
Nazi war 
crimes 


LONDON, March 20, (AP): The 
government said today it is setting 
op a specialist war crimes unit of 
police officers to investigate 
alleged World War D atrocities 
committed by people now living in 
Britain. 

Home Secretary David Wad- 
dington said tire British police had 
never investigated war crimes 
before and the unit would work in 
the same way the police inves- 
tigated “any other criminal 
activities.” 

He said the police, the legal 
authorities and the courts would 
have the responsibility for 
prosecutions, trials and convic- 
tions and the govenmaent would 
not interfere. 

Waddington made his announ- 
cement iu tire Hoise of Commons, 
which voted 273 to 60 yesterday on 
the second stage of the new war 
crimes ND, approving it in princi- 
ple. The bffl would make prosecu- 
tions possible despite the long 
lapse of time since the war ended in 
1945. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher backs the bill, which has 
to go through farther stages 
before it becomes law. When the 
legislation wes*in traduced earlier 
tfa|g month, government officials 
said the first trial might be held 
before the end of this year. . 

“Nobody widd have chosen to 
address these issues so long after 
the event,' * said Waddington. * 

“It is 9o long since the war and 
the instinctive wish of most of us is 
to get on with onr lives in peace and 
not to rake over the past, let alone 
the pasts of men who have lived 
peacefully in this country since 
before some members of 
parliament were born." 

“But sometimes one is brought 
face to face with facts that cannot 
be buried, with deeds so terribe 
that they caanot be forgotten. And 
as long as one of those responsible 
survives, the world wifi cry out for 
jretice,” Washington said. 

In December, the House of 
Commons voted 348 to 123 for 
legislation to proseente people for 
war crimes in Germany or Ger- 
man-occupied territory. 

British news reports have said 
aB the suspects hi Britain are from 
the Soviet republics of Lithuania, 
Latvia and Ukraine, where Che 
Nazis recruited ItiDer squads and 
massacred thousands of people. 

New war crimes trials are 
opposed by Lord Shawcross, who 
as Sir Hartley Shawcross was 
British chief prosecutor at the 
Nuremberg trials of leading Nasi 
war criminals. 

“To raise aO these issues and 
spend an enormous amount of 
money to convict three or four old 
men and send them to (he in a 
prison hospital is counter-prodnc- 
tive and Dot wortfcwfle,” be said in 
statement. 

6 injured in 
Shell oil blast 

LONDON, March 20, (Reuter): Six 
workers were injured today when an 
explosion tore through a Shell oil 
refinery in northwest England, fire 
officers said. 

Scores of Firemen fought the blaze, 
winch spread to other parts of the 
plant as flammable xylene liquid, a 
substance similar to petrol, escaped 
from a main production area. 

The fire at the refinery in Stanlo w, 
Ellesmere Port, was eventually 
brought under control after three 
and a half a hours. 


Swiss get tough on 
money laundering 

Fine and jail for guilty party 


BERNE, March 20, (Reuter): 
Anxious to dispel any thoughts 
that it might be a vault for dirty 
money, Switzerland has pas- 
sed a bill which outlaws laun- 
dering of criminal proceeds 
and makes financial Institu- 
tions check the identity of their 
customers. 

The Justice Ministry said 
today that the upper house had 
passed the bill unanimously dur- 
ing a late sitting yesterday. It 
should now become law within 
months. 

Under the law. anyone convic- 
ted of knowingly concealing the 
origins of illegal profits would 
face a fine or imprisonment. 

In serious cases, when the 
guilty party is found to be work- 
ing for a’ crime ring or has 
obtained a very large profit, the 
fine could be as much as one 
million Swiss francs ($670,000) 


and might be coupled with a jail 
term of up to five years. 

Financial institutions would 
be required to check the identity 
of those depositing funds with 
them. 

Switzerland has been criticised 
in recent years by foreign police 
departments and governments 
which say it has failed to slop 
drug cartels and other criminals 
hiding behind its banking secrecy 
laws. 

Until now, money laundering 
has only been an office if it could 
be proved that profits were 
ploughed back into drug traf- 
ficking and Swiss banks operated 
a voluntary agreement to ascer- 
tain the identity of customers 
depositing or withdrawing more 
than 100,000 francs ($67,000). 

The new Jaw would not penal - 
ise negligence in accepting 
criminal funds. The banks stron- 
gly objected to such a proposal. 


saying it was impracticable and 
would impose police-type duties 
on them. 

Some critics say this makes the 
legislation inadequate. 

“The banker or his employee 
must have direct knowledge of 
drug trafficking and show com- 
mitment to helping it. I don’t 
think there exists in the world a 
banker stupid enough to make 
such intentions public,” said 
Member of Parliament and 
author Jean Ziegler in a book on 
money laundering published last 
month. 

But a Justice Ministry spokes- 
woman said the law would give 
the cantonal courts powers to 
investigate and prove that illegal 
funds were deliberately con- 
cealed. 

“The courts will collect 
evidence just as they would for a 
murder," she said. 


Tough time for Maggie 

Polls indicate Labour ahead 


LONDON, March 20. (Reuter): 
British Prime Minister margaret 
Thatcher began one of the tough- 
est weeks of her political life with 
a visit to an “ideal home” exhibi- 
tion yesterday, but aides stressed 
she had no intention of changing 
her house — or job. 

The long-planned visit, one 
day after she issued a defiant 
“I’m not quilting” call, gave 
Thatcher a short break before 
she returned to her official 10 
Downing Street residence and 
plunged into the problems facing 
the ruling Conservative Party. 

The government unveils today ■ 
a budget expected to be a painfiil 
one for voters already grumbling 
under high interest rates, infla- 
tion 3nd an unpopular new tax. 

Two days later the Con- 
servatives seemcertain to suffer a . 
crushing defeat in a by-election 
for their - previously safe . 
•parliamentary seat of Mid-Staf- 


fordshire in Central England, in 
a massive swing to theopposition 
Labour Party. 

As Thatcher admired money- 
saving household appliances at 
London's Earl's court exhibition 
centre, one disgruntled voter told 
her he had bought his home two 
years ago and was now strug- 
gling financially. 

“Two years ago, you used to 
be my hero," said printer Colin 
Osbourne. “Hopefully, in two 
years I will be your heroine 
again.” replied Thatcher, refer- 
ring to the general election that 
must be held by mid- 1992. 

At a regular meeting with 
party chairman Kenneth Baker 
and parliamentary managers 
yesterday, Thatcher reviewed the 
week’s diary. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) John Major, 
charged with turning the bat- 
tered economy around, has little 
. option but to unveil the toughest 


budget since 1981, when the then 
Chancellor Sir Geoffrey Howe 
savaged public spending and 
borrowing to fight inflation. 

Inflation, running at annual 
rate of 7.7 per cent, is still econ- 
omic enemynumber one. In what 
is being described as the “grim 
and bear it" budget. Major is 
expected to revise forecasts of a 
two percentage point drop by the 
year’s end and predict inflation 
still above seven per cent into 
1991. 

Economists said favourable 
market reaction to the budget 
will be crucial to stop sterling 
weakening further and interest 
rates being forced even higher 
than the current 1 5 per cent. 

With economic growth slow- 
ing, the trade deficit widening 
and wage costs rising. Major can 
do little toease the lot of ordinary 
tax-payers without fuelling infla- 
tion. 





New cabinet 

Haiti’s provisional government installed a new cabinet on Monday whose 13 
members included representatives of the former military regime and of Its 
opponents. 

Provisional President Ertha Pascal T rouillot swore in the cabinet members in a 
ceremony in the presidential palace one week after former military leader 
General Prosper Avril flew into exile in the United States, turning power over to a 
civilian council of state that will govern along with rouillot. 

TrouiJJot promoted General Abraham to the grade of lieutenant-general after 
the appointment of the cabinet. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Britain 
raises 
booze tax 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The petrol increase widens a 
differentia] in favour of unleaded 
petrol against leaded to nearly 16 
pence (26 cents) a gallon or 
almost four pence (2.5 cents) a 
litre. 

In the first televised budget 
from the House of Commons, 
Major said Britain’s economy 
would grow by only one per cent 
this year before rising to 2.75 per 
cent in 1991. 

Heckled by opposition 
Labour Party members with 
cries of “bye-bye,” Major stres- 
sed the first person singular when 
he said afteT announcing one set 
of proposals lasting For five 
years: “At the end of that period, 
1 will review the position again.” 

He was repeatedly interrupted 
after announcing a concession to 
offset the impact of a new “poll 
tax" due to come into force in 
England and Wales on April 1. 

The tax has led to widespread 
protests and been blamed for the 
government's lowly standing in 
opinion polls, in which it trails 
Labour by more than 20 points. 


Hacker breaks into US computer network 


PITTSBURGH, March 20, (Reuter): An intruder has 
managed to electronically penetrate an international 
computer network and enter the computer systems of 
several of the network’s members in the United States, 
government officials said yesterday. 

The network, Internet, is a world-wide collection of 
systems finking more than 1 50,000 computers used by 
scientists and the mffitaiy around the world. In the 
United States, its members include major universities, 
government centres and large corporations. 

In recent weeks, soraoene has made several attempts 
to get into Internet, and has managed to penetrate 
members’ computers several times, said Terry 
McGillen, a spokesman for the Computer Emergency 


Respor 
trackst 


>use Team (Cert), a government agency that 
i computer crime. Its activities are co-ordinated 

at Carnegie-MeUon University here. 

“ As of this morning, we know of several systems tha t 
have been broken into within the last week, and several 
dozen more attempts that were made on March 1 5 and 
16" he said. 

However, McGtflen emphasised that the most recent 
efforts do not involve a computer virus, which actively 
destroys computer files. 

According to investigators, someone has broken 
into the Internet system and used it to steal informa- 
tion, such as computer passwords. 


Man must resist making technology the idol of modern times: Pope 


CHJVASSO, Italy, March 20, (AP): Pope * 
John Paul II, visiting one of Italy’s most 
important technical centres, warned yes- 
terday about making technology- the idol 
of modern times. 

The Pope said that the dignity ofhuman 
beings can not be “sacrificed to the 
machine’* and that unemployment result- 
ing from advanced technology “can’t be 
morally accepted.” 

“It’s necessary to resist the temptation 

to make technology a new idol ... tech- 
nology and its products are not all ... how 
can we forget, for example, the polluting 
effects linked to technological develop- ■ 
ment ... and questions about the destina- 


tions of technological products?” the Pope 
asked workers during a visit to the Olivetti 
and Fiat-Landa plants. 

The Pope visited the Olivetti computer 
factory in Ivrea and the Fiat-Landa auto 
plant in nearby Chivasso in northern Italy 
to mark the feast day of St Joseph, con- 
sidered the patron of workers. 

The pontiff has frequently met with 
groups of workers and spoken of his own 
experiences as an employee in a queny in 
his native Poland before he became a 
priesL 

“The Pope has come here to ackn- 
owledge and pay homage to the dignity of 
each worker,” John Paul said in his 


address to Olivetti employees. 

John Paul n conceded that technology 
can be an ally of humans and said that 
technological advancement is irreversible. 

But he stressed that the principle of 
“man’s pre-eminence over technology” 
must be remembered. 

“Automation and sophisticated equip- 
ment are causing not a few problems for 
workers, their families and sodety,” he 
added, speaking in Italian. 

In Ivrea the Ptipe was welcomed by 
Carlo De Benedetti, who heads a financial 
empire including the Olivetti Corporation. 

Production at the Lancia plant, which 
employs 5,000 workers and makes more 


than 500 cars a day, was suspended during 
the Pope’s speech in a huge tenL 

The Pope walked among the workers, 
who kissed hisring,and then asked them to 
show solidarity with immigrants, who 
have been streaming into Italy by the 
thousands in recent years from Northern 
Africa and other impoverished areas. 

’.'Each man must have the right to seek 
working opportunities ... also beyond 
national and continental borders.” he 
said. 

“Humanity by now lives in a single 
village ... because of the growing inter- 
dependence among humans and nations.” 



Pope during a visit to the Olivetti factory in Ivrea, Italy, on right Olivetti president 
Carlo de Benedetti. (Reuter wirephoto} 




A profile of 


WINDHOEK. March 20, (Agencies): His- 
tory: A German protectorate since 1 884 dur- 


ing Europe's colonial expansion in Africa. 
i fell to South Africa control in 1915 


Namibia 
after the defeat of German forces. 

South Africa received a mandate to govern 
in 1920 by the League of Nations, but it 
refused to recognise the transfer of the man- 
date to United Nations after its founding in 
1945. 

Amid early efforts to negotiate indepen- 
dence. the South West Africa People's Organ- 
isation launched a guerrilla war in 1966. The 


UN Security Council approved Resolution 
435. an independence plan, in 1978. South 
Africa refused to surrender control and 
proceeded with an internal settlement, 
demanding that independence be linked to 
Cuban troop withdrawal from neighbouring 
Angola. 

Fighting in Angola intensified, involving 
South African forces in the late 1980s. Amid 
warming of superpower relations, mounting 
economic and political pressure on Pretoria, 
South Africa accepted Resolution 435 Dec 22. 
1988 in a US-brokered deal that also called for 


Cuban withdrawal from Angola. 

Full independence is reached tomorrow. 
Geography: Twice the size of South Africa, 
with less than four per cent of South Africa's 
population, Namibian territory placed over a 
map of Europe would touch London, Rome 

^Sparsely populated with the bulk of people 
in the north, Namibia is on the South Atlantic 
coast of southern Africa with a 930-mue 
(1,500 km) coastline. WaJvis Bay, the only 
deep-water port, is a South African enclave. 
Thecontinent’s 1 5th-largest country, approx- 


imaidy one per cent ofthe total land is arable. 
Its neighbours are Angola to the north. Zam- 
bia and Zimbabwe to the northeast, Bots- 
wana to the east and South Africa to the 
south. 


dropped, leaving. only English as the official 


The only railroad to Namihia 

SouthAfrica. , - 


People: The population of 1-3 million is 
made up of 11 major ethnic groups, the largest 
of which is the Ovambos, followed by the 
Kavango, and includes 100,000 whites, 
mainly German and South African descen- 


dants, as the fifth-largest group. Upon 
independent tomorrow Afrikaans wflj be 


ys Heavily dependent on South 

Africa for its economy, Namibia boast tire 
world's largest uranium mine. Chiefly British 
and South African controlled mining of uran- 
ium, diamonds, copper and zinc makes 
Namibia Africa’s fourth-largest exporter of 
miner als^ which account for 73. per cent of 
export earnings. The territory’s fust gold 
mine opened in November 1989. Fishing, 
cattle and sheep raising are major industries. 
Namibia has a well-developed infrastructure 


Govenaoeat The independence .govern^ 
ment will be installed under a constiteti^. 
drafted by a 72-seat constftuentassdnb^^fiat; - 
vests power in a national assemMy cre^eji- 
from the constituent assembly,; a- str ong r 
executive presidency and an mdcp^Pdctyt; 
judiciary. The president conunaaddr-4a<*irf v 
ofthe defence forces, is elected :by 
majority of the assembly for a maxirmnn of 
two five-year terms. 


Angola 

flexible 


to end 


civil war 


WINDHOEK, (UPI): US 
Secretary of State James Baker 
found “new flexibility” on the 
part of the president of Angola 
today on achieving a political 
settlement in the Angolan civil 
war. a senior US official said. 

Baker promised President 
Jose Eduardo Dos Santos that 
the United States is prepared to 
improve its relations with 


Angola if it co-operates in 
' Dlomti 


breaking the diplomtic 
stalemate with the armed 
opposition headed by Jonas 
SaWmbi, the official said. 

Talks between Dos Santos 
and the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
have been stalled since last year, 
and there has bom heavy 
fighting between the Soviet- 
backed Angolan government 
and Savimbi'5 forces, which are 
backed with US military aid. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze talked to 
Dos Santos yesterday and was 
to see Baker later today. 

Shevardnadze assured the 
African National Congress 
today the Soviet Union would 
continue to support the black 
nationalist South African 
movement in its fight against 
apartheid. 

Shevardnadze held talks with 
leaders of the ANC, including 
Joe Modise, commander of its 
military wing, Umkhonto We 
Sizwe (Spear of the Nation), in 
the Zambian capital, where the 
ANC has maintained its 
headquarters for the past 25 
years. 

"We will continue supporting 
the aims of the ANC in its fight 
against apartheid,” said 
Shevardnadze. 

No specific reference was 
made during the talks to the 
ANC's armed struggle, senior 
ANC member Stanley 
Mabezela said. 

“We assume the Soviets’ 
support is still there. As far as 
the ANC and the Soviets are 
concerned, there is no change in 
policies," Mabezela said. 

In reference to recent reforms 
by South African President 
Frederikde Klerk, 
Shevardnadze said, “the phase 
is now very crucial and we share 
the view that we are now 
entering a decisive stage-” 

Baker and Shevardnadze are 
in Windhoek to participate in 
independence celebra tions for 
Namibia. 

The United States does not 
recognise the Angolan 
government and this status 
could be one of the inducements 
Baker offers Dos Santos if he 
enters into substantive, 
productive negotiations with 
Unita that lead to an end of the 


war. 


The US official, who is deeply 
involved in US policy in Africa, 
discussed Baker's meeting with 
Dos Santos on the basis he not 
be identified . ”Z have noticed 
new flexibility on the part” of 
Dos Santos on seeking a 
ceasefire, the official said. 

‘The secretary said in the 
context of a ceasefire and the 
beginning of good faith 
negotiations, the United States 
is prepared to improve its 
relations with the government 
of Angola.” the official said. 

"President Dos Santos 
indicated he agrees that a 
ceasefire is the necessary first 
step to a political solution and 
that his government is prepared 


to consider enteringa 
jtiation,” theoffiri 


ialsaid. 

assigned one of his top 

aides, Herman Cohen, assistant 
secretary for Africa, to try to 
move the ceasefire process 
forward in talks with Gen. 
Franca Edalu, chief of staff of 
Angola’s armed forces. 

The official could give no 
explanation for Dos Santos’ 
apparent new willingness to talk 
about a ceasefire with Unita, 

but said Baker had told the 

Angolan president the United 
Suites is committed to shipping 
military aid to Sayimbi’s forces 
"until reconciliation is 
achieved.” . 

“I was under the impression 
that he felt a ceasefire is a 

S3KTHSKU 

of Baker. 



UN ends 


mission 


without 


a shot 


A Namibian boy paints a mural on a Windhoek street to celebrate his country's independence from South Africa. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Freedom at midnight; 


birth of a new nation 


WINDHOEK, March 20, 
(UPI): As South Africa 
prepared to lower its flag over 
Namibia today and etosetbe. 
last chapter in Africa’s colonial . 

history, UN peacekeeping 
troops were reveling m the sue-', 
cess of their most ambitious 
operation in 30 years. 
Not a shot was fired in com- 
bat by the blue berets since they 
landed by the thousands on 
Namibian soil a year ago. The 
territory’s new constitution is 
heralded as one of the most 
democratic in Africa and peace 
has returned to a land tom 
asunder by war fora quarter 
- century. 

UN Secretary-Gtm«al Javier 
Perez de Cueflar arrived in the 
territory to attend the midnight 
independence cekbrafconsand 
to praise his troops, who 
already nave begun witndraw- 
ing and winding up thcaropera- 
tion. 

At the same time^anew army 
to maintain the peace is emerg- 
ing. In theapint of the call for 
national reconciliation by 
Namibia's new President, Sam 
Nujoma, the new defence forces 
consists of equal numbers of 
former guerrillas and former 
Sooth African-backed troops. 
‘It’s one more pleasant smpr- 
ise in this process that has peo- : 
pie walking around pinching 
rh^mselves, saving, “can it really 



Hurd (right) met South African President FW de Klerk to 

economic and security situation in Southern Africa. (Reuter wKephdW) 







Dignitaries arrive for Namibia celebrations — 


>; fbsc&rooke^man Fred 1 
udonthci 


JOHANNESBURG, Mari& 2fri. 
(Reuter): British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd urged 
businessmen today to accept that 
South Africa's wealth should be : 
fairly - distributed among all 
races, but said nationalisation 
: was not the way to do it 

“The aim must be to preserve 

HurcTsaid in anadSr^B^bosin-' 
essmen at the end of a-36-hoiir 

Jifhe 


. 


was convinced there wasabstter 

- . Mandela has said, repeatedly 
since his release on -Feb 1 1 after 


WINDHOEK, March 20, (AP): The new police uniforms aren't ready, 
foreign guests have to park their planes in other countries, and not 
everyone is ready to accept independence. But the new nation of 
Namibia is about to be bom. 

Despite such last-minute hiccups, Namibians pressed ahead yester- 
day with plans to turn Africa’s last colony into an independent state 
today, bringing to an end 75 years of South African rule. 

An estimated 5,000 foreign visitors, mostly diplomats and journal- 


ists, are expected to join tens of thousands of Namibians to watch the 
South African flag lowered in favour of Namibia's red, green and blue 
banner. 

United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar will be 
“lent at Namibia’s birth, along with South African President F W de 
rk, South African blade leader Nelson Mandela, at least 10 African 
heads of state, Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze and US 
Secretary of State Janies Baker. 


On his arrival, Perez de 
Cuellar said Namibian indepen- 
dence was a major achievement 
for the Uniied Nations. “The 


Namibia's first 


in 


world now speaks of the 


ipe 

Namibian model, in praise of the 


determination, restraint, 
tolerance and political maturity 
of the Namibian people,” be said 
at the airport. 

Baker made no comment on 
arriving at the airport and he and 
Ins party were whisked away in a 
convoy of cars. 

The creation of the indepen- 
dent state, in celebrations start- 
ing today and culminating 
tomorrow, will end 75 years of 
South Africa rule. 

The Wednesday independence 
date was chosen to mark the 30th 
anniversary of the“SbarpeviUe 
massacre,” when 69 unarmed 
demonstrators were shot dead in 
South Africa while protesting 
apartheid laws in a black town- 
ship south of Johannesburg. 

"The day was chosen as a sign 
of solidarity not only for the peo- 
ple of Namibia, but also with the 
people of South Africa,” said 
Hinkepunye Pohamba, who will 
become the home affairs minister 
in the new government. 

Pohamba is a member of the 
South-West Africa People’s 
Organisation, the group that 
waged a 23-year war against 
South African rule and captured 
57 per cent of the vote in elections 
last November. Swapo’s long- 
time leader Sam Nujoma will 


become 
president 

South Africa agreed 
December 1988 to grant 
independence to Namibia under 

calls for & withdraw its 

50.000 soldiers from Marxist- 
ruled Angola by mid-1991. 

South Africa captured the 
German colony during World 
Warl. 

Namibia for decades has had 
the same apartheid laws of racial 
segregation as South Africa, 
although most were scrapped in 
-recent years and the huge, arid 
territory of \3 million people has 
a more relaxed atmosphere than 
SouthAfrica. 

Labourers at several sites 
hurried to finish platforms and 
bleachers as the dignitaries 
began arriving for the celebra- 
tions that were starting today. 

Windhoek airport, which 
usually handles about six flights 
a day, must cope with some 200 
planes today and tomorrow. 

Preparations have gone 
relatively smoothly so far, but 
the new government could face 
its first political headache the day 
it takes over. 

In the dusty central town of 
Rehoboth, where virtually ail the 

20.000 residents are of mixed- 
race, leaden are refusing to relin- 
quish the extensive local auton- 
omy granted by South Africa 
under its policy of ethnic-based 
governments. 



• said on the eve of independence. 
T don’t think you can com- 
pare it with much else. Itwas 
short and sweet and successful 
m. and under budget.'* 
Known for most of its 105 years 
under German and then South 
African rule as South West 
Africa, the sparsely populated, 
ethnk&fy divided territory 
gains independence undo- a UN 
Security Council resolution 
I more than a decade 
ago. 



Ut 

Sept 29, 1 978, Resolution 435 
sent 6,700 UN personnel 
representing 100 nations, 
including a 4,300-member 
military force, into Africa's last 
colony to oversee the transition. 

South Africa, its sanctions- 
strapped economy drained fur- 
ther by military involvement in 
Namibia and Angola, accepted 
the plan Dec 22, 1988, inaUS 
brokered deal that also included 
a withdrawal of 30,000 Cuban 
troops from Angola by July 30, 


distributing wealth,** ta 
Hurd made a ; stopover in 
Johannesburg on his way jtorai 
Cape Town, where. ! he . raet 
President F.W. deKterk yester- 
day, to Namibia, wbor he was 
scheduled to jbixx independence 
celebrations at midnight on 
Tuesday.. ; ' 

In Johannesburg he visited a 
: Soweto township: centre for. the 
rehabilitation .of criminals and 
the offices of the top-selling 
black newspaper. tfae Sowetanv 
before meeting top industrialists 
at a congress the South 
African foimdatioiL 


that the ANC would nationalise • 

■ monopolymd^^Sifitcame to 7 
. ' power. ;/ V Y'^v.v : 

Hurd called European 
Economic' €ommimay<»nces- i. 
sions to cnwiiratte change m 
So^rth^^ribaaneC tnerling 
Jtasodfiftt Dn JGerfcr ft^r- i talks •- 
aUsai 

. in South' African positions,” 
Hurd toid - reporters yesterday 

- after mecting pe KJoic for the ' L 
fiat-tune.' -■ i.- 

Aides said Hurd Would fly to h 
Johannesburg - tor unspecified’ 
meetings today before gomg^to 
Namibia for its . indepenifencc : ; 

- celebrations. ' ' . 


He will meet Mandela m 
Wmdhoekbut will not havetor- 
mal - discussions with hint or 
other ANC representatives,^ 


The $416.8 million undertak- 
ing was the 1 5th for the UN 
troops whose previous missions 
earned them the Nobel peace 
prize in 1988. 


Stressing economic reform as 
the key to South Africa's transi- 
tion from white rule to majority 
rule, Hurd told 300 businessmen 
at the privately-funded founda- 
tion that they would have to help 
Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) find 
ways to spread the country’s 
wealth more fairly. 

He said the ANC Would stress 
nationalisation ~as the key to the 
redistribution of wealth until it 


. Hurd said yesterday itwas Kk- 
ely that De Klerk will- hold 
with British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher in London i > 
;May. 

Hurd told . reporters- that 
details of the visit were being 
discussed and the two leaden 
had much to discuss about the 
changing political satuation^m 
South Africa. . . ' ; . ; ' T '•>,% • 

‘‘It is likely that the President 
will take this (the in vkation). up 
during the month of May,”Hurd 
told a press conference after 
meeting with DeKJerk aridother 
South African leaders. ” 


Perez de Cuellar (right) pins a medal on Lt Gen Pram Chand, head of the 
outgoing UN military contingent In Namibia, during an honour cremony. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


By thetime the last troops 
leave Namibia, according to 
UN estimates, $42.8 million of 
the original appro p riation wfll 
remain unspent. 



E. Bloc stunts US aid policy in Africa 


NEW YORK. March 20. (Kuna): The countries of 
Africa arc slipping further behind other regions of the 
world — Eastern Europe in particular — as the United 
States sets foreign poucy priorities for the post-cold 
warperiod. 

The paltry S 500. 000 the United States is providing to 
help Namibia's transition to democracy is a case in 
point. 

. Namibia, which gains, its independence from South 
Africa this week, is a major US diplomatic success 
s. the T 


supervision. 

But Namibia isn't treated like Eastern Europe or 
Central America which Washington is rewarding with 
neariy $ two billioa so for for embarkmg bn a snnilar 
path. 


story. For eight years, the Reagan administration 
laboured to persuade Pretoria to free Namibia in 
exchange for a pledge from Cuba to remove its troops 

from neighbouring Angola. 

An agreement was signed in December 1988, and 


Even next year, Namibia's tiny US aid package will 
rise only to about 58 million, while aU or Africa is. to . 
receive $575 million, about II per cent of total US 
foreign aid compared to 5667 muHotu or 14 per cent in 
1984. 


N ami bians subsequently produced a democratic con- 
stitution and held free elections under United Nations 


Si billion, and Israel 
annually. 

ThepmyUSaidpadmgeearniarfcixifbrNainiBiaB 
setting the US up for charges of a racial double-stan- 
dard. • : 



Perez de Cu^lar (righfl is welcomed try Namibian foreign' ni fni^sr^ecrtfwo-' ! 

ban Gurirab al Windhoek airport (Reuter wirephoto) L Vr'-.T' ^ 


Nujoma realizes lifetime dream of leading homeland 


Baker (leh) shakes hands with Angolan President JosqEduardodosSantos ata 
meeting to discuss ways achieving peace in Angola's civil war. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 


SAM NUJOMA, A burly and bearded former 
railway worker installed today as the first president 
of independent Namibia, earned an almost myth- 
ical reputation during 30 years in exile at the head of 
one of the world’s favourite African liberation 
movements. . „ . 

Nujoma returned home in September 1989 to 
lead his South West Africa People’s Organisation 
in UN-supervised independence polls in Africa’s 
last colony, ending a 23-year guerrilla war and three 
decades of successful globe-trotting for inter- 
national support. • . 

The elections disproved the world .body s 
accolade to Swapo as the “sole and authentic’’ 
representative of Namibia’s 13 million people but 
nevertheless gaveSwapo a sufficient share of the^ 72 
seats in a constituted assembly to fulfil Nujoma’s 


dreams ofleadme Namibia. 

“Whites have Been misled by successive govern- 
ments of the South African regime about their 
future in a Swapo-led g o v e rnm ent," Nujoma said 
in one interview. 

Nujoma’s political career began in earnest in toe 
1950s white working for the South African railways 
as a steward — a job that frequently took him to 
Cape Town where he rendevouzed with other 
Namibian activists to plot their strategies against 
Pretoria. 

Dismissed from the railways because of trade 



dhoek in the what is now the black township of 
Katutura. 


Born on May 12, 1929 in northern Ovamboland 
: — the heart of Swapo’s tribal-based support — 
Nujoma has never earned the distinction as an 
articulate, well-educated man. 

. Bat haring survived aa head of Swapo through 
years of division between its internal and external 
wings Stands as testimony to his cleverness. 

Nqjoma’s 30- years in ^ exile first took ^him to the 
United States in June I960 where he appeared 
before a United Nations committee on Sotrih West 
Afrnc& imd met ocher leaders * 

After renaming the movement Swapo. Nujoma 
returned to T anz a nia and set up provisional 
headquarters in 1961 and madeDarEs SaJtaam the 
base for b» world travelling that nurtured, the 
backing ofthe organisation of African Unity for 
formal assistance m 1964. 



Nujoma- 
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M* Algeria amends law ahead of polls 


ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 1990 


5P« 



ALGIERS, March 20, (Renter)' Aleerin 
has amended us electonU fcwbj adomhS 

■jSSasraasaws 

ffSWMBJESES 

day, was aimed at achieving wider 

S ? ra * ^ opposition leaders have 
applauded the new rules but accused the 
ruling National Liberation Front (FLN) 
or changing them in its favour at the last 
minute. 

' ' Algeria . embraced multi-party 


democracy last year and 21 opposition 
parties have since been legalised to com- 
pete in local and provincial elections on 
June 12. 

The opposition is trying to pm pressure 
on the government to delay theeleclions to 
give it more time to prepare. 

Under the new rules, the party that wins 
an absolute majority of votes takes a 
proportional number of seals, instead of 
all the seats under the old system. 

If no party wins an absolute majority, 
the winning party takes half the seats, and 
the rest are distributed in proportion to 
votes among parties that polled at least 
seven per cenL 

Prime Minister Mouloud Hamrouche 
has said the change was designed to give 


smaller parties a voice in elected assem- 
blies ano guarantee the FLN a foothold in 
districts where it was a minority. 

The powerful fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) is widely expected to 
capture a number of town and provincial 
governments. But the new rules will make 
it difficult for either the FIS or the FLN to 
take over an elected assembly completely. 

Algeria has also passed a press law 
breaking the state's long monopol y on the 
media and providingjail terms for journal- 
ists who deliberately write wrong informa- 
tion damaging state security or national 
unity. 

The ldw is a key element of liberal 
political reforms designed to end 27 years 
of one-party rule, guarantee freedom of 


expression and lay the groundwork for 
multi-party elections. 

But it has angered journalists and the 
state daily A1 Moudjahid commented 
today “democracy has stumbled.” 
Defending the law to reporters after its 
adoption late yesterday, assembly spokes- 
man Abdelaziz Belkhadem said it guaran- 
teed free access to sources of information 
and freedom of expression in accordance 
with die constitution. 

It also allows private groups and 
individuals to set up their own newspapers 
and radio and television stations. 

These clauses are revolutionary in a 
country that since independence in 1962 
has kept the media under tight control of 
the government - 


Talks On Shamir, Peres reach stalemate Mengistu 

A'ghan Israeli House d ~ 


issue in 
Helsinki 

WASHINGTON, March 20, 
lh (Reuter): Officials from the 
United States, which wants the 
communist-ruled Afghan gover- 
nment to step down, will Hism^ 
Afghanistan with Soviet officials 
in Helsinki this week, the State 
Department said today. 

Deputy State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher did 
not give an agenda for talks bet- 
ween Undersecretary of State 
John Kelly and a Soviet counter- 
part. They are likely to discuss 
Afghan -President Najibullah’s 
call for a congress, of his ruling 
party to debate surrender of its 
monopoly on power. 

Another US official, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
• NaiibuUah's statements did not 


split evenly 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. March 20, (Agen- 
cies): Israel's two main parties emerged today with 
equal parliamentary support, leaving President 
Chaim Herzog to decide which will have the chance 
to form the next government. 

Legislators said that at the end of Herzog’s con- 
sultations with all factions of the 120 -seat 
Parliament, members were split 60-60 between 
Likud Party Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
Labour Party leader Shimon Perez. 


Napbuuan s statements aid not 
go far enough. 

“Najibuilah and his party 
should leave office altogether 



and allow a government to be 

peopIe/Mhe official sauMn 
outlining US policy. 

Boucher told a press briefing 
thatKelly is going to Helsinki for 
“expert discussions with the 
Soviets, aspart of a regular series 
of expert meetings that we hold.” 

Najibuilah proposed a party 
meeting, the second, in 25 years, 
but did not set a date. The meet- 
ing wonkfmehide discussions on 
revising the country's charter, 
accordmgrto a report xraStmday 
by. Afghanistan’s official Bakh- 
tar News Agency. 



The report said the proposal 
came after a purge of Central 
Committee members believed 
associated with an attempted 
coup against Najibullah’s gover- 
nment March 6 . 

“We announced twoycarsago 
that we are giving 19 monopoly 
of power, but in practice we have 
changed our stand very little so 
far,” Bakhtar quoted Najibuilah 
as saying. 

US-supported guerrillas have 
been fighting the Soviet-backed 
government for more than a 
decade. After the Soviet Union 
withdrew its troops last year, the 
guerrillas demanded that 
Najibuilah leave office before 
they would participate in any 
peace talks. 

■ Bush administration officials 
were quoted as saying in Washin- 
gton yesterday that Najibuilah 
was warned in advance by the 
Soviet Union of a March 6 coup 
attempt and, in whatmaybe a 
related move, sent his family to 
Moscow several weeks before 

hand. _ 

The Washington Times news- 
' paper quoted US intelligence 
■ officials as saying there are signs 
• .l.. k T'»n nmlnnc 


I help before the fighting m Kabul 
; even began. . . „ . 

If true, the revelations uuncate 

■ the Soviets played a farwider role 

■ than previously known in belp- 
f ing the Afghan leader fend oftthe 
i mutiny within the communist 

■ People's Democratic Party of 
[.Afghanistan. 

>' The coup attempt, led by 
I Defence Minister Gen Shahn- 

! awaz and crushed after two days 

"of bitter fighting, 

' : serious threat to NajibuUah s 
* rule since Soviet troops left Algn 
/amstan in February 1989. 

!U ^ Gen Tanai ™ 

i plotting a coup two 

i launch^. «« “ 

declined an offer from Moaow 
fc _ for direct military backing dur 

it^-said .the, soviet 
i Union’s extensive 

Manned aid informed the 
^ Afghan president 
Afghan rebels say 

I backers in , . d 

1 “We’re very despertte, ^ 

[ Mohamad Sa IgQ* f Afgh- 

t NationalkUmicFr ^ odera(e 

1 amstan, or JNiia, “ 

rSunitiMuslimfaf^^^ 

vcoaUtionofmujahc^«^ 

. M I don’t know how long 
go on.” 




Rabbi Ovadia Yosef listens to political advice during a meeting of the 
■ ultra-religious Shas Party. The 69-year-old rabbi could be the pivotal 
man to decide who rules the Jewish state next (Reuter wirephoto) 

AL offers Aoun 
safety for quitting 

AMMAN, March 20, (AP): An Arab League mediation panel has 
proposed thatrenegade Lebanese Christian Army leader Gen. Michel 
Aoun evacuate the presidential palace in exchange for "his personal 
safety,” a Jordanian newspaper reported today. 

The English-language daily Jordan Times, quoting unidentified 
diplomatic sources, said in return an Arab summit will convene to 
guarantee Aoun’s demands for withdrawal of Syrian troops from 

^(^source told the Times that Arab League envoy Lakhdar Ibra- 
h*mi discussed the plan with Lebanese leaders Sunday and Monday. 

The Amman-dated report said Lebanon as a main topic of dismission ■ 
between Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and Saudi Arabia’s King 
Fahd at a meeting in Saudi Arabia last weekend. 

“King Fahd voiced appreciation for Iraq’s strict adherence to its 
pledge to halt arms supplies to Aoun,” a source was quoted as saying. 

The report* said that Aoun recent statements about starting talks 
were based on the realisation that Iraq’s arms supplies would dry up. 
The Iraqi support stemmed from its bitter competition with Syria. _ 
The paper said the formula included Syria withdrawing from certain 
positions facing Aoun’s stronghold and to refrain from any military 
mov eme nt which could be seen as hostile to the Christian enclave. 

The report said the plan also includes asking Samir Geagea, com- 
mander of the Lebanese Forces, the main Christian militia, not to 
threaten Aoun. Almost 800 people have died in clashed between the two 
since Jan 30. 

The source told the Arab League panel would seek guarantees for 

Aoun’s safety from all the parties involved ip Lebanon. 

■ An explosrvedevice exploded before midnight yesterday near a hotel 
in western sector of Beirut that is to host the first parliamentary session 
later today -since election of President Elias Hrawi. 

Security sources said that. the device was hidden in a wooden hut 
behind the Carlton Hotel, overlooking the Mediterranean, and its 
explosion wounded an elderiy man and smashed a number of windows 

in the hotel and nearby houses in addition to starting afire. 


By law Herzog must choose the Parliament mem- 
ber with the most realistic chance of forming a 
government and so could even select a third choice, 
such as former defence minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
Labour. 

Shamir and Peres appeared to have reached 
stalemate in their battle to lead. 

Political sources said Herzog wanted to make his 
derision quickly, possibly even today. 

. A majority of legislators who met 
Herzog demanded further efforts to 
make peace with Palestinians. 
Shamir’s coalition fell over the issue 
in the first successful no-confidence 
vote of Israel’s 42-year history. 

Security officers searched the 
grounds of Herzog's residence today 
after an anonymous bomb threat 
against the president, who aides said 
had received a flood of mafl trying to 
sway his decision. 

Police also detained a woman who 
scaled a fence shouting threats to kill 
the president There was no indica- 
tion of her motive. 

Neither Labour nor Likud has 
enough seats to form a government 
alone and small factions continued to 
line up behind the two major parties. 

A religious party that lacked 
Shamir insisted, however, .that it 
wanted the search to resume for 
peace with Palestinians. 

“We asked f Shamir) only one con- 
dition — the peace process should 
continue,” Rabbi Avraham' Ravitz.- 
of the two-member Degel Hatorah - 
told reporters. He added that he 
nrigbtjoina Labour-led government. 

Amnon Rubinstein of the Liberal 
Shimri Party said: “There is today in 
my opinion a majority of Knesset 
members who are for the peace 
process, the same peace process that 
Shamir torpedoed.” 

Shmui supported Peres to form the 
nest government, saying it would 
make no sense to give another chance 
to Shamir after he had just been 
defeated. 

Palestinians see the coDapse of 
Israel's government as prooF that 
1 meeting of the their 27-month uprising has pushed 
d be the pivotal their cause to the centre of the Israeli 

.er wirephoto) political stage. 

“The Israeli government did not 
collapse because of disputes over 

I DA Soviet Jewish imi grants or differen- 

I I ces over economic policies. It fell 

because of differences on the Pales- 
m ti man question. 

1 A ■ da ima “The Palestinian issue has been 
I II I legitimised in Israel,” said Ghassan 

m m AI Khatib, a Palestinian nationalist 

and leftist academic from the West 
ation panel has Bank town of Ra m a Jlah . 
der Gen. Michel Many Palestinians, who 
ar “his personal previously ignored differences bet- 
ween major Israeli political parties, 
ing unidentified ray Arabs are better off negotiating 
wiU convene to with Labour than the hardline 

an troops from Likud. 

■ Theman who may decide who wfll 
v I .alfhriar Tbra- head Israel’s new government is an 
and Monday. unKkely kingmaker, a 69-yrar-old 

pic of discussion. ^ ow P f ° r v; J 0rail 

1 Arabia^sKing ■*oto*v«l-i.fore W ii>olicy. 

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, spiritual 

adherence to its °, f *■“ dtra-oithodox Shas 

Party, already made his power felt 
“P 1 “2? sajong. when he put aside his daily task of 

Lit Starting ta lks giriding his flncfc and ad vised Shamir 

S would dry up. to accept US-backed peace 

a with Syria. proposals. 

ingfromoertmn Shamir said no, and Yosef then 
om any military used his spiritual authority to topple 

ian enclave. Shamir’s government by withhoW- 

lr Geagea, com- ing the parliamentary votes of his 

1 militia, not to Sins Party Iasi Thursday, 
between the two ■ Moscow is closely watching 

Israel’s government crisis, whose rip- 
Ir pk effects go beyond the Jewish 

k guarantees for ^tenud affairs, according to 

\ , , Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman 

rday near a hotel Gennadi Gerasimov. 

unentary session He told a briefing the Soviet Union 

wants to see political events in Israel 
n a wooden hut develop in such a way that would 

rranean, and its bring closer a fair and comprehensive 

nber of windows settlement of the Middle East crisis 

afire. and the Palestinian question. 


system 


ADDIS ABABA, March 20. 
(Renter): Ethiopian President Meag- 
ista HaBe Mariam has aanoonccd 
plans for a multiparty system as part 
of major reforms aimed at dropping 
Marxism and allowing private enter- 
prise in the economy, diplomatic sour- 
ces said yesterday. 

They said Mengistu aimnanrfd the 
plan to visiting Canadian Aid and 
Development Minster Momqne Lan- 
dry daring a two-hoar meeting on 
Saturday. Details have ■ not been 
made public. 

A connmnsiqne issued by the official 
Ethiopian News Agency (ENA) yes- 
terday appeared to confirm Meofps- 
ta’s reported derision to create a awi- 
tiparty system in addition to reorgan- 
ising the rating Workers’ Party of 
Ethiopia (WPE) as a broad-based and 
□on-ideological National Party. 

Referring to a resolution of the 
WPE’s central committee adopting 
the reforms proposed by Meaghta 00 
March 5, ENA said “there is nothing 
in the relevant item of the resolution of 
the plenum which states that opposi- 
tion groups are leqmred to join or 
work under the WPE, which ia accor- 
dance with another item of the resoto- 
tkw, is ta be reconstructed under a new 

name.” 

One person who attended Meagis- 
tn’s meeting with Landry said the Eth- 
iopian government did not sped oat 
any timetable for introducing a mul- 
tiparty system or bolding fresh elec- 
tions. 

“Meagistn did aot say when or how 
it wffl be introduced. Bat be said it 
would be a maltiparty system,” he 
added. 

Since Mengistu aaaomiccd the 
. ,WPE has_ abandoned Soviet-style . 
Marxism Xaiiiiiiwi. prominent sym- 
bols of the party’s ditched ideology 
have began to disap p ear from the 
streets of the capital Addis Ababa. 

First to go was a poster dssphyfng 
the faces of Marx, Engels and Lean in 
revolution square, the site of mass 
rallies and military parades. 

Bat a poster of Mengbta lea din g 
enthusiastic workers and peasants 
■nder a red baaaer aad the Ethiopian 
flag contones to dominate the square. 

Elsewhere, discreet groups of work- 
men have been going round by night, 
painting oat hammers and si ck les, and 
Socialist slogans on garishly painted 
banners and displays, spana teg the 
streets of the capital. 

Scndeuts have splashed green paint 
over 1 bast ofKarl Marx outiide Addis 
Ababa University and painted a black 
“X” on the pKath underneath. 

There is lively speculation over 
when the statue of Leant outside the 
headquarter? of the Organisation of 
African Unity wffll beqnietiy removed. 

One common joke aroond Addis 
Ababa Is that the striding figure of 
Lena, ni ckname d “Johnny Walker” 
after the popular brand of whisky, is 
already facing towards the airport 

Ethiopia has never had a maltiparty 
democracy. After Emperor HaOe 
Selassie was overthrown in the 1974 
revohrfloa, the coantiy was taken over 
by radical military officers. 

Mengistu emerged as the nation’s 
new leader ia 1977 aad led las govern- 
ment into close alliance with tb Soviet 



Former US president Jimmy Carter laughs as he sits a visit to an U 
with a young Ethiopian Jewish immigrant girl during occupied J 

Carter stresses 
PLO peace role 

Jewish settlement opposed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. March 20, (Reuter): Former US 
president Jimmy Carter, speaking in Israel where the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation is officially branded a “terrorist” group, said today 
the PLO had a major role to play in the search for Middle East peace. 

“I personally believe that our government’s leaders ought to con- 
tinue their direct talks with (PLO chairman) Yasser Arafat and other 
leaders,” Carter said at the end of a three-day visit to the Jewish state, i 

“Although we certainly have strong disagreements between our 
country and the PLO, there's no doubt that the PLO can play either a 
major constructive or destructive role in the peace process,” he said. 

The former president, who once fired his UN ambassador because of 
his unauthorised contacts with the PLO, had been expected to meet 
Arafat in Tunisia after leaving Israel. ' 

However, Arafat was attending Namibian independence celebra- 
tions and Carter was to return to the United States after talks with 
Cypriot leaders tooighL 

Israeli officials have tried constantly to halt the US contacts with the 
PLO,' which offiaaHyTsegari In December! 988. Israel says the PLO is 
intent on destroying the Jewish state. 

Carter’s mediation led to the 1 979 Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty, the 
only one the Jewish state has signed with an Arab state, but the former 
president’s human rights campaigning has annoyed Israeli officials. 

He has criticised Israel’s treatment of Palestinians in the occupied 
territories — site of a 27-month-old Palestinian uprising against Israeli 
rule. 

And he told a news conference before leaving in a private aircraft that 
he shared US President George Bush's opposition to Israeli settlement 
in the territory captured by Israel during the 1967 Middle East war, 
including Arab East Jerusalem. 

“I believe that the number of Soviet Jews that will be ready to come to 
Israel is going to be radically reduced in the future if these people, 
hopeful of freedom, are used to establish facts in the occupied 
territories,” Carter said. 

Israeli settlements have been used to establish the “fact” of occupa- 
tion and hinder any withdrawal 

Carter said that directing immigrants, who are now Hooding out of 
the Soviet Union, into the disputed land would fuel opposition not just 
in Arab countries but in the Soviet Union and United States. 

His endorsement of contacts with the PLO came as Israeli leaders 
argued over a US proposal for Israeli-Palestinian peace talks in Cairo. 
The dispute led to the collapse of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
government last week. 

Those opposed to the talks argued that US efforts to get them to 
Cairo were the equivalent of getting them to talk to the PLO. 

The Israeli government recently set out to try to prove that Arafat 
had not lived up to his 1988 pledge to abandon terrorism, accusing his 
Fatah group of attacking the Jewish state. 

However, the United States has said the PLO honoured its commit- 
ment and today, Israeli Chief of Staff Lieutenant-General Don 
Shomron appeared to confirm that appraisaL 

“Arafat's Fatah is not operating against Israel from Lebanon or 
from other regions outside the frontiers of the state,” Shomron was 
quoted as saying by participants at a parliamentary committee. 


a visit to an Israeli immigration centre outside 
occupied Jerusalem. (Reuter wirephoto) 

305 Iran MPs 
■ dictate 
terms on 
s ^. hostages 

): Former US NICOSIA, March 20. (AP): A 
ales tine Libera- majority of Iran’s Parliament mem- 
oup, said today bers has demanded that the govern- 
dJe East peace. menr not negotiate to gain freedom 
s ought to con- for Western hostages m Lebanon, 
rafatand other Te ^“ ra j! io i^ruxitoday. 

. Y- . The radio, monitored in Cyprus, 

. StatC * said Parliament issued a statement 

ts between our later yesterday saying the fate of the 
an play either a captives should depend only on the 
ress,”hesaid. Lebanese, 
ador because of The statement, signed by 170 

qjected to meet members of the 270-member 
Parliament, also stated that the 
n*1rihrn_ United States is to blame for any- 
wfth ^8 that happens to the borages. 

It was the latest sign of a Tehran 
_ . . . struggle over the captives, 

on tacts \wth the Moderates led by President 
says the PLO is Hasbemf Rafsanjani have said the 

issue is moving toward a solution, 
jeace treaty, the Hardliners, whose stance was reflec- 

but the former ted in the Parliament statement, 
raeli officials. oppose freeing the hostages. 

in the occupied . 7^*“ °. fthe 'Y csteni h °« a g“ 
eaeainst Israeli m Lebanon depends on what the 
g against Israeli Muslim p^pie of Lebanon want — 

an end to the US plots in Lebanon 
'ate aircraft that and the clarification of the fate of the 
•raeb settlement Lebanese and Palestinian hostages in 
Iddle East war, prisons in the West.” the statement 
said. 

eady to come to “Tb® arrogant mass media’s 
if these people. propaganda on separating the fate of 

1 thp /v-rnnipr! lhc Western hostages from the 
1 me occupied problems of Lebanon is strongly con- 

, e demned,” the radio quoted the 

act 01 occupa- statement as saying. 

- The radio said Parliament called 
flooding out of Qn Iran’s Foreign Ministry to deny 
position not just dearly what the radio cafled rumours 

states. that Iran was involved in secret talks, 

s Israeli leaders Rafsanjani said March 7 that there 

e talks in Cairo. were no direct contacts with the 

tzhalr Shamir’s United States over the hostages, and 
Foreign Ministry officials have 
repeatedly stressed that Iran is not 
’ to get them to directly involved. 

I PLO. ■ A senior official of the pro-Iranian 

ove that Arafat Hezbollah said today be believed the 
sm, accusing his issue of Western hostages in 
Lebanon was moving towards a solu- 

ired its commit- tio “- . ... 

t .General Don But the official Hussein Mussawi, 
t-oenerai won also warried ^ ^ kidnappers 

T . would expect something in return, 

am Lebanon or The captors have demanded the 
” Shomron was release of Arabs jailed in Israel and 
i mmi ttee. European coun tries. 




Palestinian Awad Moussa (right) is being escorted by a policeman into a Cairo 
court house on Monday. Moussa was sentenced to 15 years hard labour far 
trying to recruit Egyptian nationals to spy tar Israel. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Senior Arab diplomat finds fault with communists for Israel ties 


PRAGUE, March 20, (Kuna): The dean country ana neumwang Arab reactions 
of Arab Diplomatic Corps in Prague has bad made it easier for East European 
wi^rtvioSs commtmist regimes in East CQunm<x to take^dramaucdecision 
a^nAr.b By* 


country responsible for restoration of 
-diplomatic relations between Israel and 
East bloc countries. • 

Palestine’s Ambassador to Prague 
Sameeh Abdel Fatah (Abu Hisham) said 
the new regimes .were just carrying out 
what, was already mapped out by their 

predecessors. . _ . 

In an interview with Kuwait News 
Agency (Kuna), Abu Hisham underscored 
that “doing the same thing by an Arab 


countries to take such dramatic decision." 

Egypt, which signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1979, is the only Arab country 
which maintains diplomatic relations with 
Israel 

Conceding that restoration of 
diplomatic relations with Israel was a mat- 
ter of sovereignty, Abu Hisham said the 
only alternative for the Arab was to per- 
suade East European countries to invest 
their renewed relations with Israel in the 
interest of a peaceful settlement for the 
Middle East conflict, particularly the 


Palestinian question on the basis of 
relevant UN resolutions. 

Abu Hisham outlined that Arab econ- 
omic and media absence had led to Israel’s 
growing publicity in East Europe coupled 
with a passive attitude toward the Arabs. 

“This trend was further bolstered by the 
Arab passive response toward the sweep- 
ing changes in East Europe with Israel 
emerging as the sole reveller of democracy 
in those countries,” he explained. 

The Palestinian diplomat urged the 
Arabs to intensify their presence in those 
countries particularly in the economic 
fields. 


“The economic factor was an still is the 
decisive one. That is the only way to con- 
front the Israeli presence and to stem the 
Zionist influence.” he added. 

Abu Hisham wondered what reasons 
prevent the Arabs from establishing 
diplomatic relations with the East 
European countries and the Soviet Union 
specially after the disappearance of the 
ideological factor (communism). Another 
question posed by Abu Hisham is: What 
prevent the establishment of a joint Arab 
bank to finance investment and economic 
projects? 


EEC aid 

BRUSSELS, March 20, (Reuter): 
The European Economic Commun- 
ity yesterday gave 1.47 million 
European currency units (SI. 76 
million) of emergency aid to help 
victims of renewed fighting in 
Lebanon and Cambodia. 

The money was for teams of doc- 
tors, medical equipment and food, 
the EBCs executive commission said 
in a statement A further 650,000 
Ecus (5780,000) was given to airlift 
food into southern Sudan. 

Libya lo pay 

CAIRO, March 20, (Reuter): Libya 
has agreed to pay Egypt at least 56 
milli on to help compensate the tens 
of thousands of Egyptian workers it 
expelled in 198 5, government sources 
said today. 

The agreement was the latest sign 
of improving relations between 
Cairo and Tripoli that were strained 
by more than a decade of differences 
over Middle East policy . 

WFP appeal 

NAIROBI, March 20, (Reuter): The 
world food programme (WFP) has 
appealed for SI 1.8 million to trans- 
port food to more than two million 
people displaced by dvil war in 
southern Sudan. 

Kaifu visit 

TOKYO, March 20, (Kuna): Japan’s 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu is 
expected to visit Egypt, India and 
Pakistan next May. Kaifu’s suppor- 
ters said today. 

One official said that Kaifu's visit 
to Egypt would be included in his 
announced tour of South West Asia. 


Fishing dispute 

RABAT. March 20. (AP): The 
European Economic Community 
entered a bitter dispute yesterday 
between Morocco and Spanish 
fishermen that has led to a blockade 
of Moroccan shipping at ports in 
southern Spain. 

The fishing commission of the 12- 
nation EEC opened talks yesterday 
with Morocco's ministries of 
Fisheries and Foreign Affairs on how 
to resolve the conflict. It has erupted 
in the muddle of the main breeding 
month in Moroccan fisheries. 

Morocco gesture 

RABAT. March 20, (AP): The 
government expelled two Amnesty 
International workers investigating 
alleged human rights abuses last 
week because they failed to make 
prior arrangements for their visit, 
officials said yesterday. 

An Interior Ministry spokesman 
said delegates from thehuman-righls 
group could return to the North 
American country if they give auth- 
orities advance warning oftheir date 
of arrival. 

Maghreb TV 

- TUNIS. March 20, (Reuter): A new 
channel called Arab MaghrebTelev- 
ision, which hopes to broadcast 
throughout the region eventually, 
began transmissions in the Turns 
area today. 

The station, a branch of the state- 
run Tunisian Broadcasting Service, 
will relay programmes produced in 
the five countries of the Arab Magh- 
reb Union, Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco and T unisia, a 
spokesman said. 
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Bishara lauds GCC-EEC council meeting 


Commercial agreement to be negotiated 


RIYADH, March 20, (Kuna): Gulf Co- 
operation Council Secretary General 
Abdullah Bishara today praised the out- 
come of the first meeting of the joint coun- 
cil of the GCC and EEC foreign ministers, 
which wound up last Saturday in Muscat. 

Bishara lauded the speeches by foreign 
ministers of Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi 


Arabia before the gathering which dealt 


with energy, industry and trade, a press 
release by the . GCC secretariat general 


He said the first phase of negotiations 
between the two sides took four years of 
contacts and the second phase will witness 
two important aspects. 


1 — Implementation of the co-opera- 
tion protocol which was signed in June 
1988 concerning energy, industrial, joint 
schemes, training, agricultural and tech- 
nological co-operation. 


2 — Starting serious negotiations for 
ratifying the commercial agreement which 


will organize bilateral relations between 
the two sides on the basis of solid principles 
and mutual interests. 

Bishara valued Oman’s role in prepar- 
ing for the meeting and ensuring its success 
as well as the GCC states’ excellent readi- 
ness for such a dialogue, the statement 
concluded. 


Pak resolution 


Iqbal 


arrives 


Thursday 


DR JAVED Iqbal, the son of the 
renowned Muslim philosopher 
and poet, AJlazna Iqbal and a 
retired justice of Pakistan 
Supreme Court will arrive in 
Kuwait Thursday evening to 
preside over the seminar on the 
Pakistan Resolution. 

The seminar is being organised 
on March 25 by the Association 
of Pakistani Professionals and 
Businessmen (APPROB) to 
commemorate the Golden 
Jubilee of Pakistan resolution 
passed in Lahore on March 23, 
1940. 

Dr Iqbal, who will be accom- 
panied by his wife, Nasra Iqbal, 
will meet with members of the 
Pakistani community during his 
stay here. 

He will read a research paper 
bn “The struggle to obtain a 
separate Muslim homeland bet- 
ween Ailama Iqbal’s Allahabad 
address of 1930 and the Resolu- 
tion of Pakistan in 1940.” Mrs 
Nasra Javed Iqbal, a law 
graduate from Harvard Univer- 
sity and law professor at the 
University of Punjab, will speak 
on “the role of Muslim women in 
society as envisaged by Jinnah 
and Iqbal.” • 



Private 

education 


dept to 
start audit 


Paaet computer Course 


An introductory computer course held by the Public Authority lor Applied Education and Training (Paaet) 
tor a number of authority workers was concluded recently. 

The valedictory ceremony held at the Commercial Studies College was attended by Assistant College 
Dean, Dr Jasem A! Omar, the Scientific Co-ordinator, Nabeel A) Howail and a number of officials. 

■ The course which started Feb 11, 1990 aimed at getting participants acquainted with the different 
applications of the DB 111 + and in order to train them on the methods applied in dealing and treating 
databases. Picture shows Omar handing out a certificate. 


Shayji reaches out to 
friends through wireless 


Activities 


Summer 


Communication is endless 


not here 


yet, says 
DGCA 


THE Directorate General for 
Civil Aviation yesterday issued a 
report advising people not to 
switch over to summer clothes as 
meterologicai indications reveal 
that weather conditions are still 
far from stable. 

The report said that the 
weather conditions during 
March and April is characterised 
by unstability and that tem- 
peratures are subject to sudden 
unpredictable changes, leaving 
the night and early morning in 
relative chilland the rest of the 
day warm. 

The report said that the coun- 


try is currently under the 
influence of south easterlywinds 


influence of south easterlywinds 
which leads to a rise in tem- 
perature. However, a considera- 
ble drop will be noticed during 
the days when the northwesterly 
winds take over. 


THE antenna atop Yousif A1 Shayji’s residence 
gives one the impression of an airport wireless 
control room instead of a residential house in one of 
Kuwait's areas. 

Shayji seriously took up this hobby in the early 
seventies and initially only used small wireless 
devices with weak operation capabilities covering 
the internal area of Kuwait After a short period of 
lime, he decided to go abroad to continue his educa- 
tion and while in America continued with his hobby 
by attending different training courses on wireless 
devices and applications to develop his technical 
skills. 

After returning to Kuwait in 1983 he obtained a 
licence from the Ministry of Communications and 
consequently over the past period he formed many 
acquaintances with the use of the wireless. These 
friends and acquaintances reside in various parts of 
the world. 

He indicated that he exchanges conversation on 
various topics and exchanges greeting cards with ail 
his wireless friends. 

He said that cards he receives from wireless 
friends usually carry the person’s frequency, his 
country, and the capacity of the wave he is transmit- 
ting from. He pointed out that such wireless charac- 
ters are important in order to ensure that the concer- 
ned wireless friends are officially registered as mem- 
bers at the International Wireless Amateur Associa- 
tion. He said that iu order for him or any other 
amateur to become an official member at the 
association he should collect at least a total of 100 
cards. Shayji has already membership registration 
and certificates from Japan, America and of course 
from Kuwait Wireless Amateur Association. 


Shayji indicated that on several occasions he was 
lucky to be able to make contact with popular 
political personalities. He added that differences in 
cultural and social levels among wireless amateurs 
melts in from of the wireless. Shayji stated that he 
wasable to make con tact with the Prince of Monaco 
while on board his yacht. Another popular person- 
ality Shayji was able to make contact with was King 
Hussain of Jordan. In addition to these person- 
alities, he contacted a number of researchers work- 
ing in the North Pole and also the space shuttle 
Challenger. 

Shayji said that before talking with the space 
shuttle Challenger he started transmitting his 
private call and frequency then Kuwait code. They 
welcomed his call at the Challenger, though the call 
was brief. 


Health meeting 


Shayji said that he speaks in Arabic, English and 
French while conducting contacts with people from 
around the world. He pointed out that through this 
hobby, he was able to assist many individuals 
around the world. He gave an example by saying 
that when fighting grows stronger in Lebanon he 
helps Lebanese residing in Kuwait to be informed 
about their relatives' conditions there. Shayji stated 
that he also assists ships in distress. He remembers 
that once one of the ships encountered a mechanical 
fault in one of the engines and had to stop movement 
in difficult weather conditions. He was a mediator 
between the ship and one of the Coast Guard boats 
in London. 

He added that after Mexico was hit with an 
earthquake he conducted a number of contacts in 
order to save people as fast as possible. 


ABU DHABI, March 20, 
(Kuna): United Arab Emirates 
Minister of Health Hamad 
Abdul Rahman A1 Medfaa yes- 
terday inaugurated the 15th 
meeting of the consultative com- 
mittee for health research in the 
East Mediterranean Region. 

Sources of the committee told 
Kuna that the three-day meeting 
would discuss malaria, the 
Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (Aids), and old age 
diseases. 

The sources said that 22 
research papers on these topics 
are to be discussed by the 30 
participants. 


A revolution in 
household cleaning 


AMF prepares for next general meeting 


TRADITIONALLY, harsh blea- 
ches and detergent powders were 
used to dean the every day grease 
and grime from surfaces around 
the home, but more recently new 


■tii t . t i -<v ■ t >>:-< »i 


arm to satisfy 
more fully the preferences of the 
modern consumer. 

One of the new generation of 
household cleaners is called JTF. 

J IF has been reformulated. 

Market research revealed that 
one of the main complaints about 
JIF was that it was difficult to 
rinse away, and that a slight 
residue often remained. The man- 
ufacturers have reacted to this 
complaint by reformulating /IPs 
unique ingredients, so that it now 
rinses away quickly and easily. 

JIFs new unique formulation 
cuts through grease, stains and 
dirt more effectively than dish- 
wash liquids or mixtures of Tide 
and Bleach. 

JIF's creamy formulation 
means that it makes cleaning sim- 
ple — not a chore! No hard scrub- 
bing is needed, just a gentle wipe 
with a cloth, because unlike other 
liquid cleaners, JIF also contains 
an abrasive called calcium car- 
bonate made from natural limes- 
tone. These particles axe rough 
enough to cut through grease and 
dislodge grime and dm.. However, 
unlik e the rough side of some 
sponge scourers they are not har- 
der than the surface which they 

are designed to dean so they don’t 

scratch the surfaces and unlike 
bleaches JIF does not corrode 
metal. 

Creamy JIF is gentle to your 
hands and protects delicate sur- 
faces from damage yet is rough 
enough to effectively remove 
touch crease, stains and dirt, ieav- 



THEcb airman of the Arab Mon- 
etary Fund (AMF) Dr Osama 
Faqeeh has said that the meet- 
ings of the general assembly of 
the Arab Establishment ofF und- 
ing Foreign Trade will be held in 
March next year. 

He said that the AMF is one of 
the leading subscribers in the 
capital of the establishment, 
adding that its contribution 
amounts to 50 per cent of the 


total capital estimated at 5250 
million. 

He said that the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment comes second after the 
AMF and its contribution to the 
establishment’s capital is 
estimated at 5100 millions, and 
that the Arab Gulf Banking 
Establishment came third with 
525 million dollar contribution. 

He also said that the central 


Egyptian-Libyan Bank con- 
tribution is estimated at $10 


iribution is estimated at 5 10 
million with SS million only con- 
tributed by the Golf Inter- 
national Bank. 

The working plan of the Arab 
Establishment will include 
efforts to support the regional 
intra-trading activities among 
Arab countries, step up produc- 
tivity and competitiveness for the 
Arab exporter, Faqeeh said. 


many kitchen and bathroom man- 
ufacturers io recommend JIF for 
cleaning, and currently Saudi 
Ceramics have JIF under test 
before joining the list. 

Because of recent TV advertis- 
ing most people now know JIF 
can be used in the bathroom to 
clean sinks, baths, showers, toilets 
and tiles, as well as the kitchen to 
clean cookers, sinks, washing 
machines, fridges and pots ana 
pans. 


However, did you know 
That JIF can be used to clean 


tough grease, stains an d dirt, leav- 
ing vour surfaces hygienic, spar- 
kling dean and just as good as 


kling dean ana just as govu « 

Because of this the JIF man- 
ufacturers of JIF have persuaded 


brass, enamel, marble, plastic, 
ashtrays, telephones, even car 
bumpers so that they sparkle like 
new. 

The items above are only some 
of the things which JiF can be 
used to clean. For more informa- 
tion and free competition, look 
out for anew leaflet from the man- 
ufacturers of JIF which should be 
in your shops in the next few mon- 
ths. 

So if you want a modern time- 
saving household deaner, then 
JIF is the one foryou — use ir and 
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Best Employee of the Month 


It OiiU 

enjoy even more free time to do 
the things you really warn to do. 


Unemployment non-existe, 

a mong nationals: Zaban. .^4 ,, 

Kuwaitis ation proceeding steadily 


THE Private Education Depart- 
ment has begun preparations to 
audit files of newly accepted 
students to the first primary 


grade for the academic year- 90/ 
91, the number of which are 
11,141 at Arab and 4,646 at 
foreign schools. 

■ In a statement to a local daily, 

# Abdullah A1 Mhana, director of 

* the department said that the total 
number of student at all schools 
for the current academic year 
total 136,814— of which 98,905 
are enrolled at Arab schools and 
kindergartens and 37.909 at 
foreign schools. 

The department has published 
a memo concerning students reg- 
istrations at private schools for 
the new academic year. For- 
malities begin on Feb 17 and will 
last until Oct 10, 1990, the official 
said. 


THE Civil Service Commission 
Undersecretary Abdul Aziz Al 
Zaban has reaffirmed that there 
is no unemployment among 
fresh Kuwaiti graduates, point- 
ing out that the CSC is currently 
considering a number of recom- 
mendations and proposals for 
optimising the exploitation of 
retired and superannuated peo- 
ple by re-employing them in the 
public sector. 

He told a local daily that there 
is continuous co-ordination bet- 
ween the. CSC and all govern- 
ment ministries and agencies, 
adding that fresh graduates are 
being employed to meet the exist- 
ing shortage within their 
specialities. 

He said that the national 
development plans provided for 


the development of qualified 
Kuwaiti cadres in different 


spheres ofwork. These cadres ace 
being cultivated in a manner to 
meet the existing labour market 
demand whereby in the long run 
they would replace the existing 
expat manpower in all work, sec- 
tors. 

Rules 

He said that the reasons res- 
ponsible for the so-called 
masked unemployment p rob lem 
is the absence of accurate defini- 
tion and job description systems 
on the basis' of which clear-cut 
descriptions would, be establi- 
shed for adnumstrative positions 


in the public sectors, Zaban said. 

He added that in order to sort 
out the existing problem it is 
necessary to reconsider the exist- 
ing administrative organisa- 
tions, lay down rules for the des- 
cription of administrative posts 
and find Effective means to deal 
with redundant employees. 

The Council of Ministers 
issued a decision at its session 
No. 33/75 banning the 
employment of intermediate 
school graduates in the public 
sectors, and allowing bearers of 
certificates below the secondary 
edu cati on to join technical jobs 
offered by the Ministry of 
Interior and Ministry of 
Defence, adding that those 
would be offered technical train- 
ing, to qualify them for existing 
ferhniral positions. 

He said the purpose of this 
derision is to qualify national 
cadres, well- trained and skilled 
in technical and professional 
spheres needed in the local 
labour market. However, 
another cabinet decision was 
. issued makingexceptions among 
certain categories below 25 years 
of age who did not finish their 
intermediate edneation, such as 
married women, divorcees, 
widows, only children and others 


He pointed out that 
nment agencies were 
state of saturation in ieebinc 
assistant positions,: " jwtofc 
required simple quali fy a ft w 
and those who fail "to qdaSSyT 
these positions co^JipiM 
■ army, the pohee forre\rif_i 
National Guards; 'X ■ 
Kuwattlwrttoit ^ 
The slow KuwmtisaS 
process is intended not tomfii 
any damage on the ongdis 
government projccts;^Vl« 
Kuwaitis were givens imp 
chance' to acquire" mo 
experience . and polish iThr 

ter for higher posi tions^^eb 
sequent!)’ replace thc e^tn 
expat manpower, Zaban said. 

He added that afi g^eymne 
strategies and plafcs wert-ro 
trally aimed atdevelopj^ti 
government administrative se 
tor within .the fraanew^ pf 
short-term and 1 loug^teiiictid 
schedules in order ; io 
. stron g dependencM ^OB. v ti 
qualified Kuwaiti caor»;"^ V:=f 


who must produce a certificate 
from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Labour to certify 
their condition. 


He commented 'on tbe atisfcr 
surplus . among 
graduates of cert^ ^eciajid 
such as political scicnces, 6ist or 
geography.., adding^ that th 
problem would be tufiy sbrte 
put with the prooe^ pf slo 
replacement ot oqstmgp ‘ 
manpower. with :qoa 
Kuwaiti gntfluah^ V > 


In the field of school activities, 
the department pays utmost 


attention to providing an all 
encomoasstne form of school 


encompassing form of school 
activity. Additionally, as an 
added incentive, the Ministry of 
Education awards annual prizes 
to students for different activities 
and cultural contests are organ- 
ised by the department. 

The department had organ- 
ised Holy Quran recitation con- 
tests this year with the participa- 
tion of over 1 ,275 students from 
Arab and foreign schools. 
Presently the department is hold- 
ing a contest for 358 Arabic lan- 
guage students and a contest on 
the English language will be held 
this month for the secondary 
stage. 

The first .exhibition designed 
to provide a sale outlet for 
students works is being held at 
private schools. Mhana said. 



liftrnrirsmir 


A graduation and certificates distribution ceremony was held tor gradua^ from the Public Relations^ 
information Course under the attendance of Deputy General Director of the Public Autho/ityfbrfiitf^d 
Education and Training. Engineer Hmoud Fahad Ai Modhaf. Tfte trainingsector at the authority orgarHsefl 
the course for a number of Ministry of Public Heart h porters from March 3 until March 12. 19911 Vo 


Iraq, Turkey start 
border line talks 


Saddam 
congratulate: 
Gorbachev ‘ 


BAGHDAD, March 20, (AP): Iraqi and Turkish officials started talks 
today on the demarcation of their nearly 400 kilometre :(360 mile) 
border, officials said. 

“The talks ahve been running smoothlyso far/’ said an Iraqi official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. 

He said the talks, aimed at establishing the definitive border line and 
repairingposts, are expected to continue for several days. 

The official declined to give further details. 

Turkey is believed to be seeking stricter control of the border with its 
southern neighbour, where Kurdish rebels , operate. Kurds in their 
traditional homelands straddling the bottler have been fighting for 
autonomy onaodofffor 50 years. ... 

A joint committee of the bolder demarcation was set upin 198 1 when 
Iraq gave Turkey the right to pursue Kurdish guerrillas tip to 12 
kilometres (7 miles) into Iraq. 

The two coim tries suspended the protocol aftera ceasefire in the Gulf 
war with Iran August 1988. . 

The joint border runs through a rugged mountain area, making it 
difficult for security forces of thetwo countries to operate. 

The Turkisb-Iraqi frontier runs along the river Heal in places and 
across mountains making control difficult despite frequent border 


BAGHDAD, * March ’•.? ; ; 


(Reuter); Iraqi critical of 
Soviet Union for allowing it 


posts on the Turkish side, security sources say. 

Turkey says separatist rebels of the Marxist Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKJC) enter through Iraq to attack SoutheastTurkey. 

More than 2,000 people including civilians have been killed since the 
PKK launched a violent independence campaign in 1984. 


Soviet Union for allowing hit 
Jewish emigration to lsrael, sa 
yesterday it was determined 
boost relations with Moscow. 

• “We are pleased .on yl 
occasion to stress our desire 
determination to consoHdate- 
fnendly relations andtxhopex 
tion between Iraq and the gervi 
Union,” President Saddam tin 
scin said’ in a- message =cd 
gratulating Soviet ieaderMi 
hail Gorbachev on his election 
executive president: ,-C: ■ 

The message was qnotedr-1 
the Iraqi News Agency.; Ti 
Soviet Union was Iraq’s ma 
arms supplier during the 198041 
Gulf war withlran. • 

Iraq's ruling Baath [Party dai 
Al Thawra has describedti 
exodus of Soviet Jews to Israels 
a threat to the security or f! 
whole Arab nation: • v 


Land mines kill Iraqis, Iranians on bordei 


ANKARA, March 20, (Reuter): Uncharted land 
mines have killed Iranians and Iraqis along their 
rugged border this year and along with live shells 
and other war debris are causing serious problems, 
western military sources said today. 

‘’Quite a few Iranians and Iraqis have been blown 
up this year by mines, some of them shafted by ram. 
It is dangerous,” said one source recently on the 
Iranian side. 

“There are occasional exchanges of un pleasan- 
tries, mainly aims fire, across theboraer but 
otherwise it is quiet,” another source said. 

United Nations observers are deployed along the 
often rugged l ,180 km (740 mile) border to monitor 
the August 1988 Iran-Iraq war ceasefire which 
ended eight years of war. 

“UN observers in Iran are normally about 30 
kilometres (19 miles) from the border and are wat- 
ched by revolutionary guards. They never go any- 
where without an escort,” he added. 

' The sources said most of the thousands of mines 
sown on either sideof the frontier were uncharted 
and no major effort had been made to defuse them. 

There are J75 UN troops from 15 countries, 
including Australia, Ghana, Argentina and Italy, 
on either side of the border, ^ceue of many massed 

attacks during the Gulf war. ... 

Observers from both rides are in radio contract 
and occasionally meet in no-man s IaiKL 
- MeanwhUe the death toD of yesterday’ sexplosion 


of a gas pipeline in West Tehran rosef to 
-critical condition, an official-source at ti 
said yesterday. - 

The powerful explosion, according.' 
lenran, inflicted heavy damage tb neari 
and vehicles and caused a huge inferno 
se Y^ a I firefighters hours to control 

that the explosion. |ras 
negfigCTce by one of the workers. .' :V.V: 
it did not spedfy the number of itijuii 
waiving treatment at the hospital. I 
v A v alve left open in an undergrounds 
w WM? 1 *** 9 ^odthe explori 

Teteo ™ Sunday, a 


rescue work at um 

des . lro >’ ed » fbnr-storey 
prevented ados* intnaMina 


“ a vaiVC was leitopen althoi 


S? S^ spany ^ sofry a 
pay- compensation.- ; . 

Several cars were destroyed 
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Amirlcables 

KUWAIT; March 20, (Kunai- hh ,u * . , 
bon^^tionstoTunisSn^idSt^ s t nt a ***** of 
ooasipn of his counuyF^atio^ * Elabidme Ben AH on the 


! Al Sale^ SWk f ^ ^ Abdullah 

Babidine ^ « on°L“& n ThL°“” 

iSfo S “‘ ® Steilar rable t0 Tunisi “ Prime Minister Hamed 

tlAE envoy leaves 

f^tfWAHV March 20 fKunaV hh .i„. a ■ 

• ainb^Kador of the United Amke ^ nur today receivttd the 

a-:SS- fch ' 

present credentials 

^udM^lk^S 5u r?™* M i nister of State for Foreign Affaire 

Sdore^f ^ received credentials of ambas- 

S^wLSd^o^n M™ ‘° “ ^ 

was attended by Foreign Undersecretary 
A1 Obddf hCen ' a “ d 3CUng director of P™ 10001 de P art ‘ 

Guff telephone agreement 

??'i K,raa t A ™ obile telephone roaming agreement 

the UAE - Bahrain “ d “E*ni 

mobae telephone subscribers of one country 
to use their mobile telephones while they are touring one of the other 
, countries. 

• «- f t - can ,. be realised after the necessary co-ordination formalities 
QCtween the subscriber and his administration have been completed. 
l i nese formalities include the roaming period and the name of the 
country in which the subscribers wishes roaming facility, 
j Tnc admimstrations will arrange for the roaming service after 
jjdvtsmg the subscriber of the roaming number applicable in the 
country he is visiting to a different number from his previous number. 
— The rental and call charges for the service would be raised by the 
Subscribers own administration against the subscribers bin. 
i. three Gulf states are also planning for the introduction of a new 

$ystem-in 1992, which will offer subscribers internadonal roaming 
facility; enabling subscribers to roam in other countries without the 
peed, to advi ce the concerned authority or changi ng the n umber in other 
countries. 

Expat student day 

i^THE Students and Trainees Affaire at the PubHc Authority for Applied 
Education and Training will hold a party on the occasion of the 
^Expatriate Student Day at 4.30 pm next Saturday which is to be held at 
the Social Club headquarters in students housing in Adafliya. 

Assistant dean for students affairs, Tawfeeq Al S harhan indicated 
that the day will include an exhibit highlighting the different nation- 
alities living at students.housing, in addition to artistic shows and will 
be open to the public on Saturdays, Sunday, and Monday from 4 -6.00 
$hL 1 

ly The party which is being held for the seco nd consecutive year will be 
attended by the General Director of the Authority, Dr Abdul Rahman 
Mhailan and is aimed at getting acquainted with friendly and 
brotherly nations traditions and habits. 

Death sentence for rapist 

THE Criminal Court yesterday passed the death sentence against a 
man charged^ with Iridnappmg-and raping a child after intentionally 
iuttibgl3hfwith hisca?MoT^akinghjs leg. 


sutifibation and ffnalepfforeemeaitl 

Ossalml receives press delegation 

KUWAIT, March 20, (Kuna): State Minister for Foreign Affairs Saud 
Mohammad A1 Ossaimi today received a press delegation from Yemen 
Arab Republic comprising chief of editors and editors in a number of 
North Yemeni dailies and m agazines. 

S' The minister explained to the visiting delegation Kuwaifs stances 
toward a number of Arab, regional and international issues including 
the Palestinian cause, latest developments in Lebanon and thelraq Iran 
conflict. . . 

The North Yemeni delegation will hold talks, during the visit, with a 
number of Kuwaiti officials on Kuwait's policy and cultural and social 
activities. • 

H IX-Sl 



Al Shaab Pakistan School 
(Proposed Pakistan Model 
School) Kuwait. 


s»a- 

Ifceas follows: «o^i090 at 11.00 a.m. 

sssawsa""— 

..ointfitedforthe 

2i The applications are 1 # or English 

^teachers of following calibre for t 9 



Tunis Air to charter KAC planes for haj traffic 


Meshari commends talks 


TUNIS, March 20, (Kuna): 
Board Chairman of Kuwait Air- 
ways Corporation, KAC, 
Ahmed Al Meshari today com- 
mended the outcome of talks he 
held with senior Tunisian 
officials and said they would cer- 
tainly foster bilateral co-opera- 
tion between the two sides. 

Speaking to Kuna prior to his 
departure to London following a 

Telecom 
services 
may be 


brief visit to Tunisia, Meshari 
emphasised that his talks with 
Tunisian Transport Minister 
Ahmed Al S&mawi and T unis Air 
Chief Fawzi Belkahiya availed 
both sides the chance to 
exchange views on further boost- 
ing co-operation between the 
two national carriers in opera- 
tion and passenger transport 
fields. 


Meshari said the KAC was 
undertaking consultations and 
contacts with all Arab airline 
companies to explore spheres of 
co-operation in managing 
flights, training staff and market- 
ing domains. 

He stated that his discussions 
with Samawi and Belkahiya 
examines the possibility for 
Tunis Air to benefit connection 


opportunities available on KAC 
flights in remote airports. 

Meshari added that other 
topics tackled with the Tunisian 
officials included the prospects 
of Tunis Air's joining of the 
proposed Arab company for fin- 
ancing and purchasing aircraft 
and the CRS reservation and 
ticket issuing comprehensive sys- 
tem which was so far endorsed by 




privatised 


By Mahmoud Abedln 

THE Higher Planning Council 
will on Saturday discuss an 
important economic report call- 
ing for handing over the com- 
munication services in Kuwait to 
the private sector. 

Secretary-General of the 
Council told Seyassah/Arab 
Times that the council will for the 
first time since its inception be 
discusring the transfer of public 
services to the private sector and 
these discussions will focus on 
“amending the telecommunica- 
tion system in Kuwait" 

The official said that the report 
on the issue was prepared by the 
economic committee of the 
council on a proposal originating 
with the Ministry of Commun- 
ications. 

The proposal calls for setting 
up a public establishment to own 
all the government capital assets 
invested in the field of telecom- 
munications. The establishment 
is proposed to supervise a num- 
ber oishareholdmg companies in 
managing all forms of internal 
and external telecommunication 
services. 

Hussain added that the report 
of the economic committee was 
prepared after several meetings 
with the minister of communica- 
tions and the undersecretary and 
other senior officials. 

The Saturday meeting will also 
continue the discussion of the 
mega petrochemical project 
proposed by the Ministry of OH 
r and will be chaired by the Coun- 
cil C hair man, HH the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah. 

Shamlan 
resumes 
UK tour 

LONDON, March 20, (Kuna): 
Kuwaiti Higher Education Mini- 
ster AH Abdalla Al Shamlan 
today, resumed his tour of 
universities and colleges in the 
north of the UK and met with 
Kuwaiti students studying there. 

Shamlan, accompanied by a 
ranking educational delegation, 
had opened his visit in North 
Britain by louring Scotland’s 
Universities of Glasgow and 
Strathclyde and was briefed on 
what these schools offer Kuwaiti 
undergraduatesu 





Maths. 
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Tele: 4716671 


A Kuwaiti source told Kuna 
that the minister had conferred 
with presidents of these Univer- 
sities on educational and cultural 
relations between Kuwait and 
Scotland. 

Shamlan's programme for 
today takes him to the univer- 
sities of Newcastle and Durham 
in Northern England where he 
meets their presidents and tours 
its various colleges and the orien- 
tal studies centre at Durham 
University and the polytech- 
nique institutions. 

Shamlan is on week-long visit 
to the UK at the invitation of 
British Secretary of State for 
Education and Science John 
Macgregor. 

The minis ter is accompanied 
by Kuwait University Director 
Shuaib Abdalla Shuaib, director 
of the Public Authority for 
Applied Education and Training 
an A were joined here by cultural 
adviser at the Kuwaiti embassy 
Ahmed Al Dewaisan. 

In London, the Kuwaiti mini- 
ster conferred with Macgregor 
and Parliamentary Under- 
secretary Robert Jackson on 
ways to enhance relations in the 
fields of culture and higher, tech- 
nical and vocational education 
beween Kuwait and the UK. 

The two ministers are due to 
hold a second session -of talks 
tomorrow. 


Moroccan hopes 

ABU DHABI, March 20, 
(Reuter): Morocco, facingatigh- 
tening of the European Econ- 
omic Community job market, 
wants Gulf countries to employ 
more of its workers. 

“From now on Gulf investors 
can open offices to hire Moroc- 
can labour without local par- 
ticipation in the project,” 
Moroccan Employment Mini- 
ster Hassan Abbadi said today. 
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Children presented to Amir 

HHthe Amir yesterday received Education Minister Anwar Abdullah Al Nouri who presented to HH a group of 
children on the occasion of the first festival of Child Day. 

Debt settlement plan 
will aid bourse: Otaibi 

Post-dated trading to be restored 


ABOUT 60 per cent of the com- 
panies. registered at the Kuwait 
bourse have made profits during 
the past year. Director General 
of the Kuwait Stock Exchange 
Market, Hisham Al Otaibi 
announced yesterday. The 
official stressed that this is hap- 
pening for the first time in two 
years. Otaibi said that 50 per cent 
of the trading at the market 
belongs to individuals and 
private companies. He emphas- 
ised that a number of measures 
including the difficult debts set- 
tlement programme, steps aimed 
at improving the position of 
companies and the proposed 
merger between some compan- 
ies, will positively be reflected on 
the performance of the bourse. 
Otaibi said that the proposed 
Investment Funds is currently 


with the Council of Ministers for 
final appro vaL 

Otaibi said that the post-dated 
trading system will be restored at 
the Kuwait Stock Market, 
adding that computerised trad- 
ing at the bourse has been 
approved and would “start one 
year from now. Otaibi defended 
the bourse committee by stating 
that more than half of the mem- 
bers are representing the private 
sector and thus the committee is 
not like a department at the Min- 
istry of Commerce. He admitted 
that “fake" trading took place at 
the official Kuwait bourse only 
in two cases and these were 
caught and necessary measures 
were taken. > 

Otaibi said that the value of 
shares trading in the market 


forms not more than 20 per cent 
of the value of shares registered 
in the market He attributed this 
to the fact that Kuwaiti investors 
tend to preserve their shares as 
long term investments. He said 
that the difficult debt crisis 
adversely influenced bourse 
activity as it prevented many big 
investors from trading in the 
market. He stressed that the dif- 
ficult debts settlement 
programme and the recommen- 
dations in the economic revival 
report will positively be reflected 
on tbe bourse activity. 

He announced that the 
Kuwait Investment Authority 
completed a study on the transfer 
of the public share to the private 
companies, and commented that 
this will also be positively reflec- 
ted on the bourse. 


Islamic society 

Strong support 
received: Essa 

THE director of mosques and Islamic projects department at the 
Islami c Heritage Revival Society Tareq Al Essa has said that his 
department receives strong support from the Kuwaiti people and 
expatriates. He added that the society will carry out many charitable 
projects during Ramadan this year. One of the most significant projects 
is the charitable Waqf project that aims at collecting one miUion dinars 
a year to be invested m buying real estates. The returns of these real 
estates will be spent on activities to call for Is l a m and support needy 
Muslims in the world. He added that contributors in this project will 
have to pay 1 00 dinars as value of each share. 

The society has appointed 600 Muslim activists in 34 Islamic coun- 
tries to for Islam and to enlighten Muslims who were isolated by 
Christian missionaries and taken away from their religion. He added 
that these activists are working to counteract the slogan, “Vatican 
Everywhere.” The society selects activists who have scientific 
experience and those who abide by Islamic instructions. We pay 
between KD1 5 and 45 as monthly payments, he said. 

One of the important projects being carried out by the society is 
maintaining Quran schools and teachers in some Islamic countries. 
One school costs about KD3,000 and average payments of teachers is 
KD240 a year. He called on citizens to contribute in a project to collect 
100,000 shares for this year. Each share is for a value of KD10 and the 
amount will be invested for the favour of refugees and poor Muslims 
and to spread Islam in tbe world. He also drew attention to the project 
of maintaining orphans by the society and added that each orphan can 
be sponsored and maintained for ten dinars a month in different Islamic 
places. The society invests shares in building productive projects and 
factories to employ poor Muslims and use their returns on other needy 



1 2 Arab airline companies. 

The two sides agreed that a 
technical team from the KAC 
will visit Tunis later on to 
acquaint officials of the Tunis 
Air on the various aspects of the 
proposed reservation system. 

The KAC has agreed to lease 
planes to Tunis Air loTeny Tun- 
isian pilgrims to tbe holy shrines 
in Saudi Arabia within the fram- 


ework of a bilateral agreement 
reached by the two companies 
last year. \ 

On his talks with the Tunisian 
Tourism and Heavy Industries 
Minister Mohamed Jagham, 
Meshari said they reviewed the 
role KAC can play in boosting 
tourism in Tunisia through 
facilitating transportation of 
tourists from the Gulf region. 


Pollution costs 

Gulf states face 
$100m operation 

BAHRAIN, March 20, (Reuter): Oil exporting countries in the Gulf, 
one of the world's busiest tanker waterways, need to spend about SI 00 
million to cut pollution pumped from the tanks of vessels earning their 
wealth, environmental experts say. 

Few statistics are available but United Nations experts say oil 
pollution in the waterway is 47 times higher than average. 

The experts say no port in the eight oil exporting nations on the Gulf 
— outlet for about 60 per cent of the Western world’s oil needs — has 
facilities to treat tanker ballast, a major source of oil pollution. 

“ If you expect tankers not to clean their tanks at sea before taking on 
a new cargo you must provide reception facilities at loading points that 
will enable them to pump the dirty water out," Derek Brown, chairman 
of the Gulf Area Oil Companies Mutual Aid Organisation (GAOC- 
MAO), told Reuters. 

Experts attending an environmental conference in Bahrain said 
building these facilities, which would cost the region about $100 
million, should be a top priority. 

“Reception facilities are desperately needed," John Wonham, Sen- 
ior Deputy Director of the London-based International Maritime 
Organisation, said. 

“Gulf states are playing for time because they don't want to spend 
money on this type of investment." he told Reuters. 

Wonham said tanker ballast accounts for nearly half of the world's 
annual marine oil pollution of 1 .5 million tonnes. 

He said the Gulf, stretching 1,000 km (625 miles) from Iraq in the 
north to the southern tip of the Arabian Peninsula in the south, needed 
special protection because its waters were busy, shallow and virtually 
landlocked. 

Threat 

Oil pollution from tankers and offshore oil platforms hit during the 
lran-Iraq war was no longer a threat but experts said more effort by 
regional governments was needed to curb pollution from tankers, 
offshore drilling, and land-based industry. 

Brown said all eight Gulf states had begun surveys of tanker traffic in 
1990 to determine the kind of reception facilities needed at their ports. 

The facilities had to be built before the Gulf states of Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Iraq, Iran. Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates could join MARPOL 73-78, an international convention for 
preventing pollution from ships, he said. 

Brown said another prerequisite for MARPOL would be regional 
surveillance aircraft authorised to fly anywhere, which would also be 
difficult in the secirirty-consdous area. 

Brown said the Regional Organisation for Protection of the Marine 
Environment (ROPME) — which groups all eight states — wanted to 
be ready to implement MARPOL by 1991. 

The regional environmental organisation was set up in 1978, before 
the start of the lran-Iraq war. Officials say both countries continued co- 
operating within the group throughout the eight-year conflict which 
ended with a ceasefire in August 1988. 

Legislation 

ROPME members have signed agreements to limit pollution from 
offshore oil drilling and land-based industry but regional experts said 
individual governments had yet to apply the necessary legislation. 

Another obstacle to pollution control in the area was the failure of 
some ROPME members to pay initial budget dues, creating cash flow 
problems for the organisation, they said. 

Wonham said GAOCMAO — which comprises 14 oil companies 
who keep a 24-bour pollution watch — was a stronger organisation but 
would probably have difficulty combatting a major spill. 

“Our feeling is that the governments here are leaving too much to 
industry — they have to take more responsibility," Wonham said. 

GAOCMAO members pool manpower and equipment whenever 
required. Member firms are obligedf to pay Tor cleaning up oil spills 
which affect other members, to a maximum of $20 million 



famili es. 


Pakistan for KD6,000 and in Afghani refugees camps for KD500 as 
well as KD 10,000 for digging a weD in Africa. We are planning to 
distribute Islamic books in different Islamic countries. The society built 
1,100 mosques, llSIslamiccentres, 105 institutes, 6 hospitals, 39 health 
centres ana 500 Islamic libraries in Islamic world. It also distributed 
clothes for 35,000 Muslims in Africa and Asia, he said. 
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Amir’s medals presented 

Interior Minister Sheikh Salem Al Sabah, yesterday 
distributed medals presented by HH the Amir to 76 
high-ranking officers. Additionally over 2^00 other 
medals also presented by HH the Amir will be dis- 
tributed to other ministry employees and policemen 
by heads of departments at the Ministry of Interior. 

Sheikh Salem speaking on the occasion con- 
gratulated the officers and called upon them to firm 
in carrying out their duties and in urging their 
subordinates to implement the laws and ensure 
Kuwait's security and stability. 
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He said that a committee is currently studying the 
organisation of work at police stations, roads and to 
reorganise the workings at the Interior Ministry to 
address future demands. He added that the study 
aims at revising many administrative, financial and 
legal affairs at the ministry. 

Sheikh Salem also said that HH the Amir has 
agreed in principle on a proposal made by him to 
improve the financial positions of policemen — 
particularly after retirement. HH the Amir has 
referred Ihe proposal to the Ministry of Finance to 
carry out the necessary steps to implement it. 


Committee set up to follow Iraqi water project 


KUWAIT, March 20. (Kuna): 
Electricity and Water Minister 
Hmoud Abdalla Rqobah today 
said a committee has been set up 
to follow up implementation of a 
project for providing Kuwait 
with waters from Iraqi rivers for , 
both drinking and agricultural 


purposes. 

Al Seyassah quoted Rqobah 
os saying the committee would be 
chaired by the ministry’s Under- 
secretary Engineer Abdalla Al 
Munais. 

In remarks to the paper foll- 
owing the return of a ministry's 


delegation from Iraq, Rqobah 
said two sub-committees were set 
up to supervise provision of drin- 
king ana irrigation water. 

The minister said the delega- 
tion wenno Iraq to introduce the 
consultant of the national com- 
pany entrusted to implement the 


project to the officials in the Iraqi 
Ministry of Local Government 
prior to commencement of 
survey and soil studies on the 
course of tbe project. 

It is in ten dad that the company 
will implement the project in two 
stages, the first to be located 


within Kuwaiti lands has already 
begun execution on Feb 28th this 
year and is represented by 
indicating the proposed location 
for water gathering in the Mutia 
Area and indicating the water 
path from Mutia to the border 
line between Kuwait and Iraq. 







EDITORIALS 



Thought for today 


OPPOSITION always enflames the enthusiast, never 
converts him — Johann Friedrich Schiller, German 
writer (1759-1805). 


Target is democracy 


Bulgarians, Poles 
swarm to Canada 


OTTAWA, (UPI): Their first view of Canada is the tiny, wind- 
swept island of Newfoundland where job opportunities are almost 
non-existent. 


But that hasn’t stopped record numbers of Bulgarians and Poles 
from landing at the Gander International Airport and claiming 
i of experiencing Canadian-style democracy 


retugee status, m Hopes or experiencing i.anaajan-siyie democracy 
rather than waiting lor political and economic reforms at home. 

"What they are telling us is that they are facing political persecu- 
tion and the changes in Eastern Europe have not affected them," 
Paul Green, the airport's immigration manager, said in a telephone 
interview. 


In the first 68 days of 1 990, a record 1 357 people claiming refugee 
status — more than 1,000 of them from Bulgaria and nearly 200 
from Poland — had taken advantage of stopovers in Gander to 
disembark and claim refugee status. That compares with 499 in 
1989 and only a handful in 1988. 

Virtually all Cubana and Aeroflot flights use Gander for refuell- 
ing because of its size and facilities, said airport manager Laurence 
LachappeJIe. At the same time, he said. Gander also has drawn the 
most aliens entering Canada who claim refugee status. 

Authorities 

Many of those claiming refugee status are put in temporary 
shelters in Gander until their cases are heard by immigration 
authorities. 

At first glance. Gander, in the central part of Newfoundland, is 
not much more prosperous than the country the East Europeans 
fled. 

The community of 15,000 people is bleak in mid-winter, 

■ experiences bone-chilling temperatures, and is swept by winds from 
the Atlantic. 


According to Green, most of the claimants have return tickets to 
Moscow or other points in Europe or are on their way to Cuba, all a 
charade for what is really a flight to Western democracy. 

Bulgarians and Poles by the dozens file ofT any of the 45 
international flights a week that stop over in Gander. They and the 
handful of Latin Americans wanting refugee status enter the 
airport's transit lounge where they identify themselves to the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police or customs authority, and ask to remain 
in Canada. 


Most of the refugee claimants. Green said, are middle-aged and 
single. Some are skilled teachers, nurses or doctore, apparently 
financially well-off, while others cany only their belongings. 

The processing of the applications involves a preliminary hearing 
before two immigration officials and a final hearing before a two- 
person refugee board. This all can take months, although claimants 
are free to travel to find work once they clear the First hearing. 

So far. only 103 claims have been finalised and of those 12 cases 
resulted in deportation orders. Those who are rejected, however, 
can appeal the decision to a federal court judge, thus delaying any 
departure by several months. 


Hearing 

Philip Field, the federal governments director of immigration 
for Newfoundland, said refugee claimants tell different stories at 
the preliminary hearing. 

Some say "Canada provides a better, freer way of life. Others see 
Canada as a place they can get better employment. Some tell us they 
are being persecuted because of political beliefs," he said. 

In Canada, refugees are those who fear persecution because of 
race, religion, nationality, political beliefs or involvement in social 
groups. 


According to some immigration officials, the current problem 
with determining whether to grant refugee status is the rapidly 
changing political situation in Eastern Europe. 

"To be certain, conditions are changing. But just because there’s 
been a sudden turnover in a regime, say in Poland, that doesn't 
automatically render everything different and OK. in terms of 
freedom," said a spokesman for Canada's Refugee Board in Ott- 
awa who requested anonymity. “Changes may be decided at the top 
that don't filter down to the village level.” 


Responsibility 

Although immigration is a responsibility of the federal govern- 
ment, it is the provinces that must bear the cost of looting after 
claimants until their cases have been settled. 


The influx of refugees has placed a nearly intolerable burden on 
the Province of Newfoundland, where the government must pay to 
house refugee claiman ts in hotels, motels and apartments in Gander 
and the provincial capital of St John’s. Social Services Minister 
John Efford estimated the province is paying more than SI million a 
month to care for the refugees, compared to $200,000 in 1988. 

Efford does not believe refugees should be prevented from 
co min g to Canada, but he says other provinces can better afford to 
take care of them. 

“I’d prefer if the refugees could be taken care of by richer 
provinces such as Ontorio or Quebec who could better absorb the 
cost," he said. ’ 

To combat rising costs, provincial officials have begun doing 
financial checks on the claimants before they leave customs at the 
Gander airport. Efford said claimants who can afford it will be 
asked to pay for their own food and lodging. 


TODAY 
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1500 — French Garrison in Novara, Italy, capitulates to forces 
of Ludovico Sforza. 

1801 — French forces are defeated at Alexandria, Egypt, by 
British under Ralph Abercromby. 

1803 — French civil code — the Code Napoleon — is com- 
pleted. 

1829 — Earthquake in Spain kills 6,000. 

1831 — Austrian troops enter Italy to put down revolt. 

1848 — Denmark's Frederick VII announces decision to incor- 
porate Schleswig. 

1 g 84 — France legalizes trade unions. 

1905 — Britain and Persia sign agreement to counter Russian 
designs in Near East. 

1919 — Soviet republic is proclaimed. 

1939 — Germany annexes Memel from Lithuania. 

1953 — The Sudan achieves self-government. 

1940 — Pan-African demonstration against Pass Laws in 
South Africa leads to shooting of 57 Africans at Sharpeville, 
and state of emergency is declared. .... 

1975 Military government in Ethiopia abolishes royal posi- 
tion of emperor. T .. _ ... _ 

1977 — India's prime minister Indira Gandhi resigns alter 
losing her seat in partiamentary dections. 

1988 — Jordan’s King Hussein calls on Muslim world to 
support Palestinian unrest in Israeli-occupied West Bank and 

Gaza Strip. , , 

1989 — Chinese leaders announce new controls and taxes on 
private business, rural factories and free-market fanning. 
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ASahrawi enjoying the prosperity of A1 Ayun. (WNL) 


Referendum put on hold 


Sahrawis mount sporadic raids 


By Jerome Koechlin 

EL AYUN, (Western Sahara): Far from the eyes of 
the world in a desert of sand and rocks, a nasty little 
war has been waged for over a decade. This is 
Western Sahara, locked at the south of Morocco 
with endless miles of sand dunes to the east and 
expanses of sail water — the Atlantic ocean — to the 
west. More than a year ago the United Nations 
voted to implement a referendum for the self-deter- 
mination of Western Sahara, but the polling which 
will enable about 75,000 Sahrawis to decide whether 
they want to be Moroccans or be independent has 
been postponed. 

Meanwhile, the Western Sahara guerrillas calling 
themselves the Polisario Front are mounting 
sporadic attacks against the Royal Moroccan 
Armed Forces entrenched behind their 2,500km- 
long "desert wall" of barbed wire, mines and for- 
tifications with electronic sensors designed to con- 
tain Polisario attacks. 

Things are not going too well these days for the 
Polisario. Victim of the recent rapprochement bet- 
ween North African countries, it is increasingly 
alone and lacks resonrees. Its history is one of 
defiance by a small minority. Colonised by the 
Spanish in 1884. Western Sahara was taken over 
from Spain by KingHassan of Morocco in 1975, but 


ised the Sadr. 

The biggest blow to the Polisario has been the 
resumption of diplomatic ties between Algeria and 
Morocco in the spring of 1988 and the creation of the 
Maghreb Arab Union in February 1989. Algeria 
and Morocco now have a number of joint projects, 
including the construction of a pipeline to carry 
Algerian gas to Spain via Morocco. 

Pushed into a small comer of Western Sahara by 
the 80,000 Moroccan soldiers mannin g the defence 
wall, the Polisario is also plagued by internal 
problems: Polisario Front leader Mohamed 
Abdelaziz was recently forced to denounce the 
tribalism and erring ways of the revolutionary 
movement Several respected fighters, including 
military chief Brahim Ghali, were removed. Worse 
still, prominent Polisario member Omar Hadrami, 
who was the movement's representative in Washin- 
gton, defected to the Moroccan side last August 

Rich in phosphate and iron ore deposits. Western 
Sahara has become politically important in 
Morocco as a symbol of the nation's strength and 
unity behind the king. To KingHassan, the Western 
Sahara question is vital: “The Sahara is a part of us 
and we are a part of the Sahara,” he said. “This 


Sahara and a garrison town of about 12p,000, has 
developed substantially thanks to theestimated 
USSI billion invested by Morocco since 1976. 
Projects include a $400 million investment in phos- 


Projects include a $400 mdfion investment in phos- 
phate production and fisheries. 

Portrait ’ . 

From his portrait that hangs in every government 


office, the king looks down on Hajir Waly, 
secretary-general to the governor of El Ayun 
province. In a recent interview, Waly was 
unequivocal: “The Polisario is just a pack of thieves; 
the whole thing was a political game. The majority 
of the Sahrawi population is integrated in Morocco. 
This is all just a tragi -comedy and we should have 
seen thelastact ofitat the time of the ‘GreesMarch* 
in 1975, when 350,000 Moroccans , came to take 
possession of the territory under the nose of the 
Spanish.” This move sent about 300^000- refugees 

into Algeria where they remain and are taken care of 

by the UN High Commission on Refugees. 

The Polisario's current chief Abdelaziz, who took 
the lead in the summer of 1 988, is the son of a former 
officer in the Royal Moroccan forces. There are no 
reliable figures on the number of his follo wers, but 
discussions with El Ayun residents show that many 
of them support King Hassan’s strategy. Smba 
Brahim, a modest trader at thc harbour and a 


whole question is part of my life, day and nighL I 
know the whole story bade to front, to the extent 
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Perrier was that of an entiretowh working day 
and night holding the bottle, necks io the one 
spigot m the centre of the square, while their 
children blew bubbles into the bo tries. 

. Fan .?• 

I haven’t been doing too well since the feHof 
Perrier. Now when I eo to anartvand someone 


asks me what I want- and I 
Water," it isn't the same thin Even Diet Dr 




Pepper doesn’t have .the edat oFPerrier. 

My wife is afraid that TH start, drinking 
liquor again, and she keeps tdlingme thar l am 
not at fault for what happened to the Perrier. 
She says, “You can't be responsible for all the 
benzene in the world.’’ •/ ' ~ -•■3-: ' -7ov 
l just answer, ’Td rather drink Perrier with 
benzene in it than some Colorado , sparkling 
water with no taste at ah. ” ’ 


asked Joan Braden, -‘3 don't suppose 


have anything in a green bottle from 
town in France?” . -V.v 


Domestic 


, -j., , fr.i 


the independent Sahara Arab Democratic Republic 
(Sadr). For a while the world listened, despite 
several international incidents during which the 
Polisario shot down small, unarmed civilian air- 
planes: the UN General Assembly in 1977 called on 
Morocco to end its occupation of Western Sahara, 
and by mid- 1988 a total of 71 countries had recogn- 


identity card, I would remember all their numbers. 
But if we have to pull out, we will pull out all 
together. Well cut the telephone lines, wel sever all 
the communication lines and block up all the wells. 
We’U take all our vehicles back and give weapons to 
the population." 

Meanwhile £1 Ayun, the capital of Western 


areanMoroocans,thereisnodoubtaboutiLWewill 
win die referendum, it will just be formality.’' 
Nomadic traditions are still very strong in this 
part of the Sahara. Caravans of camels are very 
much a part of the landscape, although today, 
camels graze near factories and have to watch out 
for cars. 



Kashmir problem 

SIR: It is a matter of great regret that the special envoy 
from India, Najma Heptullah in her recent visit to 
Kuwait from March 16-18, 1990, publicly criticised 
statements made by the prime minister of Pakistan. It 


statements made by the prime minister of Pakistan. It 
is highly reprehensible that a visit to an Islamic country 
friendly to Pakistan has been made the venue for such 
public attacks by the Indian government. 

The allegations made by the Indian envoy against 
Pakistan in her press conference on March 18, are 
totally without foundation. It has been universally 
acknowledged, including by the Indian news media 
itself, that the uprising in Kashmir is entirely indigen- 
ous and that the Kashmiri freedom fighters are operat- 


Comments by Indian journalists and in the Indian 
press regarding (he situation in Indian-held Kashmir 
are given below: 

lie Indian Post Bombay of Ju 17: 

noted that “let us” however bear in mind that New 
Delhi’s claims about the level of Pakistan’s inter- 
ference are dearly exaggerated. More importantly, rite 
problem in Kashmir was “homo-grown. 1 ’ 


The (-Cads of Jan 18, observed that “the tragedy of 
India in Kashmir today is not merely that a whole 
nation feels let down but that it has very few real friends 
left their.” 

Article 

The Hindustan Tines of Jan 19 carried an article by 
Bhabani Sen Gupta iu which he argued “for India, to 
blame Pakistan for the crisis situation in Kashmir 
valley is to escape from the basic responsibility that is 
our own for pushing segments ofKasnmiri M uslims to 
the brink of an armed insurgency. 90 per cent of the 
crisis is intrinsic, our own creation." 

Rita Manch&nda noted in the Sunday Observer 
(Xodia) of Jan 28 that “the valley is in turmoil, the 
police disgruntled, the politicians marginalised and the 
people crying for what they fed is their legitimate right 
freedom from India. Kashmir can never be the same 
again.” 

Sunday Magazine, (India) of Jan 28- Feb 3 stated 
that “the average Kashmiri is solidly behind the 
militants." And that “the Kashmiris no longer Crust 
the politician and have little faith in bis grand 
promises”. Further that “by blaming Pakistan, the 
Indian government is failing to focus ou the real issues 
in Kashmir” and “pulling out the Pakistan card is too 
easy and too cynicaL” 

India Weekly of Feb 2 interviewed foreign journal- 
ists who are quoted as saving Jagmohan (Indian gover- 
nor of IHK) “actually thinks he is loved by the man of 
the street. They hate not only him but anyone who has 
anything to do with the centre.” And “the public, they 
felt, was grossly misinformed about goings-on in 
J amm u and Kashmir.” 

The Sunday Observer (India) of Feb 4 published an 
article by Anm Cbacko in which it was argued that the 
current turmoil in occupied Kashmir bad indigenous 
roots. He stressed _ that “the daily newspapers are 
suddenly full ofPaki&tan's role in fomenting trouble iin 
the secessionist state." Yet for the past three years 
internal reasons had been highlighted in the media and 
even “in the middle of December, senior Foreign 
Office officials when asked about Pakistan’s role in 
Kashmir replied that the problem had less to do with 
Pakistan than our own mismanagement." 

Seema Mustafa also writing in the Snday Observer 
of Feb 4, has said that "Prime Minister V.P. Singh and 
his colleagues in the cabinet appear to be pro-occupied 
with the questions of Pakistan's involvement m the 
valley despite reports from the state that the disaffec- 
tion has percolated down to the populace at large and 
the violence can no longer be explained in terms of 
Pakistan strategy alone.' . 

Khushwant Singh in an article in the Telegraph 
Calcutta of Feb 5, stated that “India had agreed to 
hold a plebiscite but had avoided holding it through 


ing without the material help from any quarter. 
(Extracts of Indian press comments enclosed). 

The root of the Kashmir issue is the desire of the 
Kashmiri Muslims, who constitute 80 per cent of the 
population, for sdf-detennination. The daily Muslim 
demonstrations and protest marches in Kashmir make 
the Kashmiri desire for sdf-detennination through a 
UN organised plebiscite more than evident, and the 
fact that they will not be denied is also clear from tbe 
failure of Indian government's re pressive measures 
which have added fuel to the flames and has strength- 
ened the Kashmiri resolve. 

Principled 

Tbe government of Pakistan has throughout adop- 
ted a principled position on the issue which is: 

a. Pakistan ana India are both committed to holding 
a plebiscite to determine the Future status of the 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir in accordance with 
tbe Security Council decisions and tbe agreements 
between them. 

b. Pakistan is prepared to enter into meaningful 
negotiations for tbe peaceful settlement of the dispute 
in accordance with UN resolutions. The Simla 
agreement provides that there should be a final set- 


agreetneni provides that there si 
tlement of Jammu and Kashmir. 


c. Pakistan, as a sovereign state, reserves the right to 
raise the Kashmir issue in any international forum 
such as the United Nations or the OIC. The charter of 
the United Nations and the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference confer a right on Must an to raise the issue 
in these organisations, if it deems appropriate. Any 
attempt to deny this right is totally unacceptable to the 
government of Pakistan as it would be tantamount to 
an infringement of Pakistan's sovereignty - 
The prime minister of Pakistan’s expression of sup- 


port to the Kashmiri struggle, termed as “a 
provocative statement” by the Indian envoy, is only an 


expression of Pakistan's commitment to the right of 
self-determination of the Kashmiri people. The gover- 
nment of Pakistan will continue to uphold the just 
cause of the Kashmiris till the Indian government 

discharges its international obligations to hold a pleb- 
iscite in the territory of Jammu and Kashmir. Jammu 
and Kashmir has been recognised by the United 
Nations as a disputed territory and therefore, cannot 
be an “internal affair” of India, as claimed by the 
Indian envoy. 


dubious excuse." He added that “our attributing the 
widespreaddefianceoftewandoiderentirely toPakis- 
tani infiltration and incitement overlooks the fact that 
there is strong and widespread and- India fading' 
among Kashmiri Muslims." 

The Telegraph, Calcutta of Feb 7, published an '■ 
article by Ashok Mitra in which he argued that “we 
have no right to bold a people against their wiB: either 
we talk to tbem and try to wm back their confidence, or 
we tel them gotowha teverfate they wantto drift into." 

The Times oflMia on Feb 1 1, published an article by 
K. Shankar Rajpai in which he asserted that “the 
irresponsible mishandling of Kashmir in tbe last cou- 
pie of years is entirely our fault" 

Bharat Wariavwafla writing in the Las Angeles 
Times on Feb 1 1 , argued that “afthougb stern adminis- 
trative measures often include repression, most 
Indians for security reasons, would protest if it 
occurred elsewhere m tbe country. For the past five 
yeais. the hapless Kashmiris have sullenly endured the 


BEIRUT, (Reiner): Tearful Lebanese, one MusEm 
and one Chmtain, threw their aims round each other 
-r friends embracing afteryears of separatiotfffinxd 
on than by a climate of hate. . 

It has taken a war amicmg'tbe : CfaR^ihK'm~e^ 
Beirut to force many people m 'Lebanon’s Christian 
h ea r tla n d to get over yearaof fOTaodsuspiriooof 
Muslims across tee frontlines." ’ ' : • 

-The reunion was typical of many now taking place 
across Lebanon's religious divide aftar 15. years of 
ctvfl war which split tee country's three mSSrapeo- : 
pie among sectarian cantons.. • * '■ ‘ 7 

Together . .-"L tL-' 

“We were best friends turned into strangers: by- 
war. But war has brought us togetheragpm,” 
George, a Maronite Christian, taking reftige with his 
Muslim friend in west Beirut. > 

In an ironic twist, many CSuistiaBsbareTeturiiM 
to homes in Muslim west Beirut and the moun tains 
from which they fled when battlctwith thcMnslims 
broke our in 1 975. • > .. 7/ -r ... 


“Without any policy decisions/barriers between 
the two co mmun it ie s have been broken, it was like 


rule of an unrepresentative political leadership and 
corrupt local administration. So complete is the Kash- 


corrupt local administration. So oomptete is the Kash- 
miris’ revulsion of politics that in the parliamentary 
elections held last November, voter turnout there was 
about 2 per cent, alienated by politics, people have 
taken to arms." 

The Sunday Magnate (India) of Feb 1 1-17, noted 
that no Indian can justifiably deny that officially 
Kashmir remains a disputed territory. If nothing else, 
the presence of a UN plebiscite office at Srinagar 

testifies to that fact." 

TheTnaeseftadia carried an article on Feb 12 which 
observed that “it would be totally wrong to assume 
that aD that is happening in Jammu and Kashmir is due 
to the machinations of an aberrant neighbour.” 

Khuswant Singh writing in the Teiegra^, Calcutta 
on Feb 19, described the rqiression by the In dian 
military in occupied Kashmir highlighting that 
“survivors tell of the extreme brutality with which the 
Central Reserve Police Force personnel dealt with 
them," he concluded that~mducriminate use of force 
is not tbe way.” 

The Times of India on Feb 21, reported that “a 
memorandum submitted to the UN observer by 
lawyers in Srinagar, also urged the UN to send an 
enquiry team of tee UN Commission on Homan 
Rijtets.” 

The Saaday Observer of Feb 25, noted that “Pakis- 
tan has played little or no role," and the responsibility 
for the woes of the Kashmiris lies almost entirely at the 
door of tee various state governments and the centre. 

Iqbal Hussain, 

Press and CaUaral Attache, 
Embassy of Pakistan. 


the two communities have boat broken, it was like 
magic,” said George. ■ 

At least 120,000 Christians have Red their homes 
since tee inter-Christian war erupted between Gen 
Michel Aoun's troops and Lebanese . Forces (LF7 
m il iti am en led by S amir Geagea on Jan 31 . r . ,T .’ 

More than 800 people wre kilterl and thousand 
wounded in the battles which turned much of tbe 
Christian heartland into a wastria nd of nthleiiff 
burned-outbuildings. 


ALL Letters to the EdHor most Contain the 
writer's name and address. Publication is at 
the discretion of tbe Eefitor and letters are 
subject to the editing process for space or 
other reasoas. 
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F2ERY FARHA. as she is called 

has been in the news more Tor her 
chatter than her roles. Rather, she 
seems to be more out of films than 
in them. She has raised enough 
controversies to keep bergoing in 
the mags and media. These 
include her boyfriends and her 
sister Tabbu. What has she her- 
self to say on this? In as informal 
talk, she shoots ofT against the 
questions shot at her. 
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Q. Why have you got this image 
of being fiery? Do you likeit your- 
self? 

A. I am frank, blunt, to the point 
of becoming angry. The press has 
added the “mirch masala” of my 
being violent. So I have this 
image, whether 1 like it or not. I 
like it because it is a good defence 
weapon. 

Q. Has it not badly affected your 
career? 

A, No, my career is not in the 
dumps, as the press quickly 
announces. 1 admit 1 have been 
indifferent and I have not pushed 
myself as other actresses do. I also 
never stoop to get roles. But I 
have roles to keep me riding. 


Farha: ‘l am frank 


Star Slips 


Q. Someof your recent fi hns flop- 
ped. Or you had hardly any role in 

them, why did you accept them? 
A. If you mean Baap Ek Numbri 
Beta Dus Numbri". then I had a 
good role ofa tough woman lead- 
ing life on her own terms. There 
were too many artistes in it, so the 
attention was divided. But the 


film is running welL People have 
liked my work. After ail every 


film cannot be heroine oriented. 


Vinod Khnnna: “Anil Kapoor is doing all kinds of roles. Mine are quite 
different and classy. There is no comparison between him and me.” 
Efctaa: “I wonder how Sri Devi can do love scenes with the hero, while 
her mother, sisteretc. sit on a bench on the sets and watch her. And after 
every shot, she herself joins them." 

Roopa Ganguly: “I take a long thnein front of the mirror in my make-up 
room.Tkeep on looking' at my reflection for a long time and then take 
time over my make-up: After that I find it earner to get into the mood.”. 
Mranfxz: “When the price of not even a single commodity is coming 
down, why should 1 lower my price?*' 

Govinda: "Neelam is a fantastic girl. I have always liked her because of 
her character. If the character of a woman is nice then her mistakes can 
be forgiven.” 



# Once there was a keen jhahy .to -complete Vishvcmitru as a. 
propaganda character against.Conness — I and. Rajiv Gandhi. 
NT/Rama Raaroho (WasUWrodffief nlraeter of Andhra startedit 
with himself andrMeenalcshkJiheghadri. *.Rh> )the> Congress, gave 
backing to Dasaxi NarayanRao to make a TV serial in the opposite 
way and promptly scheduled it with sponsors. Not that it helped m 
the elections. And now N.T.R.’s film is complete but there is not a 
single buyer of the Hindi version, despite Meenakshi in it. 


too* 
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• The title war is raging as before. If Dev Anand announced Sau 
Karod, someone started Dus Karod with Rajjesh Khanna and 
Chunky. Against Boney Kapoor’s Roop hi Rani. Charon ka Raja. 
someone else is on with Roop ka Raja. Charon ki Rani. Now there 
should be a rule against registration of similar sounding titles also. 
Or else, what’s the use of paying big fees every year, to keep one’s 
own title? 


• When Sayeed Jafrey gets tipsy, he seems to do silly things- Like 
wooing and cooing young heroines. He tried it with the new R.K. girl 
and was promptly checked. The great showman Raj might have 
liked him but now he is sure to be out of the R.K. camp. 


• Salman Khan’s big push thru Maine Pyar Kiyahas put the fright, 
not only in other heroes like Aamir Khan, but also in heroine 
Sangita Bijiani, also known as Sahnan’s girlfriend- Now that there is 
so much “lightning” around him by flashy actresses, will he be 
faithful to the old “Bijli”? 


Q. Don't you find other causes 
for your films not standing out? 
A. I never blame others. It is 
cowardly to pass the buck and say 
that the set-up, director or co- 
stars were at fault. We must real- 
ise our own weaknesses. Wait for 
Kamoma. Jeene Do and other 
films and then say what I can do 
or can't do. 


Q. The way you changed boy- 
friends and threatened to get 
married has put off producers of 
big films. What do yon think? 

A. I don't care. I lead life as I want 
and not as others would dictate. 
The matter with Rajesh Sethi got 
over for reasons already played 
up in the press. Still. I completed 
his film in aprofessional way. The 
film with Vmdoo got stuck due to 
' the'pr'oducer. Why should 'other 
big producers get scared? Are 
1 oftfertvfcroints ndt married? I will 
• be i frank, enough jo declare the 
news of my marriage in advance. 
There won't be any ban on it. 


Q. The tiffs with your aster 
Tabbu and her getting abia break 
with Boney and A nil Kapoor 
have shaken you up. Are you feel- 
ing frustrated? 

A- I have always loved and 
protected my sister. If I stopped 
her for a while, it was to let her 
grow up to take mature steps. A 
time lapse after her first film 
would also help her to get a good 
second break under a big banner. 
That has actually happened. 1 
may have some differences with 
Anil and brother. During Rokh- 
h •ala." Anil used to preach a lot. 
Heisa big bore. But ifTabbu gets 
her chance through them, I am 
very happy. There is no question 
of frustration. With so many 
other heroines around, would 
Tabbu alone pose a threat to my 
career?. 


Oscar nominations 


Films best, directors not 


HOLLYWOOD, (UPI): If a film is a reflection of its 
director’s vision, then it follows that the director is 
most responsible for the movie s success or failure 
and should receive the credit or disc redit. .. . . 

. ain,Qi/e nr least not with thedirectoi 


ad should receive the credit or discredit. 
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° e This vear two movies were nominated for Best 
Picture Academy awards, but neither of their direc- 
tors was nominated as best director. 

Field of Dreams was nomnated, but not direct 

Phil Alden Robinson. ^XfJtaesford 

producer? prop man? films were 

It only makes sense that these ^iwo ^ 

deemed among the Y®**. effort and vision of 
that status through the talent, man on 

Robinson and Ber^fOTOL Woody Allen 

were nominated for tes direct ^ m 

- -‘Tdon’t find it mysterious at an, ^ 
spoken bearded Robinson- VQtipg . The dime- 

ag'saw fe-jg -aas 

thedrrector, but theydo n directors do the 

Oniy;a relatively small group oi 

nbmmating. a hout the directors 

....... 


picture nomination of his Field of Dreams? 

“On some level the picture touched people in a 
way they couldn't forget,” he said. 

“My picture was not directed m such a way that 
people leaving the theatre would be saying, ‘wow’ 
who directed that movie? Instead they came out 
talking about how they were touched by the film. 

“There are some pictures that do stick in the mind 
because the quality of direction is so remarkable or 
palpable. 

Field of Dreams is about the story, not the direc- 
tion. I wasn’t trying to draw attention to style. The 
fact that the story made it a success is a big thrill for 
me. I couldn’t be happier with it 

“I got responses from men who told me they 
hadn’t spoken to their fathers in years, but the film 
inspired them to get in touch. A lot of people told me 
they had crazy dreams of doing something special, 
but never acted on those dreams. But after seeing the 
film they derided to go out and follow their hearts. 

“My film is about dreams fulfilled. It's not 
enough to just want something— you’ve got to take 
action. Throw caution to the wmdanddon’tlisiento 
logical people telling you you’re being unsensible. . 

"“If a person believes strongly enough that he or 
she feels something is right, then they should go 
ahead- 

“There's very little encouragement out there to 
follow your dreams, to swim against the tide, 1 think 
that’s why my picture touched audiences.' 

Robinson himself stepped into the void with his 
decision to make this basd»U fantasy basedonW-P. 
Kinsdla’s novel Shoeless Joe. Every studio turned 


MiBHiB-uv.- — 77 , — , . ,, . 

him down, admonishing him that sports pictures 
and fantasy were box-office strikeouts. 



how does be explain the best 


anu lauww; — , . , . . 

“I spent four or five years trying to get u. 
produced,” he said. “I was told it was impossible to 
make a movie from the book. 

“They couldn’t see it as a film because there was 
nothing to compare it with no successful film likeit 
in the Dast. They needed a frame of reference. 

•TinaUy Lany Gordon financed the scrraplay. 
When I had a script, people could visuatee the 
movie. It became a mission. 1 had a strong feeling it 

^“Form^^j” 01 ^ 1 ® “ “BP 01 * 2 ® 1 thing, not an 

Oscar nomination.” 


ARAB TIMES. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 1990 



Aamir Khan swaying to LP’s music in Life ’90. 


New war cry: ‘we hate drugs’ 


Battling drugs 


Firoze Rangoonwalla 

Arab Times correspondent 


BOMBAY'S film stars are on a new high. 
They have found out a new cause to fight 
for. Rather, it is something to fight 
against, namely drugs. Their war cry rises: 
“We love life, we hate drugs." If they 
achieve the goal of storming or reducing 
drug addiction, it would be a wonderful 
social contribution. 

From time to time, stars keep searching 
for and taking up some such issue, so that 
they may not look Eke dancing-acting 
marionettes who are only after money. 
They want to show they have a conscience 
too and a citizen's sense of responsibility. 
In this particular case they were inspired 
and led by DrYusuf Merchant, an activist. 

.-Soon- an imposing body, called Drug- 
Abuse Information Rehabilitation and 

‘ Research Centre (DAJRRC) was set up 
and the work was on. 


But stars being stars, they want all 
actions to be recorded the scribes and 
photographers.. So, press conferences 
were arranged to acquaint the public 
about what they are going for. (Normally, 
social workers do their work quietly and 
rely on remits). But if you call the press 
there you invite trouble too. Inconvenient 
questions are asked, for which the answer 
is only anger. Like some scribes asked why 
stars are working in films financed by drug 
dealers themselves. And Jaya Bachchan 
angrily asked: “What! Who are they? 
where are they?” 



Sunjay Dutt and Sangeeta Bijiani: Sunjay talked about his drug addiction 


It's a fact that stars may speak against 
the drug menace but they can’t do a thing 
about the evil trade and its deep connec- 
tions with the film industry. In fact, they 
would gladly attend and even perform at a 
function held by some big drug lord. 
Anyway, giving the benefit of the doubt to 
the intentions of the stars, let us concede 
that they came together and planned a 
grand nite at an open air stadium. It was 
called “Life 90” and was sponsored by 
Godrej products. 

But since the big limelight was switched 
on, there were differences of opinion right 
from the start Dilip Kumar kept away 


from it all perhaps because Sunil Dutt was 
appointed chairman of 


DAIRRC. Dilip 
sdhab usually heads such noble causes and 
so he arranged for his separate conferen- 
ces. Anyway his taped speech was played 
at the show. Ashok Kumar and Dev 
Anand did not show any concern. But the 


biggest let-down was that the stars wbo 
had united and promised to perform also 
di tched the show attheeleventh hour . And 
Amitabh who came did not give an item 
but only a speech. 

Delay 

Anyway the show was saved by several 
young and old stars — swaying and danc- 
ing to the music and orchestra of Laximi- 
kant-Pyarelal. The programme began 90 
minutes late. The Information minister 
wbo was to light the lamp was waiting at 
the airport for someone to receive and 
escort him. The organisers thought he wiU 
arrive on his own. People became restless 
due to the delay. Ticket-buyers wanted to 
go home in time. Some even cursed the 
stars loudly and were heard shouting: 
“What have you done about drugs all 
these years? Why did you wake up now? 
Your own children have been addicts.” 

Strong feelings were appeased by sen- 
timental speeches. Sunil Dutt described 
the harrowing time, when son Sunjay was 
slowly treated in Germany and saved from 
the fatal after-effects. Sunjay himself spor- 


tingly took the mike and told youngsters 
how he was drawn into the habit and what 
he suffered. Dimple talked about the 
ordeal of her brother who was addicted, 
and was cured by Dr Yusuf MeichanL Raj 
Babbar and others gave strong speeches 
and called for the arrest of drug smugglers 
and peddlers. Amitabh coolly ignored 
Babbar at the show, while his speech only 
carried the poinllhal he was never lured by 
drugs. 

Tune 

ft was the entertainment side which 
made up for the lapses. Madhuri Dixit 
clad in attractive black shin and pant 
danced to the famous tune of “Ek do teen 
char” from her film Tezab. Anil Kapoor 
entered in the Ram Lakhan costume and 
staged My name is Lakhan. Aamir Khan 
whirred in full swing like a young Jeeien- 
dra and vowed lhe girls. Chunky Panday 
and Neelara formed a popular pair, put- 
ting over songs-dances from Mr India. 
Chaalbaaz etc. Dimple and Jeetendra 
made an odd rendering of Jhooth Bole 
Kama Kaaic. Amjad Khan did some 


clever compering. Javed Jaffrey’s break 
dance got the most applause. 

Some noted ringers (except Lata and 
Asha) came and sang their own songs. For 
the stars, the songs were played-back as 
usual and they only gave lip movements, 
while dancing. Amrish Puri appeared as 
Mogambo and shocked everybody by say- 
ing “take drugs.” After removing his get 
up he said: Now Amrish Puri tells you 
“keep away from drugs." Sonu Walia also 
could steal some limelight, as she shone in 
the reflected glory of Hawa Hawed. Rishi 
Kapoor did not dance with Dimple but 
gave his own items of quawali from Amur 
Akbar Anthony and other songs. 

The show drew to a dose at midnight 
when all the stars sang in chorus a special 
song penned by Javed Akhtan Aao Kasam 
Khayyen Hum Zindagi Se Muhabbat 
Karenge." This was followed by spec- 
tacular fireworks and balloons going up in 
the air. Subhash Ghai, Sunil Dutt, 
Shabana Azmi and Amjad Khan took a 
bow for organising. 

Absentees 

However, the notable absentees reflec- 
ted badly on the show as well as the stars' 
unity. Nowhere in the picture were Sri 
Devi, Jaya Prada, Meenakshi or even 
Rekha. They sulked and sat at home. 
Mithun's anger arose because be was 
programmed only for a speech and not a 
dance, while rivals like Chunky and Aamir 
were doingdisco. So he just did not appear 
at the show, despite promises and his name 
being given m the press publicity. Amitabh 
was not asked to give an item by Subhash 
Gbai and company, who wanted to 
project only Anil Kapoor. So Atnit’s 
producers got some people planted in the 
audience, who kept shouting “we want 
Amitabh's dance” for half an hour. 

Dhannendra, Sunny, Farha, Vinod 
Khanna and even the south’s two top 
heroines were not property invited out of 
fear that they may steal the show. So they 
kepi away. Organiser Amjad preferred 
Kalpana Iyer to Jaya Prada and Sonu 
WaUa to Sri Devi. And what about the 
huge fund collected from all these 
activities? Only a few “inside" chaps are 
handling the whole thing, while the indus- 
try does not know (or care) what is hap- 
pening, as it happened with the “hope" 
shows. 

The next time when stars decide to take 
up such a good cause and put up a show, let 
them be from the biggest of drugs.... 

idf-acclaim. 


namely ego, envy and sel 



Jazz circuit: 



like crazy 


Jazz 


Jack Wfllrim Trio, CaB Han Reckless 
(Muricmasters, CIJD 6021 1TJ 

ON the jazz festival circuit last summer, 
Jack Wilkins was calling his tight little trio 
with drummer Mike Clark and bassist 
Steve Laspina On the Cusp. Nobody would 
have faulted him had he simply called the 
band High Octane. 

For that's what this recording is all 
about, high energy improvisations that 
swing like crazy, whether the material is a 
jazz standard, a page from the American 
songbook, or a Wilkins original On the 
Cusp. You Went Away and Call Him Reck- 
less. 

Frank Loesser’s 7/7 Were a Bell starts 
out with a chime-like guitar intro before 
Wilkins sets and sustains a maddening 
pace with his singles notes — these lines are 
as fast as a hot bop trumpeter or pianist 
might provide. 

On the Cusp is the hour-long session's 


lone duel, a gorgeous ballad treatment by 
i Wilkins in which the bass solo 


Laspina and Wil 
sets the melodic tone white Wilkins’ guitar 
takes over the rhythm function before they 
trade places. 

The ensemble work here is tight from 
start to finish, three musical minds playing 
as one. 


Country 

Jo-El Sonnier, Have a Little Fart A (RCA 
971*-*) 

There are few in country music who 
radiate as much raw energy as Jo-El Son- 
nier. His supercharged first album left 
critics and fans alike gasping for breath 
and his second. Have a Little Faith, dis- 
plays this same drive with just a few excep- 
tions. 

The mood is sel with The Scene of the 
Crime, a spirited cut comparing a good old 
fashioned jilting to a crime. Sonnier's 
French accordian makes one long for 
more. 

More country-rock is If Your Heart 
Should Ever Roll This Way Again. This is a 
genuine toe-tapper. In this same tempo is 
uoh, Ooh. Ooh. a song co-written by ihe 
artist. 

Sonnier slips in a couple of ballads that 
completely alter the mood. They are the 
title cut and m Never Get Over You. Alth- 
ough up-tempo songs are his strong suit, 
these are not disappointing and give the 
listener a little resL 

Sonnier goes bluesy and strong beat 
with The Hurt in Afy Heart, another 
terrific effort- The Other well-performed 
tunes include Solid Gold Plated Fool. Walls 
and the pure cajun Evangeline Special. 


Fans won't be disappointed in Have a 
Little Faith. 

Classical 

George Manaban. Richmond Sinfoma. with 
Santiago Rodriguez* piano, Castehmovo- 
Tedesco: Piano Concerto in G ; Surinach: 
Concertino for Piano, Strings and Cym- 
bals: G inaster a: Variaciones Concert antes 

(Elan, 2222) 

The cold war between modern classical 
music and its public is over. Serial killers 
and other musical hardliners are out of 
power. The Schoenberg wall has come 
down, and oppressed tonal composers are 
emigrating out of obscurity. Here are 
works by three. 

Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco’s piano 
concerto has the grand gesture of cin- 
ematic swashbucklers. The CD note says 
ihecomposer was influenced by Ravel, but 
ihesirikingihingaboutthefirst theme is its 
similarity to the finale of the Rachmanin- 
off Second Symphony, nods to Ravel’s 
Concerto in G (itself one big nod to Gersh- 
win's Concerto inf do proliferate later. 

There are original moments too, like the 
way the catchy modulation of the opening 
is reprised in the finale but without the 
original theme. The performance satisfies 
despite unsympathetic engineering. With 
so much obbgatlo action around the 


soloist it should have been obligatory to 
put the soloist a little more forward. 

The second artist, Carlos Surinach, is 
only half-Spanish and that parent was a 
stockbroker, but despite his musical moth- 
er's central European heritage no com- 
posed sounds more Iberian than he. His 
concertino makes the orchestra twirl and 
dance, much like his 1975 quartet This 
older work has a suspenseful sound, 
especially when the piano ruminates in 
octaves or arpegiates in low registers. Lis- 
ten for the string bass creeping around Hke 

a pockpocket at the Flamenco hall. 

You may know Alberto Ginas tero if 
you are into light jazz. The motoric final 
track on free flight's Illumination album is 
by him. 

In Variaciones Concertante can be heard 
the same propulsive energy, plus some 
really hard solos. (Quick, smelling salts for 


the clarinet.) It has the most gripping viola 
solo since the beginning of Hindemith's 


Der Schwanendreher. (Of course, the open- 
ing of Der Schwandendreher is marred by 
the fact that it's followed by the rest of Der 
Schwanendreher .) 

The engineer here atones for earlier sins. 
The miking is intimate. Some soloists 
wound up on a first-name basis with their 
Sennheisers. 
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Arab women authors can’t tell all 


D^Njrofares the best but Penn is less funny in We 1 re No Angels. 

Worth viewing 


By Brian Hollis 

THIS week has seen the arrival of 
an exceptional selection of new 
films, to the extent that it is not 
possible to cover them all in one 

Robert de Niro and Sean Penn 
team up together in the new 
comedy We're No Angels.’ as 
two escaped convicts trying to 
make it over-lhe border to Can- 
ada during the depression era. 
After being forced to take part in 
a murderous escape by a death 
row inmate, the pair decide that 
their sadistic warden (Ray 
MacAnally) will never buy their 
non-participation story. They 
are saved from recapture at the 
border when they are mistaken 
for famous priests in town for an 
annual religious pilgrimage. And 
are made to participate in 
various religious ceremonies 
which they knpw nothing about, 
with their naivete accepted as 
wisdom. However the comedy 
doesn't really come off. as the 
whole plot is too in believable, 
and the acting of the main 
protagonists boils down to a few 
grimaces and hand movements. 

It's a long lime since we' ve seen 

anvthing new from either Jane 
Fonda or Gregory (yes he's still 
alive) Peck. Set in 1913 Mexico 
during the revolution, ‘Old 
Gringo' is a fictionalised account 
of what may have happened 
when author Ambrose Pierce 
disappeared, and also about the 
awakening passion of an 
American spinster who becomes 
close to him and to a young 
American general. The produc- 
tion design and cinematography 
are first rate but many of the 
scenes are short on story and 
tend to rely loo much on mood. 
Much is made of the supposed 
oppression of the peasants, alth- 
ough the latter seem quite con- 
tent eating tacos and visiting 
happy hookers. The one outstan- 
ding performance is from Peck, 
who manages to convey Pierce’s 
• self-deprecating cynicism with a 
minimum of affectation. 

‘Worth Winning’ vs a harmless 
new comedy starring Mark Har- 
mon as the yuppie wolf who 
whistles at anything in skirts. At 
the pinnacle of success as a telev- 
ision weatherman, he is given a 
serious lesson in humility by his 
pals. They propose a rather 
insensitive wager which involves 
him getting engaged to three dif- 
ferent women a L once. Of course, 
the predictable occurs, with Har- 
mon ending up with egg on his 
face. However, when the gags 
come fast and furious, the plot is 
easily overlooked, and in this 
case there are enough good 
moments to make sure that 
'Worth Winning' will be a sure 
fire hit on video. 

Bruce Willis is another star 
whose name alone guarantees 
good rentals in video outlets, and 
his latest movie ‘In Country ’ has 
picked up some very good 
reviews. Willis plays Uncle 





Modern 

FEZ, Morocco, (Reuter): Arab women 
authors might be called the Sche- 
herazades of the Modern World but they 
find it tougher than the Arabian Nights 
character to tell their stories in a society . 
still dominated by men. 

“Anyway. Scheherazade s tales were 
probably written by men.” said Khadija 
Tnana, who organised the first con- 
ference of Arab women authors m Fez 
earlier this month. 

WassylaTamzali of Algeria, a United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation (UNESCO) specialist 
on sex discrimination issues, said Arab, 
women had to battle all the way 

In an interview with Reuters, Tamzali 
said male prejudice against women was 
rampant even in the WesL The only areas 
of equality were the media and advertis- 
ing “because women are great commun- 
icators." , . . 

She said women authors had an 
important role to play in combating 
prejudice and censorship but faced an 


Only three Arab states, she said, had 
ratified a UN convention signed in 1 
to end discrimination against women. 
“The others say the convention is not 
universal and they have theirown denna- 
tions of equality.” 

Tunisia ratified the convention. Aha 
Saida. Unesco women’s programme co- 
ordinator and the only T unisian present, 
said former President Habib Bourguiba 
was practically the only Arab statesman 
to champion the secular state ana 
women's emancipation. . 

“Whatever people say about him now, 

Bourguiba wiU always be remembered by 

woman for this," she said. - 

Group 

The Fez conference brought together 
30 women from 10 Arab states — novel- 
ists, short-story writers and poets. “We 
are all feminists but it m ust be stressed we 
arc not against men.” said Tnana. 

A banner outside the conference ball 
read: “Besideeach woman there is a man. 
“And to prove they were notan exclusive 
group, the organisers invited a dozen 


men, mostly critics or professors of 
literature. 

The man asked the most questions m 
the first debate on the agenda — about 
Aisha Taymouriya, a pioneer Arab 
woman novelist who wrote in Cairo a 
century ago. P - 

Syrian Ulfat of the 


frequented by male and female authors in 
Damascus in the 1960s. - 

She told Reuters some of her stones 
had a political flavour, relating the 
tribulations of the poor 
revolution against France in Syria, au 
women have something important to say 

ab Soumt>^ C Naamane, the author of a 
Moroccan best-seller about female sex- 
uality. said the biggest problem laang 
writers of both sexes in the Arab world 

™]^Arab writer can possibly live by 
his or her pen. Not even Nagtb Mahfouz, 
who had to keep his job as a civil servant 


although! he was a best-seller before he 
won the nobel prize.” 

Mahfouz, an Egyptian, was the tirsi 
Arab writer to win the Nobel Literature 
Prize, in 1988. 

Rates 

Alia Saida said: “illiteracy rates arc 
very high in the Arab world and 
higher among women- Traditions are 
mainly oral, telling tales like Sc 
herazade." _ . 

Scheherazade is the cfaararjerm ithe 

ancient * Arabian Nights a 

stories who saved her life by enthralling 
king with her storytelling- Q . 

Female illiteracy is as high as 94 per 

centra rural areas of Morocco, seeding 

to the local daily newspaper Al-Bayan ■ 
Short-story writer I^la Abpuzera* 
who ran a popular Moroccan ra® 
programme for years, said radiowas sti 
the best medium for women. You 0311 

talk to them if they cannot read. 

Naamane said the most an Ara 
author could hope to sell in the region 


ssssassejag^ 

^Naamane, a sccialogy_ pi^fesor at 
Casablanca University, smd.stebhmned; 
an Arabic translation, i t WRM*; a 
watered-down version, so as not to 
ofTened sensibilities • • V-” -v - • • 
One cannot write in Arabic what you 
can in French. I am afraid of firadamen-. 

talists,” she confessed.^ 

Abouzeid on the other nano Writes 
only in Arabic, “My nal cutaue,- d*- 


ish. Her collection of short st ories . The 
Dav of the Elephant has just been tran- 


Austin. 1 • - ,• . 

She is translating: inta Arabic the 
biography of Malcolm X, the US black 
Muslim leader. - - -. ■ 

She believes Arabs shwld~ write in 
Arabic, and those whd write w foreign, 
languages first are a dyiqg, bn*d -r-fcf- 
tovers from colonialism. 






Mark Harmon: worth winning 


Matt Dillon and Kelly Lynch in 
Drugstore Cowboys. 

Emmett one of a group of Viet- 
nam vets living in small town 
Kentucky. His niece Sam (Emily 
Lloyd) hangs around with the 
group, discovering new facts and 
ideas about her father, killed in 
the war. whom she never knew. 
Director Norman Jewison has 
produced a meditative film 
which ponders on what hap- 
pened. and its meaning to the 
new generation. As such it 
obviously means a tot more to 
Americans that to others, alth- 
ough the final at the Vietnam 
memorial in Washington speaks 
of international reconciliation. 
Bruce Willis’ role is really too 
laid back to project much charac- 
ter. but British actress Emily 
Lloyd gives a performance which 
confirms her promise. 

I personally preferred 'Drug- 
store Cowboy 'io any oftheabove 
films, as despite its faults, it does 
stick in the mind. Malt Dillon 
plays the leader of a group of four 
drugaddicts who spend their sor- 
did lives planning and executing 
heists of pharmacies and drug- 
stores in search of dope. Kelly 
Lynch plays Matt's superficially 
tough but deeply vulnerable and I 
dependant wife Dianne. _ Alth- 
ough they are serious addicts, in 
some aspects they function as a 
normal suburban couple, read- 
ing love stories, and listening to 
Bobby Gentry. The scary side of 
the film is that none of them can 
function outside their doped up 
existence, and that each of the 
gang has their own totally 
irrational and unpredictable out- 
bursts. Dillon gives his best per- 
formance in several years, and 
although fairly obviously low 
budget, the film is a rough edged 
kind of ‘Bonnie and Clyde ’ for the 
drug generation. 

Burt Reynolds has made a str- 
ing of bad movies in the last few 
years, and ’Physical Evidence’ is 
no exception. Reynolds plays the 
down-and-out ex-cop, framed 
for. the murder of a criminal he 
openly despised. Theresa Russell „ 
is the sharply chic public defen- 
der assigned to Ins case. The 
usual courtroom scenarios are 
spiced with red herrings and sub- 
plots, and Reynolds, prone to 
violence, alcoholic binges and 
blackouts, doesn't even remem- 
ber whether he did the crime or 
not Trail a whole lot of susp- 
icious characters to the end of the 
movie and you may get to under- 
stand who and why. 

The star movie of the week, 
however, must surely be another 
Walt Disney cartoon feature 
* The Little Mermaid' which is 
currently heading for the 100 
million dollar mark at the 
American box office. Although I 
haven't yet had time to watch it, 
it has generally been rated higher 
than the recent ‘Oliver and Son' 
or ‘ The Rescuers,' and is 
acclaimed as Disney's best since 
30 years. 

The above films are by courtesy of 
VFI, Fintas/Farwaaiya; Video 
Nauf, Salhiya Complex; and 
Video Club, Sahmya. 













Raquel in athletic pose from one her fitness videos 


Black ‘Starstone’ 
may be meteorite 

. t. — J f vtlnifiwn uritk pmnC M 


The Little Mermaid: siar movie 


PITTSBURGH, (UP1): An opal prospector who 
mines in the Australian outback has uncovered an 
unusual find — a black stone he cannot identify 
with “a funny texture” and moon-like surface, 
apparently not indigenous to the rugged “down 
under” bush terrain. 

Ken Helfand, 47, a self-described drifter and 
adventurer who splits his time between homes in 
the Pittsburgh area, Australia and Taiwan, has 
sent a sam ple of the rock he calls “Stralian Star- 
stone”to the University of Arizona for analysis. 

The stone also was introduced to more than 
4,000 amateur gem and mineral dealers from 
around the world at a recent trade show in Tuscoo, 
Ariz. To date, Helfand has received no confirma- 
tion from university geologists or other dealers to 
crack the mystery of the rock’s origin and com- 
position. . 

“No one had ever seen it before,’ he said. II 
this find is a meteorite, it could be quite valuable. 

The rocks are heavier than normal with a mag- 
netic quality and were found in a section of the 
outback country about 15 miles (25 km) away 
from a giant meteoritic crater site, Helfand said. 

“If it isn’t a meteorite, it’s a piece of the universe 
whether it comes from the bowels of the earth or 
extraterrestrialtype things,” He said. “It shouldn l 
have been there, but it was there." 

Helfand has been mining opal for 20 years since 
abandoning studies in Russian history at Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles. He stumbled on 
the starstone by accident about a year ago while 
sneaking through the bush to watch a group of 

emus. . , „ 

The swift-running Australian birds are 
beautiful to watch" and Helfand picked up several 
stones with the intent of throwing them to startle 

the emus. „ , . , . 

“They had a funny feel, a funny texture, he 
said. “They are not indigenous to this land, this 

bush desert. . , . r 

“These black rocks looked like they were from 

outer mace, the surface of them very moon-Me. I 
didn’t know what it was. I put a handful is my 


Raquel Welch 

At 50 - a new stage 
in an amazing career 


RAQUEL WELCH, who has battled for decades to prove 
she is not just a beautiful face and heavenly body, could 
soon be strutting her stuff on the London stage. 

She has been asked to star in a big new West End 
musical. Gold Diggers. 

And she had not had to wait for the onset of wrinkles tor 

her talent to be taken seriously. 

The bonus for her is that, wi th 50 just beyond the 
horizon, she still looks absolutely storming. 

In her latest TV movie Trouble In Paradise, ste wears 
swimsuits that are just as revealing as the shredded 
chamois-leather bikini that launched her into the sex 
symbol first division in One Million Years B.C. more than a 

qi 7>! SSff /nSSSdie plays a shipwreck victim with 
little in the way of cover-up-cot the tactical mistake it 
might have been for most women ofhCT age. The unforgiv- 
ing camera could find nothing she needed to hide. 

To her fur\ . American TV bosses were more protective. 

They took the scissors to some of the more revealing shots 

of her unadorned bosom. 

Such censorship was not needed on cosmetic groimds. 
Raqud is a living advertisement for her fitness videos ra . 

which she shares some ofthe secrets ofhow yoga hdps her 
^^n^a^Scades of resistingher pin-up sOatus,shesees 

it more as a badge of honour these days. I used to hate 

being a sex symboL" she says. Bnt now I reafly etqoybemg*.*- 


pocket and went on playing with the emus." 

The area where the rock were found is itself “like 
being on another world, “Helfand said. About 300 
miles (480 km) south of central Australia, the area 
is rich in opal, including opalized dinosaur fossils. 

Helfand claims several years ago he unearthed 
an eight-foot long, opalized skeleton of a baby 
plesiosaur, an aquatic reptile with paddle-like 
limbs. 

“The opal had replaced the bones," said Hel- 
fand. who did not seek professional verification of 
the fossil but kept several opalized dinosaur eggs 
and a few bones. 

Helfand’s first opal strike after he emigrated to 
Sidney in the early 1 970s with just S20 in his pocket 
netted him several hundred thousands dollars. 
With the money, he traded pick and shovel for 
heavier mining equipment, including drills and 
bulldozers. 

Today, Helfand’s parent company, Australian 
Mining and Exploration, oversees a factory in 
Taiwan, Shagina Ltd, operated by his wife 
Shagina, where his finds are cut, polished and 
sometimes refined into art works or silver and gold 

jewelry. . .... 

He claims fine opal is more valuable than 
diamonds, rubies, sapphires or other precious 
gems but Helfand becomes evasive when asked if 
his work has made him a millionaire. 

He does admit to a “freedom to take on the 
challenges I wantinlife" and to coming along way 
from the young explorer who, mesmerized by the 
colours in opal, hitchhiked to the mining fields, 
making money in odds jobs as fisherman, guitar 
player and fighter for five years before his initial 

^"nAustralia, Helfand lives underground in a 
home tunneled into the side of a hill about three 
miles outside mining camps. The area is called 
Coober Pedy, or translated literally , ‘white man ra 

3 “In the summer, it’s 140 degrees and the (lies 
would drive a horse mad," he said. “But where I 
live it’s about 68 to 70 degrees underground. 


movies made between.1926 and 193 &aiidadraii&Lsh 0 W.- 

that ran on Broadway for two years from 1919. 

Mark Bramble and John Marans,who have creatadthe 
new show, have sent Raquel the script for the tl^uu.uuu 
production and are waiting while she considers whether 
she wants the starring role. 

Shows 

Bramble (who wrote Bara um and 42nd Street) and 
producer Paul Gregg tave copyright approval to use same 

of ihe suing (rfgokfen oldies wntten for the ongmal wow, 

including The Best Thing In Life Are Free. Bye Bye Black- 
bird and April Showers. . T . 

The plan is to open in Plymouth and transf er to London 
in the Autumn. And offering the lead to Raquel is not as 
surprising as it may sound. 

Eight years ago she was called in as a temporary 
replacement for Lauren Bacall in the musical W oma n of 
the Year and the critics raved about her performance. 
Some people were unkind enough to suggest she was so 

good that it speeded up Bacall’s return. 

RaqueTs co-star in Trouble bi Paradise was Australian 
actor Jack Thompson who was bowled over by her. “She’s 
a real beauty and not just a pretty face,” he raid. “She can 
act, too, and has a terrific sense of humour.” 

By the end of filming, speculation was mounting that - 
they might be more than the “good friends" Raquel was 
admitting to. Jack said: “We have a special relationship 
but that ta all I’m saying.” „ . _ 

Jack, star of Breaker Morant and Sunday Too Far 
Away, had a passionate relationship with Dynasty star 
Linda Evans when they filmed together in 1986. 

The last man to give up on the idea of being Mr Raqud 
Welch was writer Andre Weinfeld, seven yews her junior. 
When they announced they were divorcing alter nine years 
in December 1 988, the reaction of friends was surprise that 
it had taken them so long- 

By the end of their first week of marriage, Andre — 
whom the papers had nicknamed Horseface was fed up 
with being pursued by a posse of photographers wanting a 
picture of them together. . 

Nevertheless rumours that the marriage was already on 
the rocks then were exaggerated. Headlines speculated 

about a break-up for “The Horseface and the Has Been. 

Several years into the union, he admitted: “Reports that 
we were divorcing alter a week drove me bananas. But I 
have calmed down a lot now. n 

“I no longer care what people say.” 

Confident 

Raquel was confident that, if any one could handle being 

married to her, Andre could because he was not jealous of 
the attention she gets just being Raquel Welch. 

She said: “Often my past relationships have been with 

men who were possessive and so frightened I was going to 

slip from their grasp that they gave off vibrations when I 
walked into a room." , . . . _ 

Andre agrees. “It could be difficult to be mamed to 
Raquel knowing there are men who don’t sleep at night 
because they are thinking about her, he said. It never 
Stared me. Td beina^-jarket if it did. . 

“It must be the worst thing in the world to be — a jealous 
man married to RaqueL” . 

to the early days of tbeir marriage, Andre helped Raquel 
pick herself up and rebuild a career that was going badly. 

The downturn had begun with her landing the role of a 
prostitute in the film of theJohn Steinbeck novel Camery 
Row. She accepted a modest£160,000 broame she l bought 
it would finally give her the acting cred she tad always 
wanted. After a week o p the set, sh? wa s sack ed . She took 
MGM to court where they said she had been taking three 
hours a day over her make-up. She said she w as th e victim 
of political in-fighting. And for five ye ars th ereafter, she 
said, she had not worked in front ofthe cameras. _ 

Raquel eventually won £7 million in compensation but 
insisted it mattered less than having her reputation res- 

Butin those black Umbo years; Ai^reenooura^dhm'to 

write a book, make videos and do a Broadway play. They 
formed a production company together. 

Strain 

A miscarriage when she was already the wrongside of40 
puta strain on the relationship. But it was when Andre felt 
the time tad come to take his own career off hold and get 
back to writing and film-makmg that long separations 
became inevitable — and eventually rataL ' 

Raquel already had two grown- up children Cocoon star 
Tahnee, 30 and Damon, 29 — fromtar first Mrrmgeto 
the childhood sweetheart who gave her btfnaro, fisher- 
man Jim Welch, she was only 18 when they married. 

When he wanted to move tta fcmUy to Alaska to live, 
Raquel refused, she says: ‘-‘We were [compatible. 
Can you imagine living in an igloo and all that stufrr 



aiTTV-y-ilX 


Raquel with hlt^andnum&er^ 
"AndreWefafeld.. v 



Jim Welch and Raquel: they married when she 
was 18 " 

She wanted to go to New York but did not have a winter 
coat, so she settled for Los Angeles. First she worked as a 
waitress, then found work as a “pin-on” modelbaving 
dresses fitted on her. ' ■ ' 

Raquel recalled: “They told me my body should never : 
be seen in public because my shoulders were too brouand 
my hips too slender." 

Next step up was donning fishnet tights as a billboard on 
TV, dispfaying an advertisement for next. weelt’s.. . 
programme at the Hollywood Palace of Varieties. But die 
was hardly a figure to go unnoticed. She began to get fan 
mail even then. 

Ambitious . 

Raquel was ambitious... she had to be. She had' two .' 
children to support 

Her second husband was Patrick Curtis who became a 
producer and tried to mastermind her career. “In some 
ways he exploited me. though I don't think he <fid it in any 
oonsdons way," she said. ' r . 

He tokl her what to wear and when to go to bed. And he 
adopted her two children, who adored him. 

This time it was living and working together 24 hoars a 
day that destroyed the relationship. Raqudl said: “Being 
together all the time ruined the mystique. .We amply fell 
outoflove " • _ ;• 

Three -ti mes-f ai led Ms. Welch, has not given up. on 
marriage, though. After the second, she needed the help oP 
a psychiatrist to get her bead together again and admitted 
to being the sort of woman who needs a man around. 

After the third, she said: "I know ITl never find another - 
man like Andre but I wilimarrynrain becausel beCeve m . 
it." .. 

There should be no shortage or offers. Meanwhile,.', 
whether or not she decides to do Gold Diggers, Raquel — ; ' ' 
veteran of more than 30 films — has a career to be getting 
on with. • 

Having to live down the sex^symbol tag was partly a _ 
problem of her own making. 

“I was not forced into beings sexsymboi,”*he says. “I - 
was exploited in a certain way. B.ut at one point'! co- : 
•operated. Given my circumstances — a young girl with no 
particular connections and a couple of kids — quite . 
frankly, I don’tsee what alternative I tout”' - ... • 

Thecritics’ reception to One Million Yearn B.C hardly 
encouraged tar to think she could Jiafreit oa acting tirienl : r — . 

alone. The dinosaurs, they said, were-better, •. ■■ - 
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BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Economist 
siams dinar 
exchange rate 


Japan’s financial markets wonder if another rate hike to come 


BAGHDAD, Iraq. March 20, (AP* 
A lading economist today slammed 
the low rate of exchange for the Iraqi 
dmaraganut the US dollar as a key 
prohfan facing the Iraqi economy/ 

3 Shama'a of 
Baghdad University wrote is the 
army daily A1 QaxJdissiya that the 
yareahsuc exchange rate is hamper- 


TOKYO, March 20, (Reuter): Japan's 
financial markets finally got the rise in 
the official discount rale they had 
expected today, but already some 
market players are wondering when the 
central bank wiQ be forced to raise the 
rate again. 


mg economic growth in Iraq. 

AJ Shama'a, former economic 
advisor to the rating Revolutionary 
Command Council, said the low 


— ««« w iww 

exchange rate is draining the oil 
revenues because of the government 
is paying higher and higher amounts 
to subsidise basic goods. 

“When the exchange rate is high or 
unrealistic productivity is effected 
and waste is a common phen- 
osnepoa," the economist wrote. 

The official rate of exchange, is 
about S3 per dinar, while in the Mack 
market is one dollar buys three din- 
ars. The government is under pres- 
sure ro adopt a new exchange rate for 
trade transactions. 

The high rate makes it more and 
more expensive for importers to buy 
dollars, when available, to bring 
goods into the country. And it 
Iraqi goods more expensive abroad. 

Iraq is trying to rebuild its econ- 
omy after the 1980-88 war with Iran, 
and to move away from a 
centralised economy. Its foe Iran is 
facing the same problems, with a 
government minister on Monday 
saying the exchange rate for the Iran- 
ian dinar was too low. 


Ai Shama'a said the low exchange 
rate is depleting Iraq's foreign 
currency revenues from oQ because 
the government is selling imported 
goods at lower prices than their true 
price in the market 
. “Some of the goods imported by 
the government are subsidised by 
1000 per' cent of their cost in true 
exchange rate,” he added. 

Al' Shama'a said the government 
should stop using its oil revenues to 
subsidise an “ever increasing gap bet- 
ween consumption and production.” 
'lie said dependence of the oil 
revenues has led to “a state oflaziness 
and laxity” in the production sector 
which badly affected the economy. 

-• ; AJ Shama'a has been critical of 
government economic policies, 
including the priorities in its 1990 
budget and trade plans. 

He recently attacked a govern- 


ment policy of allowing people to 
im poll goods by using their ofi-dore 
savings as counterproductive and 
causing high inflation. 

He said sharp rise in prices of 
imported goods was due to this 
method of importing goods, which 
also led to sm ngglrnglarge quantities 
of Iraqi dinars to neighbouring' 
markets. . . ' * _ 

■ The newspaper repor^ Tuesday 
that border guards seized nearly 
500,000 dinars from a trod: driver 
trying to smuggle them to Saudi 
Arabia. 


Bank reports 
record profit 


BAHRAIN. March 20. (Reuter): 
Alubaf Arab International Bank 
E.C., Bahrain-based offshore bank, 
said today its 1 989 net profit rose by 
five per oent to a record S4 miHkm. 

A bonk statement said Alubaf 
would resume payment of a cash 
dividend to shareholders of S2.1 
million, equivalent to four percent of 
paid-in capital. 

The bank, owned by finances! ms- 
- titntions in 20 Arab countries, has 
not paid a dividend since 1986. 

“The resumption of cash dividend 
payments meant that business 
prospects in the 1990s can now be 
viewed with much greater con fiden ce 
and ambition.” Alubaf general man- 
ager Patrick Mason said in a 
statement 

“The bank intrads to pursue more 
actively its already successful policy 
of product diversification with par- 
ticular emphasis on Islamic banking 
transactions, inter-Arab trade and 
investment promotion and private 
banking services,'’ he said. 


Stay granted 


NEW -YORK, March 20, (AP): A 
federal appeals court granted a stay 
today while United Press Inter- 
national appeals a ruling in a lawsuit 

^Lartwe^ US district judge Peter 
K. Leisure denied UPrs request fora 
prehminary injunction tbai would 
have barred Reuters from ending a 
picture exchange contract between 
the two news services. .. M 

Leisure had extended until Mon- 
day an earlier order barring Reuters 

from cancelling the contract during 

^S^Judre John Newman of the 
2nd US Circuit Court of Appeals in 

Manhattan granted the stay, to 
° D ‘T^ie rnain issue L. liie volume and 


lorn lo* 

not have any Latm A®* 0 ™ 1 
exposure. 


"People are probably thinking, 
'when does the fifth or sixth (rise) have 
to come’," said Craig Ch tidier, a 
market strategist at brokerage Smith 
New Court. “For the market, it’s con- 
tinued uncertainty.” 

The Bank of Japan today raised the 
official discount rate, the rateit charges 
commercial banks, a full percentage 
point to 525 per cent. 

“The latest decision will help stabil- 
ise markets and sustain non- inflation- 
ary economic growth led by domestic 


demand.” Finance Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto said. 

It was the fourth time the central 
bank had raised therate since last May, 
and followed a 0.30 per cent rise in 
December. 

• The latest increase had been widely 
expected since January due to gains in 
money market interest rates, a weaken- 
ing yen and the central bank’s desire to 
curb incipient inflation. 

The long lead-time ahead of the 
actual rate rise, due in part to highly 
public bickering between the Bank of 
Japan and the Finance Ministry, meant 
markets had little scope for reaction 
when it actually came, market experts 
said. 

The Finance Ministry had opposed 
an increase because it felt domestic 


prices had not risen enough to wairant 
it, and because it was worried about the 
damage a rise might do to the stock 
market and the domestic economy, fin- 
ancial experts said. 

The Bank of Japan sought the 
increase primarily to stem inflation and 
halt the yen's decline, the latter due to 
fears the weak currency would 


“Basically the Bank of Japan wants 
to curb inflation, and it regards import 


prices as an important aspect,” said 
Peter Morgan, chief economist at Bar- 


clays de Zoete Wedd Securities (Japan). 
“It's in a situation where currency 
markets are forcing the Bank of Japan’s 
hand.” 

But within minutes of the announ- 


cement, thedollar was rising against the 
yen again and continued to firm after 
the Central Bank started selling dollars 
for yen in the afternoon. 

“We’ve been waiting for a long time 
(for an official discount rate rise), so the 
market’s discounted it.” said Takashi 
Okura, head foreign exchange trader at 
the Bank of America in Tokyo. 

Many financial market players 
believe the Japanese currency will con- 
tinue to weaken against the dollar and 
major European currencies. 

“If they want to strengthen the yen 
trend, then they'll have to raise the 
discount rate again,” said a short-term 
money market trader. “Today's 
increase hasn't had any success in brin- 
ging the dollar down.” 

Tokyo share prices initially seemed 


to welcome the lunch-time rate hike 
when trade began in the afternoon ses- 
sion. But prices then toppled again as 
investors were disheartened by the 
currency market's failure to react. 

The key 225-share Nikkei index 
closed down 456.05 points, or 1.46 per 
cent at 30.807.19 after touching a day's 
low of 30.570.08 in mid-morning. 

“The discount rate did nothing for 
the yen, and most investors figured 
that,” said Masahiko Tsuyuzaki. 

While the markets were pondering 
another possible rale rise, economists 
expressed varied views of its likelihood. 

With Japanese interest rates still lag- 
ging rates in the United States and 
elsewhere, another increase is on the 
cards, said Barclays' Morgan. 

“It's not enough because rates are 


still lower in the United States. Give 
toe complete elimination of expecti 


lions of a longer-term yen appreciate 
which would allow lower yields on ye 


which would allow lower yields on ye 
assets, to stabilise capital outflows an 
encourage inflows there is only os 
choice. And that is to raise intere: 
rales,” he said. 

Pressure from overseas could als 
force the Bank of Japan to act, sai 
Harada Kazuaki. chief economist £ 
the Sanwa Bank Research Institute 
“In America and West German infla 
tion worries are strong, so if they rais 
zheir rates, Japan may have to, "hesak 

But other economists said that if th 
rate hike achieved the central bank' 
primary goal of curbing inflation an 
stabilising currency markets anothc 
rise could be avoided. 


Sheikh Ali in Bahrain talks 


Joint projects 


under review 


MANAMA, March 20, (Kuna): 
Kuwait's Ofl Minister Sheikh Ali 
A] Khalifa conferred here ton- 
ight with Bahrain's Crown 
Prince Sheikh Hamad Bin IssaAl 
Khalifa on the international oil 
matket and efforts qf key 
producers to keep the com- 
modity flowing at stable prices, 
the official Gulf News Agency 
reported. 

Shcakh -Ali and the Bahraini 
Grown Prince also discussed 
Joint industrial projects which 
officials here viewed as a tes- 
timony to the strong fraternal 
relations between Kuwait and 
Bahrain, the agency added. 

The Kuwaiti official who 
. arrived hCTe last night after atten- 

<v. :.i -- - 












ding an Opec ministerial con- 
ference in Vienna, earlier today 
had talks with the Amir of 
Bahrain Sheikh Issa Bin Salman 
AJ Khalifa and Prime Mints ter 
Sheikh Khalifii BhrSahnan AT- 
.= Khafifa, :/ 

^ Offida) reports 


Sheikh Ali 

would only say the discussions 
centred on co-operation between 
the two Gulf countries in the oil 
industry. No further details were 
available. 

Bahrain's crude oil produc- 
tion is estimated af 200,000 
barrels per day and has a large 
natural gas industry. 

Meanwhile Saudi Arabian Oil 
Minister Hisham Nazer told the 


kingdom's weekly cabinet ses- 
sion today that Opec expects a 
gradual increase in prices 
throughout the year if member 
states abides by production 
quotas. 

Nazer was at the March 16-17 
Vienna meeting of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exports Coun- 
tries' market monitoring com- 
mittee, which reaffirmed a 22 
million-barrel production ceiling 
to back an $!8-per-barre! 
reference price till the next Opec 
meeting scheduled for May 25. 

The May meeting, a full-dress 
biannual session, is to consider 
production and pricing levels for 
the rest of tiie year. 

“The study prepared by the 
general secretariat of the com- 
mittee indicates an improvement 
of the market and a gradual 
increase in the price in the second 
half of the year if the member 
states abide by the prescribed 
quotas.” Nazer was quoted as 
tellmgthe cabinet 


His statements were relayed by 
Information Minister Ali AJ 
Shaer through the official Saudi 
Press Agency afler the cabinet 
session chaired by Crown Prince 
Abdullah. 

Nazer told the cabinet that the 
weekend meeting affirmed the 
necessity of all member states' 
abiding by the quotas set out at 
the last biannual session in 
November and related to “the 
production ceiling and quotas.” 

The distributed statements 
appeared to accent production 
levels only, avoiding mention of 
reference prices. 

Nazer was locked in secret 
consultations ahead of the meet- 
ing with the oil ministers of Iraq 
and Kuwait, one of whom sought 
higher reference price and the 
other overproducing to keep the 
price within the S18 level. They 
reached an undisclosed common 
position that helped tidy theway 
through the weekend meeting 
and lintii the May session. 



New budget 


Chancellor of the Exchequer John Major with his wife Norma holds up the well-worn briefcase traditional^ 
used bychancellorsoutside 11 Downing Street, yesterday. The chancellor was on his way to present the nev 
budget to parliament. (Reuter wirephoto) (See Page 14) 




WORLD STOCK ROUNDUP 


SYDNEY. March 20. (Reuter): Aus- 
tralia's share market finished mar- 
ginally weaker after drifting back up 
from its morning tows, but volume 
r emain ed thin. The All Ordinaries 
ended 2.9 down at 1596.0. 

TOKYO: Tokyo share prices dosed 
sharply lower after a day of volatile 
trading daring which the. Bank of 
Japan raised the official discount rale 


a full percentage point to 5.25 per 
cent. The Nikkei sagged 456.05 to 
close at 30.807.19. 

HONG KONG: Share prices closed 
firmer but broken forecast narrow 
movement as traders see limited 
potential for upward movement in 
the short-term. The Hang Seng 
gained 8.64 to 2,880.03>, 

SINGAPORE: Share prices closed 


in thin and cautious trade on sffort 
covering and selective bargain- hunt 
mg. The Straits Times index was 1.1! 
points up at 1,564.05. 

BOMBAY: Share prices ended uj 
but ofT highs in heavy trade booster 
by tax breaks for industry in tia 
1990/91 fiscal budget. The Bomba; 
Stock Exchange index rose 15.27 ti 
726.31. 


Output diverges 


Opec, non-Opecto meet 


‘l /our Imitation 


MUSCAT, March 20, (Reuter): Opec and non- 
Ooec oil producers meet in Oman this week with 


Opec oil producers meet in Oman this week with 
Opec still wrangling over high oil output but 
production falling in the informal non-Opec group. 

The result should be a relatively quiet meeting 
with neither side wanting to rock the other’s boat as 
world supply and demand stay in delicate balance, 
oil analysts say. 

A senior Omani oil official said today that experts 
from 25 countries would be present 

TUs would include all 13 members of the Organ- 
isation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) 
and all non-Opec producers save T exas which atten- 
ded previous meetings. 

A team from the SovietUmon. toe world's biggest 
oil producer, arrives a day early for the non-Opec 
meeting on Thursday, ahead of the two-day joint 
meeting from Saturday. 

“We will discuss co-operation in order to have 
market stability,'* said Rashid Bin Kbalid Ai Bar- 


wani, director of marketing in toe Oil Ministry of 
Oman, which has acted as informal organiser of the 
non-Opec group. 

. “No one wants to upset the market when demand 
and supply are more or less in balance,” he said in a 
telephone interview. 

Opec oil ministers from the organisation's price- 
momtoring committee ended a two-day meeting in 
Vienna last Saturday with a call to adhere to output 
quotas. 

Oil prices on Monday dropped around 50 cents as 
the markets digested toe implications of the Vienna 
meeting. 


Charles Church 


Opec’s total output, agreed last November, is 
22.086 mfltioa barrels per day (bpd) but recent 
Reuter surveys have estimated it has been over 23.5 
million bpd. 

Prices last week had already slid under OPec's 
agreed minimi tm reference price of SI 8 per barrel. 


For over twenty y<*ans, Charles Church the 
renowned Surrey based house builder has been 
constructing bouses of quality and chararlcr in 
southern England. In the Gulf they are exhibiting 

a selected range of houses and flats, some ^ 

with the popular 'equity share 1 scheme \ 
and some with the advantage of a rental a 
guarantee. There's never been u better 3 
time to buy in the UK and with prices >A 

from £9 1 ,000 to over £500,000. there’s 
something for everyone, | 

Euroactividade A 




A superb opportunity to 
______ see an extensive and 

\ varied range of UK 
\ cm<i Portugese 
\ properties ideal 
\ for investment 


m 




purposes. 


Exhibition Details 



Founded in 1970 and with Swissair as 

a major shareholder. Euroactividade : '.-i { * 

util 11 * 

is a leading developer of golfing and ja 

residential leisure resorts on the Algarve >8 

of Portugal. The company has an excellent 
reputation for quality and excellenre of 1 

arrhitectual design with each development 'A _g — y y 

having superh sporting and recreational facilities. 

There are a variety of financial park ages on offer including 
outright ownership, cu-ownership or deferred payment plans. 
Prices range from £88.000 for plots and £220.000 for villas. 


Come and see us at the 
following venue: 




KUWAIT 

International 

hotel 

Kuwait 

Thurs 22, Fri 23, Sat 24 March 

From 10.00am - 9.00pm 


F 


fffjfrm 


Second home, lint cfaoico 


Prime Bank 
guarantees 


New service 

Satellite Dish 

Enjoy CNN Channel 





finance 

Real estate long tom finance 
and financial guarantees 
Ail lypes of projects 
No commission untfl funded 
Brokers protected 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Needed to act as fiateon 


of these financing 


Ptttue reply In Engfeft 
VENTURE CAPITAL 
CONSULTANTS 
tMstoMtfBanksn. 

1631 T VMkia BM, SuBb 999 
BKinaCalbnda9l4361£SA. 
TataC 6513S5 VSncflptSA 
ftaNtt (818) 905-1 B98 
Tel: (BIB) 7B8-Q422 



★ Two bedroom 

★ Three bedroom 

★ Villas 


The complex is provided with: 


Deluxe, central airconditioning, marble floor 
in saloon, wooden cabinets, and kitchen 
with refrigerator and cooker. 


Also furnished apartments and villas 
available for rent. 


children’s recreation facilities 
squash, tennis and basketball courts 
supermarket 
park 

central aerial 
exercise room 

swimming pool for adults and children 
sauna 

emergency power generating sets 


For information please contact Tel. Nos. 2425752 or 2425753 in the morning, or 3721468 In the evening only — Mubarak. 







Growth with equity, economic stability are main aims of budget 

Dandavate proposes resource mobilisation drii^ 


By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 


NEW DELHI. March 20: Growth 
with equity and economic stability 
are the main aims of the centra] bud- 
get presented to parliament Monday 
by Finance Minister Madhu Dan- 
davate, setting out the economic 
policies of the new government. 

Dandavate has proposed a major 
resource mobilisation drive to net 
Rs 1 959 crores by imposing a heavier 
burden on the corporate sector and 
taxing several consumption hems 
like cigarettes, refrigerators, cars, 
petrol, video cassette recorders and 
washing machines. 

In keeping with the ruling 
National Front's election promises, 
Dandavate proposed that nearly half 
of the country's investible resources 
would be allocated to the rural sec- 
tor. The central budgetary support 
for the rural sector has been 
increased from 44 per cent this year to 
49 per cent in 1990-91. 

Among other tilings, Dandavate 
has increased the outlay for agricul- 
ture by 32 per cent and for anti- 
poverty programmes by 23 per cent. 
A new formula for computing 
agricultural costs, debt relief for 
agricultural loans up to Rs 10.000 
employment guarantee schemes in 
drought prone areas and the adop- 
tion soon of a comprehensive 
agricultural policy resolution are the 


Pound shrugs 
off Japan’s 
rate rise 


LONDON, March 20. (Reuter): 
Hard-pressed sterling shrugged off a 
rise in Japanese interest rates, help- 
ing Chancellor of the Exchequer 
John Major as he briefed the cabinet 
on the tough budget be presents to 
Britain's parliament later today. 

The pound plunged about four 
pfennigs to a record low of 2.7149 
against the West German mark yes- 
terday, leaving markets nervous that 


Major's hopes of a firm currency to 
underpin his anti-inflationary 


strategy would be overtaken before 
his speech. 

But dealers said the Bank of 
Japan's one point rise in the official 
discount rate to 5.2S per cent was 
widely forecast and they expected a 
slight recovery for the pound before 
the start ofMajor's hour-long budget 
statement at 1530 GMT. 

'The budget, the first to be telev- 
ised, will be crucial to the future of 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's 
Conservative Party, trailing the 
opposition Labour Party by more 
than 20 points in opinion polls and 
facing a severe by-election loss in a 
previously safe parliamentary seat 
on Thursday. 

With the economy under pressure 
from inflation and high interest rates, 
there is little chance Major can 
deliver a budget reassuring to finan- 
cial markets and plearing to voters. 

"The markets want soothing 
words, they want evidence that mon- 
etary and fiscal policy will be res- 
trained and they want to be confident 
inflation will come down, "said Neil 
Mackinnon, chief economist with 
Ya m aichi International. 

But he noted the main impact of 
the budget would be its perceived 
political astuteness rather than its 
direct economic implications. 

Dealers said markets want a 
'tough" budget to bear down on 
inflation, now running at an annual 
rate of 7.7 per cent and expected to 
climb towards nine per cent by mid- 
year. 

However, any large tax hikes could 
undermine the pound if they were 
seen as damaging to the govern- 
ment's chances for victory in the gen- 
eral election Thatcher must call by 
mid- 1992. 

Major's predecessor, Nigel Law- 
son, presented a neutral budget with 
no major tax changes last year. But 
he was unable to curb a consumer 
boom which wrecked his budget 
forecasts the previous year and even- 
tually led to his abrupt resignation in 
a policy row with Thatcher last 
October. 

Among the measures Major is 
most widely forecast to take are an 
increase in duties on alcohol and 
tobacco in line with inflation, an 
increase in tax on company-owned 
cars, a tax break for firms which 


provide workplace nurseries and a 
freeze on personal income tax all- 


freeze on personal income tax all- 
owances. 

Such allowances are normally 
increased to match inflation and a 
freeze or increase of less than 7.7 per 
cent would tighten the squeeze on 
consumer spending. 

A revolt among Thatcher’s Con- 
servatives gathered pace today when 
nine local government councillors 
resigned from the party in protest 
over a controversial new tax 

The nine Conservative councillors 
from Beverley in northeast England 


quit in protest at what they said was 
the unfair way in which the govern- 


the unfair way in which the govern- 
ment was applying the new commun- 
ity charge or "poll tax", introduced 
to replace a system of property levies. 


other proposals in the budget. 

The central plan will have an 
outlay ofRs 39,329 crores in 1990-9 1 , 
an increase of 14.2 per cent over the 
current year. Central assistance to 
the state plans has been raised to Rs 
12,848 crores, an increase or 23 per 
cent. 

For defence services, Dandavate 
has made a provirion of Rs 15,750 
crores, a substantial increase over 
this year’s budget estimates of Rs 
13,000 crores and revised estimates 
ofRs 14,500 crores. "This increase is 
not of our choice, it is the direct result 
of the situation on our borders," the 
finance minister explained. 

The increased allocation is expec- 
ted to help in the modernisation of 
the Indian Armed Forces, now that a 
major expenditure on the Indian 
peacekeeping force operations in Sri 
Lanka are out of the way with their 
deinduction from that island nation. 

Plan outlays for petroleum and 


when Che new government took over, 
be said. 

Dandavate said there had been 
some slowing down of growth in 
1989-90, with the Gross Domestic 
Product expected to rise by four to 
4.5 per cent, industrial output by 
about six per cent and agricultural 
output by one per cent on the peak 
level reached in the previous year. 


Intelligence Bureau is being revam- 
ped to co-ordinate action again st tax 


evaders and black money operators. 
He said there was a case For introduc- 
ing a time-bound scheme which 
would permit undeclared incomes 
and bidden wealth to be used for 
social purposes like slum clearance, 
building of houses for the poor arid 
setting up of agro-based industries in 
rural and backward areas. There 
could be a flat rate of tax on such 
incomes, he said. 

The minister said the government 
would like to have a full debate in 
parliament before introducing such a 
scheme. He also announced the 
scrapping of the gold control act, 
which regulates domestic trade in the 
precious metal. According to him, 
the act had been largely ineffective. 
The customs act would be used more 
vigorously to prevent smuggling of 
gold, he said. 

Rejecting the trickle down theory 
of development the finance minriter 
said the government would work for 
growth with equity through 
employment oriented planning. 
While the economy bad grown at 
around five per cent or more in the 
eighties, the number of unemployed 


Exports grew this year at 38 per cent 
and imports at 21 percent- 


natural gas axe up by 18.6 per cent. 
For railways by 12.4 per cent and for 
power by about ten percent. 

Talking about the economic situa- 
tion inherited by the new government 
from the previous regime, Dan- 
davate said that, among other things, 
the balance of payments was under 
strain and that foreign exchange 
reserves (excluding gold and special 
drawing rights) were down to RsSOOO 
crores. The stocks of food grains were 
also down to eleven million tonnes 


and imports at 21 per cent. 

Inspite of some measures taken by 
the new government, the price situa- 
tion remained a matter of concern 
and the management of inflation is 
one of the priority areas, he said. 

Dandavate stud a new import- 
export policy would be announced 
April 1. It wUl accord top priority to 
exports and give special 
encouragement for exports which 
earn high net foreign exchange. 

The minister said against a projec- 
ted deficit of Rsl400b crores m the 
seventh plan (1985-90), the actual 
figure was more than twice the 
estimates. This would require the 
containment of expenditure growth, 
he said. 

Dandavate promised a sustained 
and multi-pronged drive against 
proliferation of black money. The 
Revenue Department is being ins- 
tructed to pay special attention to 
vulgar display of ill-gotten wealth, 
especially on occasions like wedding 
receptions. The Economic 


eighties, the number of unemployed 
had gone up from eight million in 
1983 to 12 million in 1 987-88,he said. 


There is a proposal to launch 
employment guarantee schemes in 


an acute problem of rural imem- 


Economist sees slowdown in overseas development 


GCC foreign 


assets jump 


BAHRAIN, March 20, (Agencies): 
Foreign assets held by the six Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCC) states 
rose to $350 billion in mid-1989 Gum 
S306 billion in 1983, a senior Gulf 
economist said in a report published 
today. 

Gulf International Bank econ- 
omist Henry Azzam said dose to 35 
per cent of the total was invested in 
the European Economic Commun- 
ity, 14.5 per cent in the Uni ted States, 
and 16 per cent in other OECD coun- 
tries — mainly Japan and Canada. 


"This undoubtedly reflects the 
increased sophistication of the 
region’s investment policies which 
took advantage of buoyant equity 
markets in the last few years," he 
said. 

Azzam predicted that the current 
upturn in Gulf economic activities 
mil slow capital outflow toward 
international markets. 


Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates form the GCC, an econ- 
omic and defence alliance. 

Azzam said private sector invest- 
ment made up around $1 50 billion of 
total GCC foreign assets while the 
rest was held by governments. 

About 42 per cent of the 350 billion 
was held in the form of bank deposits 
in around 20 industrialised coun- 
tries, reflecting Gulf investor 
preference for liquid assets, he said. 

Government securities in the 
United Stares, Britain and other 
OECD countries accounted for 
another 14.8 per cent while gold, 
special drawing rights and foreign 
exchange with the IMF comprised 
7.7 per cent 

Azzam said the value of GCC 
overseas assets had risen since 1983 
although several member states had 
liquidated some assets to help cover 
budget and current account deficits. 


"Increasingly more funds will be 
invested in the region, either expand- 
ing existing businesses and establish- 
ing new ones or benefiting from the 
surge in the region's stock and real 
estate markets." 


“The improved geo-economic 
conditions in the region will 
encourage the gradual repatriation 
of at least a portion of the sizeable 
funds invested abroad," he said, 
estimating that the six member states 
on the GCC have some S350 billion 
abroad. 

The amount, accumulated from 
the oil boom days, was roughly 5200 
billion public sector and SI SO billion 
private, be said. 

The economist said his statistics 
were based on the Bank of England 

E ~ rly bulletins which put all 
orrign assets at around $466 
by mid-1989. 

The GCC groups Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, The United Arab 
Emirates, Oman and Bahrain. The 
group includes leading members of 
the 13-nation oil organisation. 

The breakdown showed that the 


investors had moved away from die 
United States toward the EEC since 
1983 when the percentages respec- 
tively were 28. 1 , 21 . 1 and 16.9. 

The money flew out of the region, 
which had yet to develop its infras- 
tructure after the oO boom years of 
the 1970s. The flow was accented in 
the 1980s with the lraq-Iran war rag- 
ing for eight years. 

But since the ceasefire in August 
1988, coupled with an upward trend 
in oil prices, the GCC economies 
have started witnessing a revival. 
With a completed infrastructure, the 
governments have been seeking the 
means of encouraging private sector 
domestic investments, developing 
the necessary financial tools such as 
domestic stock markets to help it 
along. 

The aim is to have the private sec- 
tor play a large part in an industrial- 
isation drive aimed at breaking away 
from dependence on crude ou 
exports as backbone for the econ- 
omics. 

Azzam foresaw that the projected 
downtrend in the outflow of capital 
from the Gulf countries would still 
see the established investors continue 
to recycle their wealth abroad. 

"Furthermore, even though inves- 
tment opportunities in the domestic 
markets have improved recently, the 
outlets remain limited, and given the 
high propensity to save in the 
region, there will always be ample 
surplus funds seeking investments 
abroad," be added. 


Iran approves $5.4b 


Foreign credit in budget 


NICOSIA, March 20, (Reuter): The Iranian gover- 
nment can borrow $5.4 billion abroad and hire 2,500 
extra tax collectors under its “central budget," 
approved today, for the next Iranian year. 

But despite the rise in revenue, also helped by 
higher oil income, it will have to borrow one out of 
every five rials it spends in the year which starts on 
Wednesday. 

The budget is the first drawn up in the framework 


economy. 


The Iranian news agency Irna said the general 
budget totalled 13J56.3 billion rials ($287.9 billion 
at the official exchange rate of 70 rials to the dollar), 
butgave no details. 

The general budget is composed of two parts: 
about 40 jjer cent of it is the government budget, and 
the rest is the budget for state-owned companies 
which Rafsanjani has said would be gradually sold 
off to curb the state's role in the economy. 

Members of parliament criticised the government 
budget for the chronic problems of deficit financing 
and reliance on crude oil exports as the main source 
of foreign exchange earnings. 

Irna, monitored in Nicosia, said the overseeing 


Guardian Council ratified the bill today, the last day 
of the old year and a public holiday, after parliament 
met to make changes it had demanded in a version .it 
finally approved on Monday . 

Tehran Radio, reporting parliamentary decisions 
piecemeal over the nine-day debate, said the bill 
authorised the Finance Ministry to hire 2,500 extra 
tax collectors to try to increase tax revenue by some 
4! percent. 

Eighty-one billion rials ($1.2 billion) was 
allocated for Guff war reconstruction, it said, 20 per 
cent less than the amount spent in the previous year. 

Military spending is included in the government 
budget but no figures were released. 

The budget, as presented by the government last 
month, projected an increase of 21 percent in oil and 
gas revenue to 1,089.6 billion rials ($15.6 billion), 
including for the first time gas exports to the Soviet 
Union. Exports are due to begin in April 

It set total government revenue at 4,009.7 billion 
rials (S57.3 billion) against government expenditure 
— excluding that on state enterprises — of 5,595.8 


billion rials (S79.9 billion). 
Morteza Alvin, head of the 


Morteza Alvin, head of the parliament's plan and 
budget commission, told Tehran Radio last week 
that the deficit in the version approved by his 
committee was 1,430 billion rials ($20.4 billion). 


Dandavate said the industrial 
ticensmg policy would be- reviewed 
and simplified. The government 
would work Tor the development of 
small and large industries, 
he promised. It is also committed to 
make the roubficseaormore efficient, 
he said. The minister is toying with 
the idea of giving a share m the 
ownership of public sector units to 
workers. 

Dandavate said revised estimates 
of expenditure for 1989-90 showed in 
increase of RsS620 crores over the 

whficfcoUcctioa form corporation 


one million peoptrom of the Lax net. 
Most people had expected this to be 
raised to ax least ks 30,Q00 besides, 
the lowest rare of 20 per cent has been ' 
extended from the present Emit of 
Rs25.000 to Rs30,000. The surcharge 
of eight per cent. will continue*, 
applicable now to taxable incomes 
beyond Rs75,000 as against the 
present finut of Rs50j000.: 

A tax rebate of 20 per cent on 


The only major deductions that 

n * - arfsfhrvM 


savings m provident fund, life 
insurance and national ravings cer- 


tax and customs duties are expected 
as budgeted, excise duties are 
estimated to be Rs 599 crores less 
than tbe budget estimates income tax 
collections are expected to be more 
by Rs7 55 crores. 

Tbe overall deficit for 1989-90 is 
now estimated at Rsll750 crores 
against the budget -estimate of 
Rs7337 crores. Taking into account 
the additional yield from the 
modifications proposed in direct and 
indirect taxes, the deficit from 1990- 
91 is estimated at Rs7206 crores. 
Dandavate also promised 
parliame nt a documents on long 
term fiscal policy soon. 

The main proposal relating to per- 
sonal income taxation in the raising 
of the exemption limit from Rsl8,000 
to Rs22,000 per annum, which takes 


insurance ana nan anal ravings cer- 
tificate will be available, with a max- 
imum of Rs 10,000 generally and 
Rs 14,000 for authors, playwrights, 
artists, musicians, actors and sports- 
men- The limit for savings incentives 
under section 80 CCA is being raised 
from Rs30,000 to Rs40,<XKT. A 
deduction Up to a maximum of 
Rs 3 0.000 will be eligible for invest- 


Rs3 0,000 will be eligible for invest- 
ment in equity-finked saving scheme. 

Dandavate has proposed a twin 
strategy to ensure better compliance 
of corporate taxation. Major incen- 
tives tike investment allowance nnri 
investment deposit account .have 
been abolished to close the escape 


will uwn — , 

ingrto foreign ex c hang e earning and 
for setting up new industrial units. 

Dandavate also proposed full 
exemption for inter-corporate 
dividends. He expects the reforms m 
the corporate tax system to increase 
the buoyancy, simplify the tax struc- 
ture and make it neutral as between 
and large comp an ies. It is also 
expected to provide a strong incen- 
tive for exports and investment tn 
newunhs. 

The finance minister also 
proposed a major change in the taxa- 
tion of gifts. At present, gifts are 
taxed in the band of the donor, but 
there is no limit on the amount whidr 
a donee cans show as having been 
received by way of gifts. To curb 
malpractices, the present gift taxon 
donors has been substituted with a 
donee-based gift tax_ primarifiy -.to 
check tax evasion. Gifts received in 
foreign exchange through official 
channels would be exempt from this 
.tax. 


fee, anti-tuberculosis drtigs. news- 
print, homeopathic medicines and 

~ r _ i i'll riti ra eiri ia r ai r iw X IUmv 


our of the tax net. T be tax rate fog 
widely held domestic companies has 
been fixed at 40 percent, with corre- 
sponding changes in rates for other 

domestic companies. This ^expected 

to raise the effective tax rate and also 
yield the substantial revenue of 
R58OO crores. 


In ail, the finance minister has' 
estimated an additional accrual of' 
Rs550 crores from direct taxes- 
. " Dandavate has fully exempted 
from excise duty several items like 
pickles, refined rapeseed ofl, mustard- 
oO and molasses used in the manufac- 
ture of cattle feed. 

Several items like battety cells, cof- 


kerosene, liquefied prffofeani gav 
two-wheelers,* televisions and com- ■ 
putets. - 

Items which - wiUbe‘costfi«--now 
indude petrol and die^ dgarrttes, 
motor cars, an-conditioners; jams 
and. marmalades, -pao masala, foe' 
cream,' washing.' machines,, 
rcfngeratote tyres and. tubes,, air. 
travel, inland letters; cocoaproducts, 
man-made fibres, micro- wave ovens, : 
video, cassette recorders and audio 
systems. - . < 

‘ The finance miimiterrai^th^niahL, 
thrust of redirect taxation 'wni 
simplification and rationafc^tioa, . 
Tbeeffort has been made to mobilise 
■_ resources without hurtihg the . com- 
mon man and by curbing elitist cop- 
. sumption, be said. • • ? ?'/■ T;‘ • ' "■ 

I'- The- net additional revenue from.; 

. changes ’-.in: excise duly- 'will be' 
^99:19 crores, from “customs 
duties Rs835.03 crores and"TtS>5 - 
Crons from thechangesinthe inland 
air tax:' -V ' -V Tf- ‘ - v 

' V Air- travel fn India couldnowcost 
up to twenty percent mojr. j>a&v 
davate has notonly proposed an 
increase m the price of a Viaft on tur- 
bine fuelbutalso raised ibearr travel 
tax to ten per cent of thc total lare.’ 
EariiCT.tijetexwaso^ontltebB^ 
fere. ' : ' • 
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1,150 jobs 
to go: oil 
giant BP 


LONDON, March 20, (Renter): 
OH grant British Petroleum said 
yesterday it was catting 1,150 jobs 
at its London headquarters asjpart 
of a major restructuring 
programme. 

Some staff were being rede- 
ployed within the company and 
others would take early 
retirement, but there woirid be 
about 900 jobs lost, mostly in tbe 
Information and administration 
<fivisions,BPsaid. 

BP has around 124,000 
employees in total and is the Bom- 
ber three Western oil multin- 
ational after Ejaon of the United 
States and tfie Anglo-Dutch 
Royal Dutch/SbeU Group. 

The changes were part of a cor- 
porate reorganisation plan called 
“project 1990,” designed to make 
BP"s head office operations more 
efficient. 

“This will make BP the most 
successful oQ company of the 
1990s,'’ BP chairman Robert 
Horton said. 

He added: “The changes will 
enable BP to build on its establi- 
shed strengths and create an 
organisation and culture which 
more firily release the skills, enth- 
usiasms and creativity of its work- 
force." 

BP is cur 1 eutiy moving its head 
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don's financial dtetrict 
The company's latest more 
folkms a major restnKtmring last 
September of its BP exploration 
division involving the loss of 1,700 
jobs world-wide. 


Economic division of Europe must end, says Moscow 


BONN, March 20, (Reuier): The Soviet 
Union offered a vision today of an 
integrated European economy from tbe 
Atlantic to tbe Urals and said Moscow was 
committed to breaking down the bloc 
mentality of East and WesL 
Ernest Obminsky, head of tbe Soviet 
delegation to a 35-nation East-West econ- 
omic conference, brushed aside Western 
fears that Moscow's economic reforms 
were half-hearted and said President Mik- 
hail Gorbachev was committed to radical 
change. 


cnange. 

"We must work further to free ourselves 
from the inertia of bloc mentality, of 
closed door attitudes and exclusive group 
psychology,’’hc told the second day of the 
meeting, an offshoot of tbe Conference on 
Security and Co-operation (CSCE) in 
Europe. 

Obminsky, backing West German 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl's concept of an 
integrated European economic zone 
outlined to Monday's opening session, 
cautioned however that there coul d be "no 
instant solutions when it comes to creating 
a common economic space from the Atlan- 
tic to the Urals." „ , . 

Hesaid thiscouldonly bebroughtabout 
step-by-step, backed by progress on disar- 
mament in Europe. 

The three-week conference, which 
brings together ail European nations 
except Albania plus the United States and 
Canada, is aimed at overcoming the econ- 
omic divisions of the past dictated by the 
East bloc’s adherence to Stalinist central 
planning arid tbe West's commitment to 
free enterprise. 

On Monday, Kohl and US delegation 
chief Alan Holmer urged Eastern Europe 
to carryout full-blooded economic reform 


and open markets in what delegates said 
was an expression of disappointment with 
the pace of reform, particularly in Mos- 
cow. 

Obminsky, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, acknowledged there had been 
"certain difficulties in carrying out the 
economic programme of perestroika'' hut 
said Gorbachev would push for more 
radical action and carry, through reform 
laws on ownership, land use and leasing. 

"Our president sees his main task in 
getting this legislation implemented in 
practice,'' Obminsky said. 


Economists in Moscow said on Monday 
\ ha t Gorbachev was now determined to 
use his new powers as executive president 
to push through a far-reaching economic 
parkjigff, including price reform and steps 
to make the rouble convertible into Wes- 


tern currency. 

A sweeping package drawn up by 
Deputy Prime Munster Leonid Abalkin at 
the end of 1989 was watered down by 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, creating 
concern in the West that Moscow would 
not make a full transition from the com- 
mand economy. 

The head of the Dutch delegation to the 
Bonn conference, Charles Rutten, said 
there seemed to be a widening gap between 
tbe theory of economic reform tn Eastern 
Europe and tbe "intractable reality of 
everyday life’’ in which Western business- 
men were often disappointed by practical 
problems. 

"In other words, the implementation of 
reformist policies has not yet achieved all 
that was intended and hoped fori’ 1 he told 
the 1 ,000 officials and businessmen attend- 
ing the talks. 
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more pair, some more despair 

?'v' Ara^nr^s^taff 6 ^ sherHnu^r^P^ v ^ unaba " s y stem ma y have gone bul it still Karma. Jackie Shroff, as the educate 

•' b siaTT J™ 0 ,ov e of films that leads to win* m< «.<i m 4n ITarma'c n*Wlinncn«c anrt tn« Cnni fiitc in a nH nnt nf ih 


TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 


system may have gone bul it Still 
exists on celluloid — and so do 


Anutaon isachchan played a 
“h^enole” to stress his place in 
tteiHmdi film world. In recent 
months, Sri Devi had her day in 

• Chaalhaaz. Now, it is Anil 
Kapoor's tom. As Kishan Kan- 
hmyq. he aspires to superstar- 
don^ or so it seems, 

• The trouble with films about 
Wins is that. they tend to be 
repetitive, following the format 
set decades ago. And as such, 
there is no scope for novelty or 
improvisation. How many times 

• am one watch the same story 

, albtftwth different faces? 

• From Dilip Kumar’s Ram or 
Shyam to Amitabh's Mahaan, 
Hema’s Sita or Gila and Sri 
Devi’s Chaalbaaz, the theme 
revolves around the beaten tract 
~7 the twins are separated at 
-birth and reunited 25 years later, 
one character is an extrovert, the 
other an introvert, mainly 
because he is tormented by a 
greedy relative; one grows up in a 
richcnviromnent, the other is the 
product of slums. Now, Kishan- 
Kanhaiya are no different: the 
only minor variation is that they 
softer each other's sorrow. 

Ami Kapoor as And Kapoor is 
liked byroany of his fans. 

. One reason for his growing 
popularity was that he resisted 
the temptation to imitate other 
stars. As Kishan-Kanhaiya, he 
banks on mimicking such 
veterans as Raj Kapoor, Dev 
Anan rf and Dilip Kumar. Fine. 
When we have the original' 
material, why take the trouble of 
watching Anil Kapoor playing 
them? This aside. Anil does man- 
age* to sustain our interest with 
his bubbly personality for a bet- 
ter part of the film. 


, IUUUJ IHUVIC, 11 IS 

best to switch off brains and .... 
perhaps, one may even enjoy 
them. Kishan Kanhaiva has been 
produced and directed by Rak- 
esh Roshan. 

deem Do 

Written by B.S. Gill, Jeene Do 
tnakes no bones about its in ten- 
boos: it is about exploitation of 
farmers by rich landlords. The 


muivi 

son Karma (Sunjay Dutt) that is 
more interesting. 

Kher's wife dies in childbirth. 
Karma lives to suffer his father’s 
wrath. And director Rajesh Sethi 
explores the emotional appeal of 
the gradual growing apart of 
father and son, and tne dis- 
crimination between the older 
son, Suraj (Jackie Shroff) and 


Karma. 

Karma's rebelliousness, and 
his total disregard for the niceties 
of life, are carefully, and consis- 
tently handled for most of the 
three hours. 

Where Sethi gropes is to put 
the conclusion in perspective. As 
often happens in movies about 
exploitation of farmers, the final 
redemption comes after the lan- 
dlord's destruction, which, of 
course, is the heroic task of Suraj . 
and Karma, who vow to take 
revenge for the years of torture 
suffered by father Kher. 


Jackie Shroff, as the educated 
son Suraj, flits in and out of the 
film. It seems he was never there, 
so neglected is he that he seems 
like an extra. The film belongs to 
Kher, who carries the mantle of 
enlivening a character that has 
been portrayed on the screen for 
the umpteenth time. Sunjay 
Dutt, who seems to be at ease in 
anti-hero roles, is also convinc- 
ing. Farha is a mere prop. 

The above fihns are by courtesy of 
A than Video, Main St, Fanran- 
iya; and Canary Video, Fisheries 
Bldg-, Sharq- 





Sunjay Dutt 



KTV1 


MORNING 

9.30 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

9.40 Sabah A1 Kher News 

9.50 Cartoon Serial 

10.15 Magazine D’Actualite 
(repetition) 

10.30 Shuaa Min A1 Madi: 
Arabic serial (pari 28) 

11.45 Fetna Wa Saad: 
Bedouin serial (third 
and final part), star- 
ring Rasheed Assaf, 
Abdul Rahman Al 
Rashi, Wafa Mousilli 

12.25 News Summary 

12.30 Holy Quran and 
Closedown 

EVENING 

4.00 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

4.15 TTie World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

4.45 Saham A1 Fadha: car- 
toon serial 

5.15 Spencer: Arabic chil- 
dren serial 

5.45 Night chemists, 
airlines and official 
advertisements 

6.00 WaQaJalAl Arab: his- 
torical serial 

6.45 Varieties 


7.00 Popular Arts: Local 
programme, prepared 
and presented by 
Hmoud A1 Baghli 

7.45 Islamic Arts and Mon- 
uments: cultural 

programme (pan 7) 

8.30 Good Evening and 
Local News 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 Television network: 

Local variety 

programme, prepared 
and presented by 
Abdul Rahman Al 
Najar 

10.15 Lil Adala Wajh Akhar: 
Arabic serial (part S) 

11.15 Hayat Aw Mout: 
Arabic feature film, 
starring Madeeha 
Yousri, Imad Hamdi. 
YousifWahbi, Rushdi 
Abaza 

12.45 News Summary’ 

12.50 The World today via 
Satellite 

1.15 Holy Quran and 
Closedown 

6.00 Opening announce- 
ment and Holy Quran 

6.10 Scooby Doo. A car- 
toon series for children 

6.30 The Professor 


7.00 Giant Blacks and 
Great Whites. “Gailen 
Fish of Motago". A 
look at strange and 
different kinds of fish 
found in the waters of 
the Australian “Mon- 
tage" island. 

7.30 Growing Pains. 
"Second Chance'*. 
Carol promises to 
spend her time wit^ 
her boyfriend in a res-” 
taurant. 

8.00 News in English 

8.30 Our House. “Sounds 
from a Silent Clock". 
Jessie agrees on keep- 
ing a baby under her 
care for a short time 
then she receives a tele- 
phone call from the 
baby's mother staling 
that she is leaving the 
country. 

9.30 The Science Edition. 
More restrictions 
imposed by the Can- 
adian government on 
drunken drivers.. .A 
look at liquors and 
their effect on the 
nervous system.... 

10.00 Cine Club. Presented 
by Farouk Abdulaziz. 

12.00 News in Brief 

12.15 Magazine D'Actualite 


CINEMA TODAY 






Anil Kapoor 


Al Andalus 
Arabic film 
AlSahniyaJi 
Hall booked 
AJHamra 
Jungle Assault 
Drive-in 
North Shore 
AlFirdous 
Nalnsaafi 

Fahaheel Open 
Kanoon Apna Apna 
Fahaheel 
Arabic film 
Al Jahra 
Blue Iguana 


Granada 
Arabic film 
Sulaihikhat 
Top Gun 
Jkeb 
Batman 

Ahmadi Drive-in 
Arabic film 

Fajr 

Zuhr 

Aw 

Maghreb 

Isha 


4.32 am 
1155 
3.23 pm 
6.00 
7.17 


Kuwait 

Jahra Pharmacy 
Fahd Al Salem Street 
Hawalli & Nugra 
Markaziya Pharmacy 
Amro Bin Al Aas Street 
Fahaheel 

Shaiba Pharmacy 
Fahaheel 

Juleeb Al Shiyookh 

Ayoub Pharmacy 
Souk Complex 
Reggei 

Reggei Pharmacy 
Bader Al Salem Bldg 
Jahra 

Abraj Pharmacy 
Dubil Al Khuzaei Street 





ARTS 

SuftanGaUery - 

INDIAN . artist Shamima 
Farid is showing a collection of 
her latest works at die Sultan 
Gallery, near Rolls Royce 
showroom: A wide selection of’ 
subjects- ase- feattaed- 4n>jd»c 

paintings of the artist; who has : e 
exhibited widely in Kuwait and 
overseas. However, this is 
Shamima’ s first solo-exhibi- 
tion in Kuwait. Open: daily 
from 9 am to I pm and 4 to 8 
pm. 

Blte'n’Ptocfts 

An interesting 8 week course 
in patchwork and quilting tech- 
niques. For details contact Tel. 
5634663. 

SOCIAL 

"Bengali drama” 

“BAND HAN Nattya 

Chakra," Kuwait, a Bengali 
drama group, is going to per- 
form its third stage show, a 
Bengali drama, “Boudir 
Bceay" on Thursday, March 22 
at 5 pm in the Starlight Theatre 
hall at Doha Entertainment 
City, Kuwait 

The Ambassador of Ban- 
gladesh in Kuwait Mr. K. M. 
Sdaabuddin will be the chief 
guest. 

For entry cards, please con- 
tact the following persons: 
Abdur Rab, Tel. 4316823; 
Jasim Uddin, Tel. 2420484; 
Mi ah Mohammad Haaif, Tel. 
4849100, Ext 104 and Video A 
to Z, Tel. 3924320. 

Guardian Angtf Club 

The Guardian Angel Club 
tyfrft great pleasure in announc- 
ing their Konkani drama enti- 
tled “Ostorecho Mog 
(Woman's Love) directed by 
Remmie J. Colaco, on June b, 
1990, at the I AC. Goan Charlie 
Chaplin — ^ato Vaz, 
Ophelia, H. Britton and Sebby 
Coutinho are among the other 
weB known Goan cast. 

PrivatoLJvsa _ 

-THE leading Bntish theat- 
rical group, Cafe Theatre, is 
staging Noel Cowards 
comedy. Private Liw*. at 
Kuwait International Hotel on 
Mack 22 sod 23 . The play 
radiates warmth, rigour, tun 
and humour and Noel 
Coward’s sparkling dialogue 
keeps the audience laughing all 
Sway through. Tickets at 
2530000 Ext 4010. The group 
also' wishes to visit organisa- 
tions for lectures and theatre 
workshops free of charge- Can 
^organised through the 
Public Relations Dept tm tne 

Kitwmt International 

Konkanlnot»-«top show 

A Kbnkani non-stop show 
entitled Koxtt Ani Sontos 
(Hardships & Happiness), wm- 
ten and directed by Epa de 
Utorda, organised by Utorda 
Lokrdes Boys wiH be staged on 
July 6, 1990 at 3.30 pm. Venue. 
Labour Union Han, Mai dan 


il*i7 


information con- 

tact 4817857, — 


UdlM international Loaguo 

THERE will be a coffee mor- 
ning for newcomers to LIL and 
Kuwait on Sunday March 25 at 
the Sheraton Hotel in the 
Green Room from 10 am to 12 
. noon. All are welcome. For 
more info telephone Ann on 
• -5316965. 


Shakespeare’* Macbeth 

THE London Shakespeare 
Group, who have already 
received rave reviews for then- 
performance of Macbeth in 
Bahrain, Doha, Muscat and 
the Emirates, will perform at 
the Kuwait English School, 


• 5316965. SaJwa on March 21 and 22, 

1 iMsiy’. Liwet-si J99Qat8.pm andonMarch. 23 v *o 

^ 1990,at6pm.ThecastincIndes 

■^NASMADA Theatre. WlH . rwn Pmfd rtnol aMoro utvA grtTM. 


be staging a social Malayalam 
play, A Love Mantra From 
Ujjain, at Indian Arts Circle 
auditorium, Funaitees on 
Friday, May 11, 1990 at 

6.30 pm. Written by Varghese 
Paul, lyrics by Rajendra Babu, 
music by Antony Joseph, the 
play is co-directed by Sheriy 
John and directed by Jayan 
Pattathu. Various characters 
are being represented by 


MalayaJee community in 
Kuwait 

Holl —Festival of Colours 

THE LAC is celebrating the 
festival of colours to com- 
memorate the coming of Spring 
on Thurs 22nd March at Fun- 
aitees with a suitable 
programme. Members and 
their guests are requested to 
contact the IAC office 
(3904817), Sharma (2644863), 
Raman (3903879), Mathews 
(4343329), . Srivastava 
(4898 162) or Munshi (2423740) 
for details and passes. Because 
of limitations, passes are 
available on first-come-first- 
serve basis. 

Badeaik Picnic 

Bangladesh Diploma Engin- 
eers’ Society in Kuwait 
(Radesik) has organised its 
annual picnic to be held in 
Manga r family beach on 
March 23. The events included 
the prize distribution of recen- 
tly completed indoor games 
and the children sports to be 
played on the spot. Bangladesh 
Ambassador to Kuwait K.M. 
Shehabuddin will be the chief 

guest. . , 

All Badesik members are 
requested to contact general 
secretary Khalilur Rahman on 
tele 4330025 for more details. 

Summer Affair "90 
THE Weekend Club will 
host their traditional "Summer 
Affair 1 * on the first day of Eid 
Al Fitr (April 26) at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. Watch 
or participate in Oie telecuon 
andcrowmDg of the 1990 Sum- 
m er Queen, join in a Jive Con- 
test, watch a scintillating dis- 
nlav of "Lambada or simply 
E Jour feet loose to the music 
of Top Ranks and Perfect 
Strangers. Gala buffet, ioadsof 

r-sfflssstt 

cajf 431 5425 (Julio), 574l380or 
4890566. 

ladies International League 
of Kuwait upcoming ev«£ 

LIL Desert Picnic on Friday, 

March 23, 1990. Members and 

their guests. For further infor- 
mation and tickets 
tact Barbara on 5325131. 
Deadline for tickets is March 

17 . - — 


professional actors and actres- 
ses with classical backgrounds, 
who have appeared at the Lon- 
don’s prestigious National 
Theatre, various West End 
theatres, television and radio. 

All seats are numbered, and can 

be reserved by ringing 5740256/ 
7, 5625316, 5718143 or 
5731782. 

Kuwait Uttie Theatre 

KUWAIT Little Theatre 
presents “Oh Clarence”, a 
comedy by John Chapman, 
adapted from the books ofP.G. 
Wodehouse. Gala Night is on 
March 19, 1990, at 7.30 pm 
with other performances on 
March 20, 21 and 22 al 8.00 pm. 
Tickets can be booked by phon- 
ing 3919759. 

Bangladesh get-together 

A NUMBER of Bangladeshi 
families will hold a spring get- 
together at the Rawda Park. 
Damascus Street on March 23. 

The day-long programme, 
which starts at 8 am, will 
include children’s games, ladies 
and gents games and bingo. 

For details, contact tele- 
phone 3725312, 4315352, 
4715734, or 371 3923. 

Rose Ferns' drama 

MAY 10-11: Expatriates 
Club proudly announces that 
Goa’s celebrated king of cen- 
tury shows Rose Ferns, and his 
sixteen member troupe, will 
present at the Granada Cinema 
hall, Kheitan, his premier 
release in Kuwait “Xinxe” 
(Broken Glass) and “Beiman 
Turn" (You Ungrateful) which 
has already crossed the hun- 
dred plus mark in Goa. More 
details later. 
German-speaking 
Cultural Association 

THE forthcoming annual 
election will take place on 
Monday, March 26, 1990, 8 
pm, at Kuwait International 
Hotel. Ahmadi Room. All 
ladies and gentlemen of the 
German-speaking community 
are requested to attend. 

British Council 

Children's Books of the Year 
1989 Exhibition — March JO- 
22 at The British Council 
Gallery. 

Wednesday, March 21, 6.00 
pm — Film showing: Asterix in 
Britain, The Movie. Go back, 
far back in time when the 
Britons stopped fighting for a 
tea break at 4.00 pm. and 
everyone drank hot water with 
a little milk because tea hadn’t 
been discovered yet. (75 min). 

Thursday, March 22, 10.30 
am. Story Time by a profes- 
sional story teller. 

Please book seats by casing 
Tel. 2515512; 2533204; 

2533227. 


Sri Lanka Bazaar 

■ A BAZAAR will be held at 
the Sri Lankan embassy 
premises on Friday March 23 
1990 from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm, 
organised by the Sri Lanka 
Seva Vanitha unit, Kuwait. 
Address: Keifan, Al Andalus 
Street, Block No. 6, House No. 

Tel: NosM844862/4844854.- 
"■ All are welcome. 

Turkish aoclaty picnic 
TURKISH society invites all 
Turkish citizens to a picnic at 
Mang&f family beach (by the 
pool side) on March 23, 1990(9 
am to 4 pm) contact 4845682. 
Pakistan Arte Clrcto Musical 
Mte 

PAKISTAN Arts Circle 
veterans are organising a 
"Musical Nile” on Thursday 
night at the Sharq Co-operative 
Hall. The variety programme 
includes songs, comedy and a 
show of Pakistan's national 
costumes. Entry will be by 
invitation only. The organising 
committee of the programme 


includes Abdus Sattar Ghazali, 
Zulfiqar Ahmad and Zhid 
Butt. 

SPORTS 

Apollo Fltnaaa Contra 

ON-GOING CLASSES: 
Apollo Stretch — Sun and Wed 
— 10.30 - 11.30 am; Apollo 
Workout — Sunday — 5.30 - 

6.30 pm, Tuesday — 5.00 - 6 
pm; Fast ’n’ Fizzical (mixed) — 
Friday — 1.00 to 2.00 pm; 
Monday Madness — 4.00-5.00 
pm; Tuesday treat (mixed) — 
6.<H) to 7.00 pm; Saturday 
sweatshop — 4.00 Lo 5.00 pm; 
Martial arts — Mon, Wed, Fri; 
Taekwondo — Sat, Mon, Wed; 
Hatha Y oga — enroll now for 
April. Call in now for further 
details. Tele. 4742000 ext. 6700. 
Daniella Bowling 

ALL Danes are invited to 
participate in the first ever 
Daniella Bowling Tournament 
on April 5, 1990, at 6 pm. For 
further information and regis- 
tration please call Connie - Tel: 
3715637 or Marianne - Tel: 
3720137 before March 26. 

Yoga lessons 

FOR FITNESS and slim- 
ming, Kuwait International 
Hotel offers Yoga lessons for 
ladies and men, every Sunday 
and T uesday at 8.00 to 9.00 pm 
and oh Friday from 10.30 to 

11.30 am. For more informa- 
tion contact Antonie Kingma 
on 2533000 or Tanya on 
5626529. 

Dantalla Desert Rally 

• The annual family rally for 
Danes will take place on 
Friday, Man* 23. For registra- 
tion, please call Henrik — Tel: 
3727688/92 ext. 246. 

HOTELS 


La Meridian 

AL WAHA Cafe features 
Crepe Festival until 22nd 
March. Crepes (thin pancakes) 
are prepared in front of the 
guest at a special counter. 
Choice of dessert fillings 


include fruit salad with cream 
custard and strawberry sauce, 
sliced fruit with orange sauce, 
strawberry with whipped 
cream, melba sauce and 
almond, and sliced banana 
with chocolate sauce. Choice of 
topping include chocolate, 
honey, jam or marmalade, 
.maple syrup. and . chan til ty- 
r cream. 

Al Fingan Tea Lounge will 
feature Banana rama Festival 
from 18th until 22nd March. 
One can have a variety of 
choices of mouthwatering ban- 
ana sweets such as banana frit- 
ters with honey, banana tarte, 
banana tartelettes, chocolate 
banana and hanann charlotte. 
Special banann drinks include 
tan ana milk shake and banana 
strawberry cocktail. One can 
also enjoy our special banana 
split ice cream. 

Holiday Inn 

AL AHMADI COFFEE 
SHOP: An ideal venue for that 
business lunch or a relaxing 
dinner. Michael and Delaine, 
our duo sings for you every 
evening from 8 pm till mid- 
night. Choose from our lavish 
international buffet and then 
sit back and enjoy the Holiday 
Inn’s excellent service. Why not 
treat yourself to our value for 
money. Breakfast buffet you 
can always work off those 
excess calories at the Apollo 
Fitness Centre. 

AL ANDALUS SUPPER 
CLUB: Spending your Thurs- 
day night Arabic style. Savour 
our exotic Oriental and inter- 
national food. Relax to the 
musical entertainment 
provided by our resident 
Arabic band. Come and enjoy 
... your deserve iL 

Friday family lunch: A great 
time for the whole, family. 
Prizes and surprises for the chil- 
dren with Disney characters 
and our amazing magician. A 
sumptuous Oriental and inter- 
national buffet complemented 
by the sounds of our resident 
band, makes this a day to look 
forward. See you all... 

Mother's Day at the Meridlen 

La Brasserie will be offering 
a special buffet on Mother's 
Day at half price to any mother 
accompanied by one other chil- 
dren. 

Or in case you cannot bring 
mother out to us, you take 
home to her from Al Waha in 
the Salhiya Complex one of our 
freshly baked selection or 
“Happy Mother’s Day" cakes 
in a choice of favourite 
flavours. . 

So don't forget. Spoil mother 
with sweetness the Meridien 
way. 

For reservations, call Hotel 
Meridien on telephone 245- 
55SO cxl 94 lor 967. 

Mecsllah Beach Hotel 

Messilah Beach Hotel is 
promoting an evening of 
seafood specialities every Wed- 
nesday evening at 7 pm in Al 
Mubarakiab Restaurant. 

All your favourite dishes 
from the Gulf. Selected items 
prepared to your liking in the 


relaxed atmosphere decorated 
with that maritime touch with 
live background music. 

SAS Hotel 

AL GHAZEER: Sails again 
and offers you a unique 
experience of the old seafaring 
Kuwaiti tradition. We 
prepared special menus you 
can enjoy- onboard. AVailabkr 
for half day or full day trip, for 
reservation, pis call up 5657000 
ext. 416. 

AL BOOM: The only float- 
ing restaurant in town. Mag- 
nificent array of mezze — 
delicious Hor’s d'oeuvres 
together with wide range of 
international appetizers and 
salads. Choose your main 
course from succulent varieties 
of charcoal grilled delicacies — 
prime American beef. Gulf lob- 
ster h amour or zubedi. Enjoy 
your della at the diwania 
overlooking the sea. For 
reservation, pis call up 5657000 
ext. 403 or 540. 

PEACOCK ROOM: Our 
Chinese chef recommends fried 
prawns with turnips and chilli 
sauce, crispy fried smoked beef 
and wide varieties of delectable 
Chinese specialities from our 
chefs recommendation or take 
your pick from our delightful 
menu of sumplous Chinese 


favourites. 

Book for a nice table in cozy 
elegance of our Peacock Room . 
Pis. call 5657000 ext. 403 or 
532. 

B1STRETTO: Italian 

specialty restaurant which also 
offers international and Arabic 
.dishes. Lunch and dinner buf- 
fet daily*, family. - day -every 
Friday with brunch buffet for 
the whole family or let your 
children choose theirfa vourites 
from our children’s menu. 
Reserve your now. Pis call up 
5657000 ext. 53) for reserva- 
tions. 

CLOCK: Drive-in res- 
taurant offers varieties of 
mouth-watering fast food 
items — juicy burgers, hot 
French fries, crispy drumsticks, 
and lot more plus softdrinks 
and juices. 

Hotel Meridian Kuwait 

Envoy Thai cuisine every 
Saturday night at La Brasserie 
in addition lo its daily lavish 
buffet. Thai specialities are 
prepared by the chef in front of 
guests. 

COWBOY NIGHT 
EVERY SUNDAY: Enjoy live 
country music, western decor 
and hearty ranch food — prime 
ribs, burgers, tacos and great 


desserts including mom's apple 
pie. Visit La Brasserie for a real 
country hoedown. 

EVERY MONDAY NIGHT 
AT LA BRASSERIE: Enjoy 
Chinese cuisine in addition to 
its lavish daily buffet. Chinese | 
specialities are prepared in 
front of guests. 

Sheraton 

COFFEE Shop: A new 
attraction is the seafood night 
every Monday where some of 
the best of sea foods are 
prepared. For a taste of the best 
of preparations of sweet and 
sour hamour, fried shrimps 
Thai style, etc. new dishes every 
week. 

LE TARBOUCHE: Open 
for lunch and dinner Le Tar- 
bouche offers a wide selection 
of hot and cold mezza. Every 
Thursday evening the Arab 
world specialities buffet 
features popular dishes from 
different Arab countries. Even- 
ing entertainment from our 
player. 

Al HAM BRA: Enjoy the 
Arabian night theme at the A] 
Hambra with delicious Arabic 
dishes buffet style. Enjoy a 
family brunch every Friday 
with entertainment and surpr- 
ises for the children. Nightly 
entertainment by Gli Amici. 



Private Lives: The best light comedy to come out of England! 


CAFE THEATRE from England have returned 
once again to stage Noel Coward's comedy. Private 
Lives, at the Kuwait International Hotel on 22 and 
March 23. The play is directed by Harry Meacher 
and Derek Woodward who had made their debutin 
Kuwait with Francis Durbridge’s thriller. House 
Guest. Sheridan Morley, London drama criticof the 
International Herald Tribune called it “The best 
light comedy to come out of England!” The play 
radiates warmth, vigour, fun and humour and Noel 
Coward's sparking dialogue keeps the audience all 
the way through. 

But Cafe Theatre, in addition to just presenting 
plays in an intimate, relaxed atmosphere also aims 
to spend time within the community using various 
methods of communication: Theatre workshops, 
coffee morning discussions and busines lunches/ 


dinners, ft g i\o» the actors, actresses and directors 
the opportunity to create links with various 
representative groups within the community. 
University lectures are geared towards students of 
drama and English language and deal with more ■ 
technical aspects of theatre such as “Technique of 
Pronunciation” and the study of "Lambic Pen- 
tameter”. the rhythm of Shakespearian language. 
Derek Woodward's experiences are collected 
together in a talk entitled, “There’s more acting 
done off the stage than on it” which takes a candid 
look at the way in which “acting” is used as a method 
communication in the business world. All lectures 
and visits are conducted free of charge and may be 
organised by the Kuwait International's Public 
Relations Department. 

The picture shows: Cafe Theatre members rehear- 
sing for Private Lives. 
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ACROSS 
1 Brit colony In 
SE Spain 
4 Intense look 
9 Slangy negative 

14 " — day at a 
time** 

15 Stop, in Quebec 

16 — Gay: historic 
plane 

17 Peering great 

20 Day or night 
lead-in 

21 Has troubles 

22 She, in 
Frankfurt 

23 Ancient Celtic 
priest 

26 Choose 

27 Plant 

28 Lease 

29 Dutch painter 
Frans 

30 Goddess of 
dawn 

31 Lexicon from 
Brit. 

32 Monster's loch 

33 Downward 
slides 

36 Gormandize 

38 Inflatable toy 

39 Punctuation 
mark 

40 “Rule 
Britannia" 
composer 

41 Avaii 

42 Balletomane, 
for one 

43 Ran, as Madras 

44 Luncheon 


45 — play 

47 Diplomat's forte 

48 Second of two 

49 Grain beard 

50 Those two 

57 Little, in Dundee 
52 Feeling poorly. 

58 Penurious 

59 Eastern ruler 

60 Smelter fodder 


61 Shakespearean 
forest 

62 Colorists 

63 Spigot 

DOWN 

t Contented 
baby's sound 

2 Country 
stopover 

3 Stake 

4 Possessing 
flavor 

5 Walked 

S Remark from 
Sandy 

7 Sells 

8 Code of 
morals 

9 Fresh 
information 

10 Yoko 

11 Best source of 
9 Down? 

12 Stan's foil 

13 Attacked 
vigorously. 
with 
“into" 

18 Leave out 

19 BPOE member 

23 Sag 

24 Canadian 
town 
official 


25 Inadequately 
financed . 

26 The good old 
days 

27 Spirit 

29 Word with 
waiter or water 

30 Pansienne 

32 Las Vegas sign 

33 Hourglass filter 

34 — restante 

35 Show contempt 

37 Iranian coin 

38 Wnter Harts 

40 Medieval 

chemical 

science 

43 Took the waters 

44 French state 

45 Indigenous 
animals 

46 Possessor 

47 Kindergartner 

48 Khayyam and 
namesakes 

50 — Mawr 
College, Pa. 

51 Prognosticator 

53 Netherlands 
town 

54 See 51 Across 

55 Weather word 

56 Historic stage 

57 Sates agt. 


INSURANCE 

. Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* 10 6 
9*3 
<> J 5 2 

; • 4 A K764 3 

WEST . EAST 

4 3 9 7 3 4 K S 5 4 2 

9 Q 5 9. K J 10 6 . 

O K 64 0 Q 9 7 3 

4 Q 9 8 2 4 Void 

SOUTH 
4 A Q 
9 A97 42 
0 A 10 * 

4 J 10 5 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

3 NT ' Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass. Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 4 

The ma gician astounds the audi- 
ence .with clever tricks, which are 
really quite simple to perform. Simi- 
larly, the feats of the bridge expert 
have a simple explanation. Often, it 
involves no more than counting. 

When a- hand is suitable in other 
respects, a five-card major is no bar 
to opening one no trump. South 
wisely chose that bid . because the 
intermediate cards, together with -a 
five-card suit, made the hand worth 


IS CHEAP.' : 
more than. its !5 hi^h-card points: 
With a solid ..source of. tricks .in 
clubs. North’s raise to game, was 
automatic. 

Since the opponents had not eat 
ploerd a major-suit fit. West electa! 
to lead his fourth-best spade and 
declarer took "Eastft king wiUrtbe 
ace. . Next came tee jack of .dubs,' 
covered by the q-ieen arid : taken .’.by' '• 
the king. EartV diamond discard^ 
was a lethal blov- There was no' way. 
for declar - to * ... up his longdubs. 
He had ■ dsfied witeteree 

tricks in b suit and a One 3 -.; 

trick deft V* ,-en diamonds- pro-. 
duoed a st.on<- 

Declarer --yds- unlucky to run.into 
a rare 4-0 1 ufc split and his play was 
correct hau he heeded six dub tricks 
for his contract. Bar with fpur sure 
tricks in the other suits, fivei clubl 
tricks were all that were required to. 
fulfill the game. There was a ample 
way to - assure teat. . At : . rubber- 
bridge, declarer should simply have 
allowed East’s Queen of dubs to win- 
the first trick m tee suit!;- -v:'-' 

Duplicate fe another!* maker. A 
specific 4-0 break is ^bom\2Qrlp-l- 
against. It’snof . wottegmngupa 
trick in a normal contract to prefect 
against sute a tong shot. . ; 


% 



ifel 8 &; 

7 1 *d\ 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE' 


GiEIN 


RJ All 


I 'Sll.’Af 


s:t ! eib 


piiihq 

nann 

ojudo 


no none 

w nnran 

3 Rfl00 

anaaoB 



. .. •■l.’fiv* vi 


n an ana 
iMKinsn aanamn 
nan nanran mnrran 

till El H B OHH H EMBR 

anrirrn nnamra man 
fflaornimHOi 
mm Ban 
niirwuinnuni nmora 
raann n tinnn a rbob 
anno a mi nnnn 
nnnn brhmm nnnn 


, %< . . %• •% _■ 


-That too: 

* • V f'y* . s' lV;i i 







You will be in a more variable 
mood and should stay away from 
controversial subjects if you can. 
Do not expect others to do things 
for you. Take the best care of your 
health. Be confident. 


You will make better progress 
than you thought possible but time 
is sdB short so do not waste h. Do 
not attempt to do too much all at 
ooce. Be less negligent. 


You will be tempted to cut a few 
corners, make sure that therosult js 
not c ar el ess n es s. Take' the' best of 
possible cue when on the road, 
driving or walking. Use a StUe 
more commonsense and avoid 
daydreaming. Be polite. 


You are running out of spaer so 
do hot hoard objects. Leave your 
partner in no -doubt about your 
affections. Listen more and talk 
less yourself. Be fair. 


m 





You will tend to be more absent- 
minded, so make notes for yourself . 
Y ou will be better able to persuade 
others to your point of view. You 
should be a little more patient. Be 
cordial. 


r Gemini 

Mq»-Ja 


Something you have been find- 
ing difficult will now prove to be 
easier. You should not try to use 
force where persuasion has failed. 
Keep your emotions under better 
control. Be tactful. 


You should be on the lookout for 
mistakes, and not only those made 
by you. Do your best to avoid any 
kind of confusion. Ensure that 
your diet contains enough . 
vitamins. Be alert * 


Virgo 

Att* C . Set* 


You should do aU you can to 
avoid coming into conflict with 
your colleagues as you well mightif 
you do not take care. Leave alidle 
more room for doubt and errorbm 
try to avoid it too. Watch small 
expenses as weB as large ones. Be 
punctual. T 



You are more liable to make mis- 
takes so watch out for diem. You 
will be able to make good pro g re s s 
at work bat only if you work hard. 
Try to show a bale more goodwill 
towards others. Be sensible. 


f Sagittarius 

N**Z3- Dec2« 


You will tire easily and must con- 
serve your energies. Your Jucfcy 
namben are 13 and 25. Something 
you have been learning win now 
prove invaluable. You will hare a 
. pleasant surprise. Be lemenL 


Something you had been fearing ’ 
might will not happen. However, 
there. is no room at all for com-, 
ptacency. You should avoid dwell- ■ 
mg too much on the past. Be 
tolerant. 



I Pisces 
rd>a.MM>» 


You will be aide to fast 
progress in some dixtetions, but 
you will be held up in otbcrs. 
Altogether there is no cause to relax . 
your efforts nor. time to become, 
bogged down in detail Avoid just- 
hoping for the best, act positively. 
Be firm. 























ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21,1990 17 


' ... . ;■ * 

. . . • . 

p. : •••■ ■■ 


y 



* 




I 




.[*»! 

‘jT. 

-tf! 

£1:2 










v<v 

'5 s * 

■ 

7 C ’- 1 

V - 4 

•.r* 

- .;.4tV 

,■ * 

^V; 

ivl 


: 

■ • 1 - A 

1 **■” » 


s 

; : ■■% 


•d v v 

•: a? 


AumBmmg 

A very funny movie 
about getting serious. 


SALM1AH. TEL. 5724372# SALHIYA COMPLEX. TEL 2432809 
SAFEWAY FABWAWIYA. TEL 4341 166 #F1NTAS TOWERS. TEL 3710218 


P 


REQUIRED 

TWo Technicians 


a 


Minimum 3 years’ experience for repair of 
various household appliances. 

— Must have Kuwaiti driving licence and 
transferable residence permit. 

ID) Tel: 2439217/8 r\ 



fne$$iloh Beach Hotel 

THE CLUE 


R.L.S.S. 
LIFE SAVING 


COURSES CONSIST OF 
14 SESSIONS OPEN TO ALL 
REASONABLE SWIMMERS 



RESUMING 
17 MARCH 1990 

TEL; 5624111 EXT. 751 


m r 

ffie$$ilah Seach Hotel o 



MANAGED BT' euwait hotels 




A new flat in Maidan 
Hawalli, 2 bedrooms, 
with sitting room, 
central A/C 

Rent KD 200 
Contact Tel: 2423944 


accommodation 

For Rent 

JABRIYA, deluxe annexe consis- 
ting. of 2 bedroo^ 
cton and 1 
FteotKD170 Tete. 

jABRJYA villa. Tele- 2407640/1. 


Available 


SALMIYA. Plot 1 1 . Building 6. Flat 
\Z Mousa AJ Abed Al Razak 
street Accommodation for a 
family or 2 bachelors. Tele. 
Sebastian. 5610362. 4^.30 pm. 

CATS-Sl 975-3) 

SALMIYA. Baghdad Street. 

Accommodation with tele, 
facilities for Indian bachelors to 
share with a Goan family. Tele. 

57,2580 CAT4-5, 967-3, 

SALMIYA, near the Indian and 
Pakistani schools. One room in a 
2 -bedroom flat for working girls 
or a couple, to share with a sma I 
family. Rent KD60. Tele. Ammad. 

56343901 CAT4-5 1954-3) 

QADiSlYA, Block 8 . Street 86 . 
House 5. 3 rooms for families. 
(AT5-51977-® T e le,N*je^.2531378.ater^pm. 

KUWAIT City, Sharp. beh.nd tfw 
Rrdous Cinema, Villa No 141 
One room for a small family or 

woddng aids. Tele. 2404285. 
wonungy (AT5-51 969-3) 


(AT2-51925© 

took 11. Streets Buil- 

ear the American and 
chool. Ha* with 3 

2 bathrooms, saloon 

i. central AC and TV. 

^" ater 

> the owner, 9038989. 


A/ANIYA. near the co- 

ative. One room »n a ^ 


v - 
•^>- 


r i' • 


i 



(AT3-51 945-3) 

3AF.oneroominagra^ 
fat, with bathroom. Wtehe* 

tele- 


FOR SALE 


Misc ellaneous 

DOUBLE-BED, wardrobe, TV\ 
^ CAT5-51 974-2) 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
[buildings, offices ii 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592. 
2406593 


REQUIRED 

Auto-electricfan 

Must be experienced 
and hold transferable 
residence. 

Tel: 431 1734 from 
3.30-6.00 pm 
Hamid. 


ALGHANIM 


4811824 



Ext 

2905 

2906 


CALL TAXI 


Shop 

for sale 

In the best 
location at 
Darwaza Abdul | 
Razzak, Murgab. 

Contact Mr. P.CJC. 

Tel. 2407597 


Required 

Male secretary 
conversant in English 
with good typing 
skills. The use of 
word processing is 
essential. 

Send C.V. ft paricalafsto 
P.O.Box 25410 Safat 
13115 


ADVERTISE 
IN THE 
ARAB TIMES 
FOR 
BETTER 
RESULTS 


M4UK1* 


FL4-C E 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Td: 2401908 - 2407677 
24514S9- 2451478 
FAX 2403260 

The All Real Estate 


GENERAL 

SERVICE 

For all your shifting with 
transportation, painting, wall 
papering carpet & villa cleaning. 
We are al your service, with 
skilled workers. We are also 
buying and selling furniture. 

Contact: Mr Stanley 

Tat 4748877 

AIMawasUnTttg. 


Step into the future 


[EARN ABOUT COMPUTERS 


lilll Hi — - 7 —- 

Mbtl 

D0S( 

ft I 

fen bums ai 


• WMIAII 

feBBiAAMnnwwCTCAtiwnc 
» MmoMmm T bv xxnn w iu oi ,n 
<m UMU TMMCBIOHn YOUIMMABUn 
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CompuBase’ 




I4OT6W, MIHlt* COmiX 


Al-Saqiya 
for rent 

Villas, half villas, and 
flats with swimming 
pool or without Jn all 
areas of Kuwait. 

2621390/2621391 

Mohammed 

Shfhada 


WANTED 

Experienced 

-electrical 

contractors 

Experienced electrical sub- 
contractors ugentty required 
tor fuH and part-time work 
immedato start. Please 
contact: 

4835708 or 4835709 
office hours only 


Big 

quantities 
of clothes 

far sals at low prices. 

For information please 
contact Mr Raymond 
from 830 am to 1 230 pm 
and 4.30 pm to &30 pm. 

Tel: 2434215 / 2413718 - 

- VI 


WANTED 

1. Manager— With 5 
years' Kuwait experience In 
imports and local sales. 

2. Sales Representative — 

With 5 years' experience in 
local sales of foodstuff and 
novelty items. 

Write to P.O.Box 11 90, 
Safat 13012 Hawaii. 




PHILIPS 40 cacm. fridge. Aiwa 
CX88 stored and CD player and 
various poster frames. Owner 
leaving Kuwait Tele. Mr Gordon, 
4844228 off.. 7.30 am - 1 2.30 pm. 4 
- 7 pm: tele. 5326123. home. 

(AT3-S1 947-3) 
YAMAHA outboard boat engine, 
25HP, in very good condition. 
KD200 ono: Kawai R100 drum 
computer, fully programmable. 
KD200 ono- Tele. Niranjan. 
9035062, 9035063. 3719473. 

CAT3-5 1944-3) 
AN electronics workshop — 
refrigeration and air-conditioning 
with electrical items, for 
immediatesale inSalmiya, next to 
Indian School (Senior). Tele. 
5636215.5642344. 

. (AT3-YSF-TM-3) 
ONE large money plant and 
another big indoor plant and a 
two-bumer gas cooker for sate. 
Please contact 4813566 ext 245 
after 2.30 pm. 

CAT4-SAM-HU-3) 

Cars 

[vLASSERATI Ouatro Porte. 1982. 
AC, automatic, light blue. 62,000 
kms. in excellent condition. 
KD3950. Cash. Tele. Adil, 
5511606 anytime. 

(AT5-51972-3) 


REQUIRED 

A note secretary 

With minimum 5 years' 
eaperience with an excellent 
command of English and 
ccpaWttty of handling seif- 

correspondence plus all 
office routine works. 
Knowledge of personal 
computer is an advantage. 
For an Inter vi ew , 
oUase teles ■ 
2420555/2423555. 


MITSUBISHI Colt 1988. 37000 
kms with remote control KD1 .254 
for the company and KD450 for 
the owner. Tele. Mr Ibrahim. 
2643897, after 8 pm. 

(AT5-51 978-2) 

NISSAN Stanza 13 GL 1984, 
beige, four doors. 52.000 kms, 
automatic, power steering. AC. 
stereosystem. Driven by a lady, in 
immaculate condition. KD850. 
Tele. 4884485. 

(AT4-51 962-3) 

TOYOTA Cressida GL '83 model, 
automatic, A/C, sky blue, sunroof 
and stereo system in very good 
condition. KD1.250. Cash 
negotiable.- Tele. Shahab. 
3712870 after 2 pm. 

(AT4-51966-3) 


DlOORTODOOR 


JAT1D 

|3 IGA Y A 

PHILIPPINES 
» 483-9009 
483-9889 
* FAST-RELIABLE * 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


MABUHAY 

PHiyPiPilWgS 

Door-to-Door Service 
by Sea and Air 


Contact Baby 

Canada Dry 4847937, 

Street, Trta; 4317708, 

^ ShnwaOdl 4S376S0> 4 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014,2400015 


Faiwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


Ai-Naaeeb & Khattar 

Afibli i NA 

MABILISPAH 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

484 6009 -r 


FORM ARABIA 

DON’T BUY IT BENT ITU 


We can offer attractive rental packages 
on our furniture. 

Call Pene or Pamela and ask for details 

Tel: 4806009/4808010 
Fax: 4808815 
Showroom: 8 • 12, 5 - 8 
Souk 226, Area 4, Andaltre 


£2 


TT-J 


LT.U/L ; 


^ A 

a. ‘ — > . ui 


Al-Naaeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I. 


Airfreight your personal effects 
...ECONOMICALLY 

484-6009 -t' 


The All Real Estate 

Apartment and Floor 

2401908 2451476 

2407677 2451489 

JABRIYA 


4 BED 4 BATH 
New 4 bed 3 bath 

3 bed 2 bath 
SALWA 

New 5 bed 4 bath 
New 4 bed 4 bath 
New 3 bed 2 bath 

MISHRIF 

1 floor 3 bed 3 bath 

2 floor 5 bed 3 bath 

BAYAN 

4 bed 3 bath with carpet 
and curtain* tel 

SURRA 

1 floor 4 bed 4 bath, carpet 
and curtains 

Fax 2403260 


K.D.450 

K.D.400 

K.D.350 

K.D.400 

K.D.350 

K.D.450 

K.D.400 

K.D.450 


K.D.500 



Customer Services Tel. 

4745533 


K.D.450 

Office time 8am-9pm 


Lost 
again! 


I should 
ave called 
Alghanim... 

No one does it better. 
The biggest LATA 
Freight agent in Euwait. 


^Igha nim 

w 

Sea-Freiglit ■ A k^C 
Packing 

Fahaheel 3923496/8 - Sluiq 2460972/3 
Mnrgob 24 1 2S9S/24 1669 1 



Computer Systems with Hard Dis k ■ ■■ » 
EGA^VGA Monitor and Printer + 

Own any one of the above model 132 C0UJMN 


as low as about KD(^60) only 


| monthly instalments 

■•wazzanI 


4816232. 4833692, 4839749, 4839753 
FAX 4833693 TELEX 23151 — SAHNI 
CANADA DRY STREET SHUWAIKH 



Kuwait, Fahd Al Salem Street, Kuwait Bldg. Mezzanine 
Tel: 241 4820-2431 469*2433626-251 561 0 

Polyglot Institute- Kuwait 

is pleased to announce the following new courses: 

FirSfc * English (All levels from beginners till TOEFL) 


Foreign Languages :SSSl rtm ^ mn 


Seconds Includes the following: 

^ ~ s ^ * Introduction to Computer Science — Operation system 

Computer ocience * Date Entry (Arablc-Engllsh) — Lotus 321 

— * Word Processing (Arabio-Engllsh) — dBase III Plus 

* Programming In BASIC — Fortran 

* Pascal — C 

* AUTOCAD: Symphony 

Thirds Typing Includes typing AraWc-English (Normal-Electrical-Ele^onlc). 
mmmmmw—memmmmmmm Working hours from 8.00 am to 1 2.00 noon and from 4.00 to 8.00 pm. 


WANTED 


WANTED Toyota of any make, 
model 1985 and onwards. Tele. 
5611501.5-9 pm. 
(AT3-51 932-33 

SITUATIONS 


Vacant 


HOUSEMAID required, Sri Lan- 
kan, fora small Indian fanuly with a 
one-year-old child, to live-in. Must 
speak English, residence can be 
arranged. Tete. 4768354. 

CAT4-51 952-3) 

MAID required. Indian, for a small 
family with two children full-time 
at Jabriya. Must have experience 
with babies. Tele. 5320139. 9am- 
8pm. 

(AT5-51 976-2) 


MAID required for a family. Tele. 
5728313,5717263. 

CAT2-51 894-6) 

MAID required. Indian, to work for 
a family, from 6.30 am to 5 pm, in 
Old Kheiten. Must speak English 
and have valid residence. Tete. 
2419765.8am tol pm. 47635234 

to8pm (AT4-51 960-2) 

Wanted 

MAID. Sri Lankan, with 10 years 
teaching and housework 
experience, fluent in English with 

transferable visa, looking for a job 

with any family. Tete. 571 7581. 

CAT5-51 980-2) 

SRI LANKAN and Filipino maids 
looking for job. Tele. 5717263. 

572831 ^ (AT6-51 894-6) 


INDIAN experienced driver and 
maid are available to work for a 
Kuwaiti family. Need visa. Tele. 
Bernard. 5715372, 4-8 pm. 

(AT4-51 955-3) 

INDIAN, qualified secretary with 
12 years C7 years in Bahrain) 
experience with knowledge of 
import/export procedures, L/C. 
self-correspondence, telex, typ- 
ing and word processor, looking 
for a suitable job. Tele. Thomas. 
371475Z 

(AT3-51 940-3) 

SERVICES 

Babysitting 

REQUIRED baby-sitter for a 
family, to live-in. Tete. 5323688. 
Sam- 1 pm. 

(AT4-51 964-3) 


Transport 


REQUIRED from Rumaithiya 
fopp. Hadi Clinic) to Salhiya Com- 
plex and back during Ramadan. 
Sunday thru Thursday. 8.30 am 
and 3 pm. Tele. Sudhama, 
2447412/18. 7-9am. 

CAT4-51 965-3) 
REQUIRED from Fintas to Salwa, 
Carmel School, at 7.15 am and 
back at 12.30 pm. Tete. Marks 

3625395/8 or 3625402/7. 7 am - 

12noonand1 -4pm 

CAT3-51 929-3) 


PETS 


FEMALE Persian cat 8 
young, grey colour, 
beautiful, healthy and ac 
looking out for a change. F 
to a good home. Tele. 574' 
(AT4-5 
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Bastaki collects the Good Year Cup. 


James receives a replica of the trophy. 


BKME clinch Good Year Cup 


Saleem takes Man of the Match award 


BKME defeated Capri Cricket 
Club to lift the Good YearCnpat 
Riqqa Cricket Ground on 
Friday, in an ail Kuwait Open 
Cricket Tournament, organised 
by YMCA and sponsored by 
Abdul Hadi Al - Mailem. 


ft was a hard-fought final 
which could have gone either 
way till the last over of t he match . 
In the end it was the sheer grit and 
determination of the BKME bat- 
smen in general and Saleem in 
particular which earned Lhe ban- 


kers this prestigious trophy. 
' shfa 


Saleem and Ashfaq opened the 
innings forBKM E.chasinga tar- 
get of 244 runs to win. Saleem 
was at the crease till BKME had 
reached within 25 runs of victory, 
and was only 9 runs short of a 
century when he was run out. 


which saw Sethi drop Naveed 
twice. Naveed made 47 with 3 
fours and a six. Irfan scored 54 
with 6 hits to the fence before he 
was brilliantly stumped by Ash- 
faq off Saleem. 

Surfaraz showed some real 
fire-works as he hit the BKME 
bowlers at will and remained 
unbeaten after a whirl-wind 
knock of 49 with 4 sixes and a 
four. Naresh scored 23 quick 
runs with 3 fours as Capri piled 
up 142 runs in their last 14 overs 
which saw the score reach 243 
runs for 8 in 40 overs. 

James was the most successful 


bowler, claiming 3 wickets for 34 
in 7 overs. Saleem took 2 wickets 
for 30in 8 overs, Ronnie Sr and Jr 
and Tareeq all bad a scalp each. 

BKME were given a shock 
when their star batsman Ashfaq 
was snapped up in the slips by 
Adnan for 8 when the score was 
21 in the 4th over. 

Ayoub and Saleem took the 
score to 58 when Ayoub (20) was 
out to a brilliant catch at mid-off 
by Naresh offfrfan. Sandeep was 
bowled two deliveries later by 
irfan. Bastaki followed soon, 
being bowled by spinner Naresh 
for 6, as BKME struggled at 65 


for four in 10 overs. 

Sethi and Saleem produced a 


partnership of 7 1 runs for the 5th 
wicket and 


kept BKME within 

an asking rate of 6 runs per oyer. 
Sethi was out to a good running 
catch by Adnan olTSarfaraz for a 
well-made 25. James ran a few 
cheeky singles and twos before he 
too was out soon Ibw to Naresh. 

BKME were 153 for 6 and 
looking in deep trouble when 
Ronnie Sr joined Saleem and put 
on a 66-runs partnership for the 
7th wicket which actually 
brought BKME in sight of vic- 
tory. The quest for cheeky sin- 


Capri opted to make use of the 
pitch first after winning the toss 
but the going was tough against 
the attack of Ronny Jr and 
Saleem as they bowled an 
accurate line and length. At the 
half-way point of the40-overs-a- 
side match. Capri were tottering 
at 8 1 for 5 in which they lost their 
top order batsmen Adnan 14, 
Raju (0. Iqbal 8. Bittu 22 and 
Tauseef 2. Six overs later Capri 
had reached only 101 runs but 
Naveed and Irfan changed the 
complexion of the game. Both 
looking nervous and shaky in the 
beginning, opened up as they put 
on 71 runs for the 6th wicket 



The victorious BKME squad. 


gles. however, brought an abrupt 
end to the marvellous innings of 
Saleem, run out for 91 with9hits 
to fence. Ronnie Sr too was soon 
out caught by Nasser of Bittu for 
31 good runs. 

The situation was tense with 
BKME having their top 8 bats- 
men back in the pavillion in 36 
overs and still nettling 25 runs in 
four overs. Tareeq (10) and 
Mohan (6) slowly inched their 
way past the victory target. 
BKME were home on the first 
ball of the last over when Mohan 
hit the winning run. BKME rea- 
ched 244 for 8 with only 5 
deliveries to spare Naresh and 
Irfan claimed two wickets each 
while Nasser, Sarfaraz and Bittu 
claimed one each. 

The tournament was brought 
to a close with welcoming 
address by Joe D'sa who thanked 
all the participating teams, 
umpires and officials who made 
it a success and also the chief 
guest. Kuldip Singh Lamba who 
gave away the rolling “Good 
Year" Trophy to BKME Cap- 
tain Mahmoud Bastaki and 
replica to vice-captain James. 
Saleem received the Man of the 
Match award. Raju Patel was 
adjudged the Best Batsmen of 
theTournament. Prizes and 
mementos were given to the cap- 
tains of all participating teams, 
umpires and a special memento 
was given by YMCA president to 
the chief guest 


Trico decides to sponsor KPBL 


THE Kuwait Pinoy Basketball League 

ship 


(KPBL) currently having its champions! 
round of its 1st Conference Tournament at 
the Kalian Gym got a power boost from 
Trico International Door To Door as the 
latter agreed to sponsor the ongoing basket- 
ball competitions. 

This was confirmed yesterday by the 
KPBL, Secretarial and Trico Inl'I Director 
and general manager. Don Jayantha Kan- 
nangara. In an interview with the Arab 
Times, the Trico GM said: “It is our 
pleasure to sponsor the ongoing KPBL 
basketball games, and our decision to do so 
reaffirms our committment to the Filipino 
Community in Kuwait, the KPBL, and its 
leaders who have shown their 100 per cent 
dedication & worthiness to conduct such an 
endeavour.” He further added that he hopes 
such an organization as the KPBL would get 
full support as far as the Filipino community 
is concerned so lhaiitcould continue with its 
existence and most worthy undertakings. 


As the major sponsor of the ongoing 
KPBL 1st- Conference Tournament, the 
cargo company specialising in Sea Freight- 
ing to Manila and other areas in the Philip- 
pine archinlago, shall be donating the major 
trophies and medals that are to be awarded 
I after the last game on the April 6, 1 990 


n. 


schedules. As an added bonus and service to 
th KPBL. starting this Friday, until the last 
playing day of the 1st Conference, Trico 
International Door To Door/Kuwait shall 
be providing 2 yellow buses to transport 
KPBL fanses from Kuwait to Keifan and 
back. Bus transports will be available from 
8.30 am and every hour thereafter till 6:30 
p.m. All individuals who may wish to avail 
of this free service are adviced to proceed to 
the Trico International Office located at the 
ground floor of The Souk AJ Watiya 
(Adidas), Kuwait City. 


“KPBL Schedules” for Friday, March 23. 
9.00 am Nissan Al-Babtain vs. KAI (Best 


of Three for 9th & 1 0th); 10.30 am KRP vs. 
KDD (Consolation Round); 12.00 pm Al 
Ghanim vs. overland (Consolation Round); 
1 .30 pm Trico vs K.P.B..C.: 3.00 pm EEI 
vs. KHC-Bayan; 5.00 pm KPBL - Pizza 
Italia “AU Star game." 

In a related development, the KPB 
Secretariat apologized for an error made in 
last Sunday's report where KRP was desig- 
nated to play KAI in a best of 3 games for the 
9th & 10th Places respectively. KRP by 
virtue of its win over Nissan Al-Babtain (85- 
84) qualifies for the Consolation Round 
while Nissan Al Babtain plays KAI in the 3 
game series to decide who is 9th and 10th 
respectively. 

“KPBL- Pizza Italia-All Star game” 

The KPBL-Pizza Italia All Star game is all 
set and ready to go this Friday at 5:00 pm. 
This event is solely sponsored by Arab Food 
Services Co/ Pizza Italia under the auspices 
ofChawki E. Barakat, the general manager 
and Bassam, assistant general manager. 


Wings triumph 


WINGS Cricket Club defeated 
Cricket Club by seven wickets at the 
Abbasiya grounds on Friday. 

Hyderabad batted first and scored 
103 runs for six wickets in 20 overs. 
Samce was the top scorer with 44 . 

Wings requiring just over Eye runs 
per over for victory lost their first 
three wickets for only 52 runs but 
then a match winning partnership 
between Zahcer and Bonnv who 


took their side to victory. Zaheer 
made a fine 50 not out with 2 sixes 


and four fours while Bonny scored 18 
not out. 



Zaheer 50 not out 


Kifco rout 
Starlite for 


Al Mulla 


cricket title 


KJFCO thrashed Starlite by eight 
wickets to wrest the prestigious Mit- 
subishi Al Mulla Cup organised by 
the Unity Cricketers in a one-sided 
affair on Friday at the KOC ground 
in AhmadL 

Iqbal Rizvi. the Staitite captain 
won the toss and promptly elected to 
bat, coming on himself with Moham- 


med Iqbal to face the new halt att ack 
of Shahid 


Butt and Rashid AnsarL 
Both openers were completely at ease 
as they put on a good partnership 
worth 46 in 6 overs, with Iqbal Jr_, the 
more adventurous partner. 

At 49. Shahid produced a beautiful 
yorker to dismiss Iqbal Jr., for 13. 
Badar joined forces with Iqbal and 
runs began to flow more easily, 
however. Badar was lucky to survive 
an appeal for a catch behind off 
Amin at 58. Iqbal as usual was severe 
on anything short or over pitched 



Ivan Pacheco being introduced to Arshad Shams, Man of the Match 


axes and the score mounted by leaps 
and bounds. 

Maqsood. at the other end, sma- 
shed 19 off an Rashid Arnari over 
and these two were in total command 
of the situation adding 57 runs 


together. Ai234Aejaz(47) was fooli- 
shly runout going for the second run 


iry to pull. book likewise. These two 
took Starlite to a respectable 139 in 
25 overs when Badar was finally run- 
out for 40 useful runs. 

Eariicr Badar 's innings would 
have ended had Aq eel's brilliant 
pick-up and throw struck die wickets 
at the non-striker’ send. Maqsood Sr. 
walked in at this stage and after 
initially taking a good look at the 
bowling settled down to play some 
breath-taking strokes. 


bringing in Sohail to join in Maq- 
sood. with 5 overs to go, Maqsood 


went for the bowling to eventually 


At 140. Iqbal was deceived by 
Rafiq’s googly, hung out bis bat to 


offer Arshad Shams, behind the 
stumps, the simplest of catches. It 


was the fall of Iqbal’s wicket that 
perhaps prompted Maqsood to go 


for the bowimg. In a murderous 
mood, time and again he drove, 
pulled, cut and hooked fiercely and 
stroked the ball with elan and 
aplomb. Qayyum (II) and 2a (9) 


register a gallant unbeaten 71 with 
fours and 3 hits clearing the boards. 
Sohail without opening his account 
was content to play second fiddle as 
Starlite went on to score a solid 280 
ford to 45 overs. 

For Kifco the bowling honours 
were shared by Amin 2 for 39 off 9 
overs. Shahid Butt 1 for 39 in 7 overs, 
and Rafiq Butt getting some stick 1 
for 53 off 9 overs. 

Needing281 for victory Kifco sent 
in A/shad Shams and Shahid Pervaiz 
in the absence of Nasir. The 
experience of both players wason full 
display as they paid scant respect to 


mid wicket- Those present were ail. 
praise for his fifth successive century 
this scasoii- 

Shahid (54 n.o) with an attack of 
fr ump s had to retire midway through 
the innings, but not before he and 
Arshad had given Kifco a match win- 
ning foundation. Pervez Aslam after 
some anxious moments against 
Maqsood Jr., pushing and prodding 
got 46 runs with 3 fours and 1 sot to 
take Kifco to 247 when he was dis- 
missed by the Patel-Maqpood com- 
bination. 

Rashid (32 n. 0 .) and Amin (23 
a.o.) ensured no further loss as Kifco 
triumphed splendidly winning by. 8 
wickets. Both teams after the i 
were introduced to Ivan 


Director (DGM) Al Mulla Group 
eh with 


aH*Starlite bowlers. With perfect 
twori. both 


were accounted by Amin to reduce 
rSh 


Starlite to 177 for 5 in 32 overs. Aejaz 
played an immensely valuable 
innings after his oridpitch conversa- 
tion with Maqsood, hitting cleanly 
he struck Rafiq Butt for 2 towering 


technique, excellent fool _ _ 

were outstanding in this opening 
stand worth 212 in 31 overs. 

Such is the stamina of Arshad, that 
after keeping wickets for 45 overs be 
played a glorious entertaining 
mnings of 118 (including 8 s i zzl i ng 
boundaries and 6 soaring sixes) 


before substitute Y ogesh Patel took a 
off Mi 


weB-judged catch olfMaqsood Jr. at 


who had watched the match 
Jacob Mathew, Advertising Man- 
ager also of Al Malla. 

The chief guest congratulated 
Kifco on their splendid performance 
winning the Mitsubishi Al Mulla 
Cop for the third su cces si ve season 
and reitemed the sponsors support 
for che promotion of cricket in 
AhmadL He then presented die cap 
ro Manzoor Khan skipper of Kifco. 
The Man of the Match award was 
presented to. Arshad Shams for hfe 
classic knock of IlSruns. Prizes were 
also distributed to players of both 
twuws, umpires, scorers arid mem- 
bers of the Unity organising commit- 
tee. 



Kifco players with the chief guest and other officiate 


Young Brothers reach Champions Trophy final 


YOUNG BROTHERS C.C. defeated Kokan 
Cricket Chib by one wicket in the Shuwaikh Cham- 
pions Trophy cricket tournament at the Shuwaikh 
ground on Friday. 


Kokan, winning the toss, elected to bat first. With 
only 4 runs on the board, Iqbal was bowled byOmer. 


Zakariya and Majecd took the score to 25 when 
Majeed was caught off Qotbudin. Javed Kaloo and 
Zakaria put on another 25 runs when Zakaria. 
having scored 25 runs, was bowled by Amjad. 

Ibrahim joined Javed and took the score to 84. In 
the 1 5th over Ibrahim was out after contributing 16 


Needing around 5 runs per over, YBCC opened 
with Mirza and Jamil. When the score readied 27 
Jamil was out lbw to Aslam. Amjad joined Mirza 
and they both took the score to 64 before Mirza fell 
fora well-made 36. Omer and Amjad took the score 
to 81. At this stage, three wickets fell without a single 
run being added to the total and YBCC were in 
trouble at81 for 5 off 18 overs. Omerhit& well-made 
29 and Amjad scored 26 runs. When the score 
reached 110, YBCC had lost 9 wickets. The last pair 


runs. A quick slump in the batting older saw Kokan 
C.C. collapse to 122 runs in the 24th over. Javed 


of Suja and Ismail took firm and saw YBCC safely 
tit the winning ran and remained 


scored 28 and Bader 15. For YBCC, Amjad and 
Jamil bagged 4 wickets apiece while Omer and 
Qutbudin got a scalp each- 


through. Ismail hit 
unbeaten on 5. For Kokan, Aslam bagged 4 wickets 
and Javed one. Three players were run out. Earlier 
YBCC had defeated Lions Cricket Club in the first 
match of this tournament. YBCC now meet Social 
Cricket Club in the final on Friday, April 23. 



THE Trico lnt’1 Door To Door 
basketball team is composed of: 
Norman Metres, Freddie Quines, 
Steve Atienza, Adolf CaJaycay, 
Ruben Saldua, Eduardo Vargas. 
Alfred Babierra, Mat Reyes, 
Nanny Castor, Ariel de Jesus. 
Vicente San Buenaventura. 
Calet Magallanes. Pio 
Macapugas, Tony Valdres, Jojo 
Samson, coach — Rudy 
Catubao, manager — Don 
Jayantha Kannangara. Board of 
Governors representative — 
Rudy Catubao and muses — 
Ms.. Juliet Costudio and Ms 
Daisy Gutierrez. 

Norman Menes — Norman is 
5' 11“ tall, 27 years of age, and 
weighs 185 lbs. He is a Taurus 
who hails from Manila. He has 
been in Kuwait for the past 6 — 
1/2 years and is currently work- 
ing at The Sultan Center Res- 
tauram/sea — side as a res- 
taurant supervisor. He has 
actively participated in the 
Filipino community's basketball 
tournaments in the recent years 
and was a member of the Mag- 
nolia team '89, Mabuhay Res- 
taurant team '88, Meridien Hotel 
team '87 and '86 to name a few. 
This BSBA major in marketing 
graduate also loves swimming 
and bowling among others. 

Freddie Quines — Freddie 
who plays forward, is the team 
captain of this Trico 5. This 
Capricorn is 30 years old, stands 
5’T’, weighs 150 lbs, and also 
hails from Manila. He has been 
in Kuwait for almost 8 years and 
is currently working for Soft 
Rock Cafe, Kuwait. Basketball 
is his primary hobby, but he also 


likes swimming a lot. He hopes 
that “KPBL'' will continue with 
what it has started and accompli- 
shed. 

Steve Atienza — Steve is a 
Libra, 30 years old and hails 
from San Antonio. Quezon 
Province. This streak — shoot- 
ing forward is 5 ’8” tall and 
weighs 120 lbs. He is still a 
bachelor and has been in Kuwait 
for nearly 2 years. He is a cook at 
the Shrimpy Restaurant, and he 
says that “basketball” is his best 
interest of all leisure activities. 

Adolf Caiaycay — Cay as he is 
fondly called is 36 years old, 
stands 5’ 10” tall, weighs 1 75 lbs, 
and plays the point — guard for 
the Trico 5. An operator for the 
N.I.C. Kuwait. Cay js one of the 
dominant figures in Filipino 
basketball here in the State of 
Kuwait. During his past S years 
in Kuwait, he played with several 
champion teams which include 
Al Dawlish '86, K.P.B.C. '87 and 
Magnolia ’90. Next to basket- 
ball. he is fond of singing, danc- 
ing and swimming. 

Ruben Saldua — Ruben is a 
Gemini. 27 years old. stands 
5' 1 1 ". weighs 68 kgs. and plays 
the guard — forward slots. He 
has been in Kuwait for almost 6 
years, and is currently a store 
m ana ger for the Al Qaterah Co. 
This Manileno was a member of 
last year’s Pampanga Selection 
and Pizza 1 talia — Green All Star 



The Trico basketball squad 


team. 

Eduardo Vargas — Ed is a 
Kasco employee who plays the 
center — forward positions for 
the Trico 5. He is 29 years old, 
6'0” tall, and weighs 75 kgs. This 


Virgo bachelor hails from Sia. 
Ana, Manila, and has been in 
Kuwait for the past 3 years. He 
was a member oflast year's Mag- 
nolia team that won the con- 
troversy — filled KPK Games. 
The 1989 MVP — Most Valua- 
ble Player Awardee hopes to 
anchor his present team to a pos- 
sible repeat in this year’s KPBL 
1st Conference Games. 

Alfredo Babierra — Babbe as 
he is called by his friends is 28 
yeans old. stands 5'8” tall, weighs 
76 kgs. and hails from Lucban, 
Quezon. This Scorpio bachelor 
plays The guard — forward slots 
and has been in Kuwait for the 
past 4 1/2 years. He is currently 


with the Sultan Center Res- 
taurant and he loves to read 
pocket books and swim at the 

beaches in his spare tunes. He has 
also actively participated the 
Filipino community's basketball 
activities teaming up with Menes 
and Reyes in last years Magnolia 
team, 1988 Mabuhay team. 1987 
Meridien team. 

Ronillo Reyes — Mat is a 30 
year old Taurus who plays the 
forward position for the Trico 5. 
He stands 5' 11”. weighs 70 kgs, 
and hails from Bataan. He has 
been in Kuwait for almost 6 
years, and is currently employed 
by The Sultan Center Restaurant 
as a waiter. His basketball 


experiences include among oth- 
ers a stint with the Mapua Red 
Robins — Juniors, Meridien 
Hotel, Mabuhay Restaurant and 
Magnolia '89 champion team. 
Next to basketball, he fancies 
fishing and swimming. 


Trico 


Nanny Castor — Nanny is 5* 
11”, weighs 150 lbs., and plays 
the centre slot for this Trico 5. 
This Sagittarius is a seaman at 
Failaka and has been in Kuwait 
for almost 4 years. He was a 
member of the Kuwait Trans- 
port Co. and Soft Rock Cafe 


basketball sounds prior to his 
stint with Trico. This college 
graduate loves swimming, bow- 
ing, chess and dama. 

Ariel de Jesus — This Aries 
bachelor is 31 years old, stands 
5' 8“ weighs 130 lbs., and plays 
the guard position for his team. 
This first — timer is a service staff 
for UFK. and fists his bobbies as 
reading books and magazines, 
swimming and cycling. 

Vicente San Buenaventura — 
Enteng as he is preferably called 
plays the centre — guard pos- 
tions. This 34 year — old Scorpio 
is a chief cook for the Good Hand 
Restaurant, Kuwait. His basket- 
ball experiences and honours 
include last year's Pizza Italia 3 
point champion. Member *89 
Mythical Five, Member '89 
Magnolia champion team, ’86 AJ 
Dawiiah champion team. He has 
been in Kuwait for almost 7 
years, and lists his hobbies as 
horse racing, singing, judo — 
karate, bowling and table tennis. 

Calet Magallanes — Playing 
the guard position, Calet stands 
5‘ 7“ tall, weighs 1401bs,andis 32 
years old. This Virgo back — 
court man is a Manileno and has 
been in Kuwait for almost 7 
years. He is a driver for the 
Woodgroup Engineering, and 
his past basketball experiences 
include stints with the Cosmos 
basketball team (FICFAA) and 
SMC (B — Meg Plant). In 
Kuwait, he played with the AJ 
Bahar team '87 and Woodgroup 
Team with Celso Tuedles *88 
and’89. 


Pio Macapugas — This 26 
year old bachelor is a security 


staff for the Sultan Center Res- 
taurant. He stands S' 9”, weighs 
148 lbs, and hails from Eastern 
Samar. This criminology 

S ite is a rookie in Kuwait 
o basketball and fancies 
ball, body building and 
judo — karate among others . 

Tony Valdres — Tony is 32 
years old, stands 5. 10”. weighs 
168 lbs, and plays the guard posi- 
tion for this Trico 5. A Scorpio, 
he has been inKuwait for almost 
9 years, and is currently a kitchen 
manager for The Sultan Center 
Restaurant. He is also a member 
of last year’s Magnolia cham- 
pion team, and loves darts, swim- 
ming and table tennis among 
others. 

Jojo Samson — Jojo is a new 
face in Kuwait working for the 
Fashionway as a merchandisers. 
This 27-year-old Aquarius 
bachelor stands 5* II”, weighs 
162 lbs, and plays the guard — 
forward positions. He hails from 
pasig, Metro Manila, and likes 
painting and photography in his 
leisure tunes. 

Rudy Catubao — Coach 
“Baby” Catubao is a 29 — year 
— old Capricorn from Gumaca 
Qurzon. Bom on December 25, 
Rudy stands 5" T' and weighs 1 40 
lbs. He has been in Kuwait for 
over a decade, and is currently 
with Soft Rock Cafe Restaurant 
as a Chief Cook. In between his 
work and coaching chores, Rudy 
is the Trico representative to the 
KPBL Board Of Governors 
which plans the association's 
activities. He is also fond of 
volleyball, swimming and 
karate. 


Don Jayantha Kannangara. — 
Team manager Don is a 33-year- 
old Libra from Sri Lanka. He is 
the director-general manager of 
Trico Int'l Door To Door — 


Kuwait, a cargo company 
ifn ‘ ’ * 


specialising hi sea Freight services 
to Manila, and other parts of the 
Philippines. He has been here in 
Kuwait for almost 4 years, and 
though he is an active friend of 
the Filipino community, it's- his 
first lime to manage a basketball 



He honestly hopes that his team 
could go ail the way to the cham- 
pionship and not dissappoint aQ 
their fans and followers. 

Muse — Juliet Costudio — 
Ms. Juliet is 26 years old, stands 
S’ 2 ”, weighs 115 lbs, and bails 
from Lipa City, Ra tan gas. This 


pretty Octoberian is a beautician ' 
For the J asmin Salon- 


- Farwan- 

iya, and has been in Kuwait for 
nearly 3 years. She waslast year’s 
muse of the Soft Rock Cafe bask- , 
etbali team. Her hobbies include^ 
volleyball, karate, sw imming . 


dancing and outing. 

Muse:- Daisy Gutieriez-M& 


Daisy is also 26 years old, stands 
5’ 3”, weighs 54 kgS, and- bails 
from Manila. An optometristfar 
the Dasman Optics Center, tins 


cing. reading romantic hovels, 
watching videos — love stories/ 
themes, and of course watching 
KPBL action. Reiatively a nen 
face here in Kuwait, Daisy finirfa 
KPBL and its activities worth her 
spare time and hopes that they 
continue to do their good work. 
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i Test victory lifts interest in Hadlee’s benefit series 


; . ■ The res no doubt that the effort of 

^Argentina, ■ 

Brazil and | 

^Netherlands 

'favour ites 5 

■ MILAN, Italy, March 20. (APV 
Italian manager Azeglio Vicini 

;nas picked Argentina, Brazil, MIU 
and the Netherlands as the (Agei 
favourite teams in the World first! 
Cup which kicks ofTin June. *eg ag 

- ^Tt’s up to other managers to I* 

rame Italy in the bunch of poten- dram; 
;tial title winners, which could Tw 
also include West Germany, m 
England and Spain,'* he said. run a 
Vicini, who has been heading 

the Italian squad since 1 986, said No 

be expects few goals in the World first 

'Cup, with defences prevailing defeai 
over offences, and added that Milan 
some underdog teams such as *hein 
Costa Rica, Colombia and the reach 

- -United States could dd unexpec- C 

tedly well if they take risks. Wron l 

The Italian manager made his ® ares 

- remarks during a news con- cham] 

ference organised by Milan's aiJ “ v 
World Cup organising commit- naao ' 

.tee yesterday. Sundr 

' ~ About the US team, which is in . ^ 

the Worid Cup Group A with ^ 

. Italy, Vicini said “it’s a good 

- .team, which relies on European- W1 ** & 

style tactics, including a sweeper 
behind defenders.” we “’ 

• ' . "There are goixi reasons for 
.not underestimating the. US mtoui 

team. The Americans arevery 
— jStrong. athletically and have been Bight, 

f concentrating on the World Cup Noi 

° fora year. 

US team along with “ e ^ 

Colombiaand Costa Rica, could ha fP> 

achieve sensational, unexpected . f* 

results in the World Cup because goals! 
.'they play .with enthusiasm and »-but 

■ have nothing to lose." mg ti 

} The World Cup clash between remau 
the . Italian ana US teams is saj “- 
scheduled at Rome's Olympic. 

. Stadium on June 14. . 

-• Virim explained. that the Latin ■■■ 

American teams — namely 
•^Arirentfsa and Brazil — are 


Richard, Danny Morrison and John 
Wnght in particular over the past few days . 
have definitely fuelled interest in the mat- ’ 
chairman of the tesiiraonial organ- 
ising com mince Gram Brown said in a 
statement. 

Hadlee, who celebrated his last Test in 
New Zealand with a five wicket bag in 


Australia's first innings, has kept the 
cricket world guessing about whether he 
will lour England with the New Zealand 
team later this year. The louring party is 
expected to be announced within a week. 

Every major cricket-playing country 
will he represented in a World Eleven to 


play a New Zealand Eleven in the one-day 
series. The matches will be played in Chris- 
tchurch or March 25, Wellington on 
March 28, Hamilton on March 31 and 
Auckland on April 1. 

The New Zealand squad will include 
former internationals Lance Cairns, Ste- 
phen Boocfc, Even Chatfield and Paul 


Mcewan. who have played first class 
cricket with Hadlee over the past two 
decades. They will be joined by 10 mem- 
bers of the current New Zealand Test 
team. 

Y oung New Zealand wicketkeepers Lee 
Germ on and Adam Parore. who have not 
represented their country, will share wick- 


etkeeping duties for the world eleven. 

Teams for the series: New Zealand 
Eleven: R. Hadlee. J. Wright. M. Crowe, J. 
Crowe, I. Smith, J. BraceweU, D. Morr- 
ison. A- Jones, M. Greatbatch. M. Sned- 
den, L. Cairns, S. Boock. E. Chatfield and 
P. McEwan. 

World Eleven: D. Randall (England). 


M. Holding, F. Stephenson. A. Kalli- 
charran (West Indies). D. Lillee. G. Mat- 
thews (Australia), S. Gavaskar. K. Dev 
(India). A. Qadir (Pakistan), A. de Silva 
tSri Lanka), L. Germon and A. Parore 
(New Zealand). Three current Australian 
Test players will be added to the squad this 
week. 


Milan seek to regain form 


Baresi & Co. meet Mechelen in 2nd leg 


MILAN, Italy, March 20, 
(Agencies): Since AC Milan's 
first European Cup quarterfinal 
leg against Mechelen of Belgium, 
the Italian holders have fallen 
dramatically apart. 

Two weeks ago, they boasted 
an unbeaten 16-match League 
run and were well ahead in the 
Italian championship race. 

Now, after a 0-0 draw in the 
first leg and two consecutive 
defeats in the domestic League. 
Milan desperately need to regain 
their winning ways if they are to 
reach the semifinals. 

“Certainly something's 
wrong,” said captain Franco 
Baresi after the World Club 
champions followed a 3-0 defeat 
at Juventus by losing 3-1 to Inler- 
nazionale in the Milan Derby on 
Sunday. 

“The offside trap isn’t work- 
ing as well as it should.” 

“Maybe Wednesday's match 
will give us the impetus we need 
to regain the edge in the league as 
well,” said Baresi. 

“Only a great Milan will get 
through — but I don't think 
we’ve turned into a bad side over- 
night.’* 

Not surprisingly, Mechelen 
scout Julien Aerts, who watched 
the derby defeat, said he was 
happy with what he saw. 

**Milan had to swallow three 
goals for the second time in a row 
... but I don’t believe stories say- 
ing they are exhausted. They 
remain a worid-dass side,” Aerts 
said. 






Baresi: (eels something is wrong 

Alessandro Costacurta, who and injury- 
scored Milan's only goal against Filippo Galli \ 
Inter, is disqualified after being All of Mil 
booked in Belgium on March 7 class players. 


and injury-prone stopper 
Filippo Galli mil lake his place. 


All of Milan's international 
class players, including Baresi, 


arguably Europe’s finest libero, 
and Dutch internationals Marco 
van Baslen and Frank Rjjkaard, 
lacked their customary edge 
against Inter. 

Italy midfielder Roberto Don- 
adoni, who recently returned to 
the side after injury, was clearly 
Milan’s sharpest player on Sun- 
day and it could be his night 
again tomorrow. 

Mechelen prepared for Milan 
on Saturday with an easy 4-0 
workout in their own derby 
against neighbours Racing 
Mechelen to go third in the Bel- 
gian First Division, three points 
behind joint leaders Anderlecht 
and Club Bruges. 

■ Marseille and top striker Jean- 
Pierre Papin confidently expect 
to move nearer their goal of 
becoming the first French side to 
win the European Cup when they 
meet CFKA Sofia tomorrow. 

The attractive side assembled 
at de luxe prices by millionaire 

£ resident Bernard Tapie already 
ave their sights on a place in the 
last four after beating the Bul- 
garians 1-0 in Sofia in the first leg 
of the quarterfinals two weeks 
ago. 

■ PSV Eindhoven of Holland 
will have to overcome tiredness 
and recent lackluster form if it is 
to dispose of Bayern Munich in 
the second leg of a European 
Champion's Cup quarterfinal. 

The Dutch side trails 2-1 after 
the first leg match in Munich a 
fortnight ago. and it will have to 
lift its standard of play after some 


average performances in recent 
domestic matches. 

■ After four defeats in a row. 
Coach Ivan GolaC Of Par tisan 
Belgrade yesterday said his club 
wit] win the second leg match 
against Dinamo Bucharest and 
qualify for the semifinals of the 
Cup Winners Cup. 

■ With a 2-0 win a gains t West 
Germany’s SV Hamburg in the 
first leg of the UEFA cup played 
in Hamburg, a peak-form Juven- 
tus is strongly favoured to 
eliminate the Germans. 

A series of good results — 
including a 3-0 win over AC 
Milan in Turin March 1 1 — has 
boosted Juventus into a position 
where itcan once again challenge 
for the League title.. It stands 
equal on 38 points with Inter- 
nazionale and Sampdoria, only 
four points behind AC Milan 
and three points behind second- 
placed Napoli. 

■ AJ Auxerre of France has 
been one of the Cinderella dubs 
of European competition this 
season, but it will need another 
storybook finish tomorrow if It is 
to beat Fiorentina of Italy in the 
second leg of their UEFA Cup 
quarterfinal tie. 

■ Anderlecht moved to the top 
of the Belgian League Sunday 
after defeating Standard Liege 1 - 
0 and this must put the side in 
good heart for the second leg of 
its Cup Winner's Cup quarter- 
final against Admira W acker of 
Vienna. Anderlecht won the first 
leg 2-0. 



Eagles overcome KU in thriller 


pl^yerepet^raiia: 
?©OTope .‘‘and- will have no 
joroblems in getting used to the 
Italian weather and turn.” 

. He disdosed that Salvatore 
Schillad, the young striker of 
Juventus of Turin who is doing 
extremely well in his first season 
in the Major League, may be 
called for the March 31, exhibi- 
tion game against Switzerland in 
Basel. 

■ Brazilian striker Romario, 
who broke his leg playing for 
Dutch champions PSV Eind- 
hoven two weeks ago, is expected 
to return to action before the end 
of April. 

“We axe talking about possi- 
bly five or six weeks until he is 
back/' the club's assistant 
trainer Hans Dorjee said yester- 
day. 

• Romano's plaster cast was 
taken off last Friday and- he is 
training at home on a cycling 
machine. But he is still not all- 
owed to walk and must use crut- 
ches. Dotjee said. 

The Brazilian international, 
who fractured a calf bone after 
scoring twice in PSV* s 9-2 victory 
over Den Haag in a League 
match on March 4, is the Dutch 
First Division's top scorer with 
23 goals this season. 

. Brazilian soccer coach Sabes- 
. Han Lazaroni has said he plan- 
ned to include Romario in his 
World Cup squad. 

- He would not be available tor 
J Brazil’s opening match in the fin- 
als against Sweden on June 10, 
hairing being sent off in a 
-qualifier against Chile last 


■ J. ■- - 

IN Friday's K1SL action, the 
Eagles beat Kuwait University, 
14-13, m nine innings. KU then 
took All-Japan, 7-3, and Kay 
and Associates mercied UAS, 
20 - 1 . 

In the early game, the lead 
changed hands eight times, 
before the Eagles scored one run 
in the top of the ninth on Hal 
Leighton's two-unit RBI single, 
just after Ed Smith had made a 
sensational catch on James 
Alderman's tremendous drive to 
deepest right-centre. The Eagles 
outnii KU, 21-19, and ended the 
game against KU on a double- 
play. 

KU pitcher Clarence Jabs held 
the Eagles scoreless in the first, 
and the infield puDed ofT a dou- 
-ble-play. KU then had five sin- 
gles in the first to score three, as 
Jassim Yahia, DaveCheckie and 
Ed Smith led off with hits, Jassim 
Yacoub singled home one and 
Doug Clark singled in two. 

The Eagjes got singles in the 
second from Skip Stombaugh, 
James Alderman. Leighton and 


Steve Franklin to reply with two. 
They briefly took the lead, 6-3, in 
the third onleadoff singles by Jim 
Smith, Dan Proctor and Jeff 
Jugar and a two-out over-the- 
fence three-run homer from 
Alderman. KU came back in 
their half with three on Smith's 
leadoff single, a two-out error to 
Clark, Jabs' single, an error to 
Jim Thames and Mike Ander- 
son’s two-run tingle to centre. 

The Eagles took a 7-6 lead in 
the fourth on Nat Howell’s two- 
out RBI tingle. KU retook the 
lead. 9-7, in the fifth on tingles 
form Kari Anderson, Jabs and 
Thames and errors to Jacoub and 
Vic Mason. The Eagles made it 
10-9 in the sixth, scoring three on 
singles from Jim Shelslad, Fran- 
klin, Smith and Proctor and an 
error to Tom Heaphy. 

KU came back with four in 
their half, to make it 13-10, as 
Yahia, Smith and Anderson sin- 
gled and Checkie and Clark 
walked. The Eagles tied it, 13-13, 
in the top of the seventh on sin- 
gles from pitcher A1 Rodier, 


Alderman, Leighton and Shel- 
stad and an error. Rodier then 
held KU scoreless the last three 
innings. 

All-Japan c-ulhit KU. 13-9, 
but 15 fly balls helped pitcher 
Mike Anderson put down 
numerous Bazooka threats for 
KU’s 7-3 victory. The Bazookas' 
three runs all came in the second 
fora shortlived lead, as Shimada. 
Watanabe, Shiba and Oka all 
singled. 

KU took a 1-0 lead in the first 
on Smith's triple and an error, 
and regained a 5-3 lead in the 
fourth as Smith singled, Charlie 
Campbell tripled to left, Yacoub 
walked and Thames home red 
over the leftfield fence for two. 
KU’s last two came in the sixth as 
Yacoub doubled, Clark singled, 
and Thames, Anderson and 
Mason walked. Leading 
Bazooka hitters, both with a per- 
fect day, were Nishiraura (trou- 
ble, two singles, walk) and Oka 
(three singles). Both pitchers, 
Anderson and Watanabe, pit- 
ched well. 


In the day’s finale, Kay blew 
away UAS with seven-run rallies 
in the third and fourth innings 
and ended it with six more in the 
fifth. Meanwhile, Kay pitcher 
Fritz Cameron held the teachers 
to two tingles (A1 Perry and Dave 
Rojeck), and the only UAS run 
came in the third on three walks 
and an error. 

The Kay barrage started in the 
third, as with two out and the 
bases empty. Chuck Wills sin- 
gled, Cameron doubled, coach 
Lee Ehret walked, John Cox, 
Tom Donnelly and Kevin 
Stevenson singled, Reagan 
Miller was safe on an error, and 
Stanley D'Souza singled. In the 
fourth, Stanley Ehret and 
Cameron singled, Lee Ehret dou- 
bled, Cox and Donnelly tingled, 
and with two out. Miller. 
d'Souza and Eric all tingled. 

The final Kay rally was again 
started by Wills, who doubled. 
After Lee Ehret walked and Cox 
tingled, Donnelly tripled to left- 
centre, Stevenson singled. Milter 
doubled and d'Souza tingled. 


Barnes told 
to go abroad 


LONDON, March 20, (Reuter): 
England striker John Barnes has 
been advised to leave Liverpool 
and seek fame and fortune 
abroad by the man who sold him 
to the club three years ago. 

Aston Villa manager Graham 
Taylor, whose team are top of the 
English First Division two points 
ahead of Liverpool, said he 
believed Barnes had as much 
natural talent as Diego 
Maradona but needed inter- 
national experience to lei it 
(lower. 

“John needs a new challen- 
ge.. .against himself, and against 
the best in the worid on a week-to- 
week basis,” said Taylor, who 
sold Barnes to Liverpool for 
£900,000 (SI. 4 million) while 
manager or then-First Division 
Watford. 

“John has the ability to achieve 
absolutely anything, fm not sure 
he can progress much further at 
Anfield. he said. 

“My judgment is that John 
could walk the world stage, in the 
same way that Diego Maradona 
does.” 


Gooch: scored 61 


England struggle 
to avoid defeat 

POINTE-A-PIERRE, Trinidad, March 20, l Reuter): England faced 
the prospect of an embarrassing defeat by the President’s XI after losing 
three wickets in the final three overs of the third day yesterday. 

The touring team, who meet West Indies in the third cricket Test in 
Port-of-Spain on Friday, go into the final day on 135 for six — only 93 
ahead. 

Robert Bailey. Eddie Hemmings and David Capel departed in the 
space of eight balls after the second of two interruptions for rain which 
lopped 25 overs from the day's play. 

Bailey, seeking a place in the Test side at the expense of the out-of- 
form Alec Stewart, was bowled for seven by a top-spinner from Robert 
Haynes which kept low and Hemmings and Capel were Ibw in succes- 
sive deliveries to Kenneth Benjamin for one and nought respectively. 

Stewart had survived for 26 overs in making 15 in a second-wicket 
stand of 60 with skipper Graham Gooch when he was cruelly dismissed 
by a shooter from Benjamin. He has collected just 88 runs in his last 
eight completed innings. 

Gooch was the one England batsman to make the most of his final 
knock before the Test, following his first innings 66 with a resolute 61 
before giving a return catch to leg-spinner Haynes. 

England’s hopes of avoiding defeat appear to rest largely on the 
shoulders of Robin Smith who watched wickets tumble at the other end 
to finish unbeaten on 1 3. 

The President’s XI, resumingyesterday at 285 for seven, losttheir last 
three wickets for only nine runs in six overs. Pace bowler Devon 
Malcolm took two of the wickets without concedinga run to finish with 
three for 60. 

— — — Scoreboard — — 


ENGLAND first innings 252 (G. 
Gooch 66, R Bailey 52; E. Baptiste 
four for 91) 

PRESIDENTS XI first innings (over- 
night 285 for seven) 

C. Lambert b Malcolm 12 

D. Morgan run out 0 

K. Arthurton c Russell b Capel 37 

B. Lara b DeFreitas 134 

G. Logie c Russell b Hemmings 40 

J. Adams Ibw b DeFreitas 8 

L Harris run out 8 

R. Haynes c Russell b Malcolm 20 

E. Baptiste c and b Malcolm 9 

K. Benjamin c Russell b Defreitas ... 2 

B. Patterson not out 0 

Extras (b-3 lb-5 w-1 nb-15) 24 

Total 294 

Fall of wickets: 1-172-21 3-984-229 
5-245 6-260 7-271 8-286 9-292. 


Roxburgh omits Nicol and Gillespie 


GLASGOW, March 19, (Reuter): Manager Andy Rox- 
burgh has omitted Liverpool's Steve Nicol and Gary 
Gillespie from the Scotland soccer team to play Argentina 
on March 28 because neither player joined a World Cup 
fact-finding visit to Italy last month. 

“They were unavailable to us last time. We are simply 
unav ailab le to them on this occasion,” Roxburgh told 
reporters yesterday. “I said I would give preferential 
treatment to those who were with us in Genoa and that's 
what I’ve done.” 

“The last time they decided for their own reasons that 

they would not work with us, so I have given others the first 

bite of the cherry as I promised-” 


Roxburgh, whose team have qualified for their fifth 
successive World Cup finals and are in the same group as 
Brazil, Sweden and Costa Rica, said be was determined to 
secure as much player co-operation as possible in the run- 
up to Italy. 

The manager, whose team play the world champions at 
Hampden Park, is expected to give Hearts defender Creig 
Levon a full appearance while Norwich striker Robert 
Fleck and Hibernian midfield John Collins are also 
included. 

Scotland (from): Leighton, Go ram, Gough, MaJpas, 
Level n, McLeish. Aitken. Belt, Collins, McCall, 
MacLeod, McStay, MclnaJly, McCoist, Johnston, Fleck. 









Davis takes Mavericks past Hawks 





ATLANTA, March 20, (AP): 
Brad Davis made two 3-point 
baskets to spark a 12-point run 
and Sam Perkins scored 12 
pom is in the fourth quarter, lead- 
ing the Dallas Mavericks to a 
1 17-1 10 victory over the Atlanta 
Hawks in a. National Basketball 
Association game.- 

Davis put the Mavericks 
ahead to stay at 93-92 on a 3- 
pointgoal with 9:04 remaining in 
last night’s game. Over the next 
1:50, Roy Tarpley made a field 
goal, Davis got another 3-poin- 
ter and Perkins a basket to make 
it 100-92. 

Tarpley had 24 points and 14 
rebounds for Dallas. Perkins and 
Harper scored 21 points apiece 
and Davis came oft the bench to 
score 20. 

Dominique Wilkins had 32 
points for Atlanta, inducing 1 1. 
in the fourth quarter, Moses 
Malone added 18 points and 20 
rebounds. 

76ers108.Nete94 

Charles Barkley had 29 points. • 
15 rebounds ana 10 assists as 
Philadelphia took over-first place 
in the Atlantic Division with a 


108-94 victory over New Jersey. 
It was the Nets’ seventh straight 
loss. 

The 76ers broke a four-game 
road losing streak and moved a 
half-game ahead of the idle New 
York Knicks. Barkley also rea- 
ched double figures in three 
categories in a 110-93 victor 
over New York on March 7. 

Hersey Hawkins added 21 
points for Philadelphia and 
Derek Smith had 15. The Nets, 
losers in 26 of their last 29 games, 
got 19 points from Chris Morris 
and 18 from Lester Conner. 

David Robinson scored 34 
points and Willie Anderson had 
12ofhis 18 in the fourth period as 
San Antonio Spurs beat injury- 
riddled Phoenix, snapping the 
Suns' 19-game home winning 
streak. 

Terry Cummings added 23 
points and 10 rebounds while 
Robinson grabbed 14 rebounds 
and had blocked eight shots for 
the Spurs. _ 
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Al Hajri in his Rothmans Ford Branco 


Al Hajri set for Desert Challenge 


Dallas 

Philadelphia 
San Anl onto 

Utah 


III Atlanta 110 
108 NewJcnty 94 
H3 Phoenix Suns 102 
105 Sacramento 97 


SAEED AL HAJRI and his sen- 
sational Rothmans Ford 
Bronco, popularly known as the 
’’mean machine", head for 
Oman for the second round of 
the BP 2000 Desert Challenge for 
four-wheel drive vehicles. 

Following its first round test 
debut in Dubai early last month, 
the Rothmans Ford Bronco has 
benefited from a number of 
minor adjustments to fine-time 
and improve its performance, 
and de-brief meeting in the USA 
with top Ford Engineers 
provided the team with some 
expert advice. 

The suspension problem 
which robbed the Qatar ace of 


second-place in Dubai has now 
been remedied with a special new 
system developed and manufac- 
tured in England. 

Commented Al Hajri during 
testing, “this series is a new ven- 
ture for the Rothmans Ford 
Team. We are learning all the 
time. We have made -a lot of 
improvements to the Bronco 
since Dubai; it is quicker than 
ever, and we have even more 
developments planned for the 
Jordan event in July.” When 
asked about his chances in Oman 
he replied, “This event is going to 
be rough, which is very good for 
us because it will show just how 
well the Bronco handles such 


conditions. I am very confident 
of a good result" 

The BP 2000 Oman Cross 
Country Raid will be run in two 
legs tomorrow and Friday res- 
pectively. The gruelling route 
comprises 15 special stages 
totalling 330 kms., and the 
overall length of the event is 760 
Kms. A prologue stage will be 
nm tomorrow morning to deter- 
mine the starling order. 

Remaining rounds of the BP 
2000 Desert Challenge:- 
Oman — March 22/23. 
Jordan— July 26/27. 

Kuwait — Sep 27/28. 

Qatar — Oct 11/12. 

Bahrain — Nov 8/9. 


Bowling: Malcolm 19-4-60-3. 

DeFreitas 26.5-1-89-3, Lewis 11-2- 
47-0, Capel 9-0-42-1. Hemmings IB- 
5-48-1. 

ENGLAND second innings 

G. Gooch c and b Haynes 61 

W Larkins Ibw b Haynes 13 

A Stewart b Benjamin 15 

R. Smith not out 13 

R. Bailey b Haynes ... 7 

E. Hemmings Ibw b Beniamin 1 

D. Capel Ibw b Beniamin 0 

R Russell not out 0 

Extras (b-10 lb-3 w-i nb-1 1) 25 

Total (lor six wickets) ... 135 

Fall of wickets 1-38 2-98 3-104 4- 
131 5-132 6-132 

Bowling to date: Patterson 12-5- 
26-0. Benjamin 16-2-44-3. Haynes 
20-6-32-3. Baptiste 10-4-204). 


Only 14 may 
benefit from 
agreement 

NEW YORK, March 20, 
(Reuter): Only as estimated 14 
players stand to benefit from the 
salary arbitration agreement 
worked out early yesterday mor- 
ning that ended a 32-day lockout 
of spring training camps by 
Major League baseball's team 
owners. 

Representatives of the owners . 
and the players’ union agreed to 
a four-year (about contract yes- 
terday that will enable the 
baseball season to begin on April 
9, a Week later than scheduled, 
commissioner Fay Vincent 
announced. 

The settlement ended a dispute 

that had kept players out of 
spring training camps since 
February 15. 

The locks came off the gates of 
some of the camps in Florida and 
Arizona yesterday and the rest 
were to be open to players today. 

The first exhibition games will be 
played on March 26, Vinoent 
said. 

The new formula for salary 
arbitration eligibility, the major 
issue that had stalled the tallw; 
and threatened the 1990 baseball 
season, will affect very few 
players. 

Under the agreement, accord- 
ing to union chief Donald Fehr, 
players who have between two 
and three years of Major League 
service and have played 86 days 
of the season would enter a pool. 
Of that group, the top 1 7 per cent 
with most service time would be 
eligible for arbitration. 




SPORTS 


Cash dropped from Australian Davis Cup team 


S YDN EY, March 20 1 Reuter): Former Wim- 
bledon champion Pat Cash has been dropped 
from the Australian Davis Cup team and 
rep Iced by Mark Kxatzmami for the world 
group quarterfinal clash against New 
Zealand. 

Australian team captain Neale Fraser 
announced the line-up change in a statement 
•today after Kratzmann came into form at the 
Intcm***l«nal Players Championships in 


Florida over the weekend. Cash lost ignomin- 
lously in the tournament. 

The announcement came after Frazer bad 
discussions with some of the players and selec- 
tors, [be statement said. 


"That was the worst match I have played in 
my life. 1 didn't want anyone thinking this was 

the same guy who won Wimbledon," he said 
after the match. 


Kratzmann was excluded from the original 
squad announced last Wednesday although 
he was included in the unit which beat France 
3-2 in Perth last month. 


A despondent Cash confessed to playing 
the worst match ofhis life after bis first round 
loss to Bruno Oresar in Key Biscaye at the 
weekend. 


Cash broke his achillcs tendon in the Japan 
Open 1 1 months ago and is now attempting a 
comeback. In contrast Kratzmann on Sunday 
beat France's Yannick Noah 6-4 2-6 7-6 in the 
second round. 


The Australian 
Darren Cahill. Jofc 
Masur. 


mad is Kratzmann. 
Fitzgerald and Wally 


The quarter final tie wiD be played on the 
Milton grass courts in Brisbane. 


Tlvim football 

TTVIM CENTRE will bold the draw 


Edberg sails through 


of their 3rd annual 9-a-side later 
Village Football Tournament at 
Hold Caravan on Friday at 10.00 
am. For further information contact 
Casmiro, Tel. 2441860. 

Boy dies 

TAMPA, Florida, March 20, (UPI): 
A 18-year-old boy died of cardiac 
arrest after being hit in the chest by a 
pitch during a Little League baseball 
game, authorities said yesterday. 
Ry an Wojkrk went into card iac arrest 
when the baseball struck him in the 
chest near his left armpit during a 
game Sunday, said Hillsborough 
County Sheriffs department Sgt 
Gordon Davis. 

Fines upheld 

MILAN, Italy, March 20, (Reuter): 
Fines totalling five million lire 
(54,000) imposed by Napoli on 
Diego Maradona for missing two 
training sessions have been upheld. 
The Italian League's disciplinary 
committee said yesterday it has 
ratified two fines on the Argentine 
World Cup captain. 

‘Heavenly* punch 

MEXICO CITY. March 20, 
(Reuter): Mexico's Julio Cesar 
Chavez said yesterday he saved his 
title in the last round by knocking 
down American Meldrick Taylor on 
Saturday with a punch that came 
from heaven. “I don't know where 
that blow came from, but I believe it 
came from heaven and arrived down 
here." said Chavez, who defeated 
Taylor when the referee stopped the 
fight with just two seconds left in the 
12th round. 

Lithuania athletes 


Qualifier upsets Capriati 


MOSCOW. March 20. (AP): Sports 
officials in the breakaway Baltic 
republic ofLith uania have decided to 
withdraw their athletes from 
national Soviet competitions and 
keep them off Soviet teams in gen- 
eral, a published report said. 



KEY BISCAYNE, Florida, 
March 20, (AP): No. 3 seed 
Stefan Edberg bad an easy 6-2, 6- 
1 win over Amos Mansdorf yes- 
terday in the third round of the 
international players champion- 
ships, which was later postponed 
because of ram. . . 

Rising star Jennifer Capriati, 
meanwhile, experienced her first 
upset as a professional, losing to 
qualifier Nathalie Herreman of 
France 6-2, 6-4 in the fourth 
round of women’s action. 

Herreman, ranked No. 113, 
advanced into the quarerfinak of 
a tournament for the first time 
since 1987. 

Only three other singles mat- 
ches were completed before rain 
forced the postponement of play 
until this evening. 


In suspended matches, top- 
seeded Ivan Lendl led Marcelo 
Filippini 6-0, 4-2, and No. 2 Boris 
Becker led Jean Fleurian 3-1. . 

Capriati's record fell to 8-2 
since she started her pro career 
thi s month. The 13-year-old 
played well in her only other loss, 
to third-ranked Gabricla 


Edberg: thrashed Mansdorf 


Sabatini in the finals of the Vir- 
ginia Slims of Florida. 

While unheralded, Herreman 
had been playing well, losing just 
nine games in her previous three 
matches. 


“I didn't feel the pressure at 
all," the 23-year-old left-hander 
said. “1 was pretty cooL 

“I think there was more pres- 
sure on her than on me. 
Everybody wants her to win. It's 
difficult You can’t win every 
game.” 

Herr eman, combining topspin 
and slice groundstrokes, rarely 
gambled for winners and was 
content to keep the ball in play 
until Capriati made a mistake. 
The strategy worked, as the teen 
committed S3 unforced errors to 
33 for Herreman. 

Herreman broke Capriati 
three times for a 5-0 lead m the 
first set, which took just 30 min- 
utes. Capriati held serve at love 
for a 4-3 lead in the second set 
but Herreman broke serve two 
games later when Capriati made 
two unforced errors after the 
score had readied deuce. 

Edberg had been struggling in 
his previous matches in the tour- 
nament and was surprised at the 
way he played in his victory over 
Mansdorf. 

“I thought the match would be 
a lot tougher,” he said. “Amos 
played two good matches and 
won easily so far, and I had a 
difficult rime winning the last 
match. I came prepared for a 
long afternoon of tennis.” 


Kouros to race in Bahrain 


Joint team 

BONN, March 20,1 Reuter): The lan- 
dslide election victory of East Ger- 
many's unity-keen conservatives has 
boosted the prospects of a joint Ger- 
man team at the Barcelona Olym- 
pics. Leading West German sport 
sources said yesterday they would 
need only a year to organise a joint 
team once political unity had given 
them the go-ahead. 

British soccer 

LONDON, March 20, (Reuter): 
Results ofBrilish soccer matches yes- 
terday: 

English Division Two: Port VaJe2, 
Barnsley I. English Divison Three: 
Tranmere2,NottsCountyO. English 
Division Four Stockport 1. Gilin- 

ghpi n 0. 

Trial dale 


KOU ROS powerboat racer Mis- 
ha! A1 Jarallah and his throt- 
tleman Ananda Fernando will be 
racing in the Bahrain Offshore 
Powerboat Race on March 23. 
The race is the brainchild of Mis- 
hal AJ Jarallah. and is the island's 
first ever race. The organisation 
is under the control of Saeed 
Hareb of the Dubai Marine 
Club. 

Kouros. a man's fragrance 
from Yves Saint Laurent, has 
sponsored Jarallah for the whole 
of the 1989/90 racing season, 
which included races in Kuwait, 
Jordan and Dubai. A good result 


in the Bahrain event will be 
important to the team. 

The course will run over 71 
nautical miles, and die race will 
take place offshore from the A1 
Bandar Club at 10.30 am, under 
the watchful eye of senior gover- 
nment members. 

“I am proud to have been 
associated with this race,” said 
Jarallah. “Powerboating is a 
great sport, and one which I 
would liketo see spread through- 
out the region." 

Jarallah is partnered in the 
Kouros boat — a 32ft Cougcr 
’catamaran powered by triple 


Mercury 2.4s — by Sri Lankan 
throttleman Ananda Fernando. 

“We’ve done extensive checks 
and testing on the Kouros boat,” 
said Jarallah. “I think we’ve 
eradicated many of the difficul- 
ties, and we’ll be setting our 
sightsonagood result. However, 
it would never do to underes- 
timate the opposition, and we 
will be running against very stiff 
competition from the Victory 
team. Well be aiming to follow 
the inboards as nearly as possi- 
ble, and if anything happens to 
either of them, we’ll aim to be the 
ones to benefit” 


past Kafity 


LAS VEGAS. March 20, (AP): A 
federal judge yesterday set an April 9 
trial date for heavyweight champion 
Buster Douglas, who wants to break 
his contract with promoter Don 
King and fight under a potential 560 
million deal with the Mirage Hotel- 
Casin o. 

FFR president 


AGEN. France, March 20, ( Reuter): 
Albert Fer rase, outspoken pres- 
dient of the French Rugby Federa- 
tion (FFR), confirmed in bd 
interview to be published today that 
he would not stand again at the next 
elections in 1992. 

Spain’s coach 

MADRID, March 20, (Reuter): 
Spain’s national soccer coach Luis 
Suarez renewed his contract yester- 
day for four years, keeping him in 
charge until after the 1984 World 
Cup in the United States. 






SECOND-SEEDED Ghada 
Barakat wasted no time in secur- 
ing a spot in the women’s 
semifinals at the Kuwait Inter- 
national Hotel's 1990 Amateur 
Tennis Classic with a 6-1 6-1 vic- 
tory over Mae H. Kafity yester- 
day. 

In other women’s action: 

B. Jaafar struggled to a 4-6; 6- 
3; 6-4 win overS. KalikovaandS. 
Issa posted a 6-4; 6-1 victoryover 
Y. Mitera. 

In men's singles action: 

Top seeded S. Bushndq 
cruised through C. Brokmann 6- 
1 : 6-2 . 5th seeded Nabil H-Kady 
earned a walkover against 
Aubyn Hill; G. Zacherl ousted P. 
Daniel 6-0; 6-2; S. John rolled 
over A. Majewski 6-1; 6-1; A 
George overwhelmed T. Mitera 
6 - 2 ; 6-0 

In open doubles, top seeded 
M. Adham and S. Bushnaq 
streamrollcd M. A1 Jazirah and 
R. Vincent 6-0; 6-0. 


Woman convicted 


MishalAI Jarallah in action in his Kouros powerboat. 


Lawson seeks fifth world crown 


LONDON, March 20, (UPI): 
Eddie Lawson returns to the 
Yamaha fold this season after a 
brief, and successful, flirtation 
with Rotbmans-Honda, in 
search of a fifth 500cc world 
motorcycle championship. 

The cool Californian took the 
title last year for Honda, scoring 
points in every race except Italy, 
where he took part in a drivers’ 
boycott. 

He was never lower than fifth, 
but his fellow Californian, 
Wayne Rainey, now his team- 
mate at Marlboro- Yamaha, is 
sure to keep up the pressure he 
started last year. 

In 1989, Lawson called Rainey 
his toughest-ever competitor. 
This season Rainey will be out to 
dethrone the king. Out for both 
of them will be Texan KevinSch- 
wantz. 

Lawson had already won his 
first World Cup title before 25- 
year-old Schwantz joined the 
.Grand Prix circuit in 1986. 

In the last four years Schwantz 
has proved the championship 
material, as long as he can stay in 
the saddle. When he does, he 
inevitably wins. 


Last year Schwantz was on the 
winner's podium six times and 
six times did not score at all. 

“The title in 1990 is my target, 
but more than anything I want to 
finish every race,” Schwantz 
said. 

The Texan is the greatest 
exponent of the sliding turn tech- 
nique, perfected in years of dirt- 
bike racing. He leans into the 


curve until the back wheel begins 
to slide, then accelerates to 
straighten out. 

Following two less than lucky 
seasons, Lawson's reluctant 
1989 teammate, Wayne Gardner 
of Australia, will be out to exact 
revenge. 

Despite mid-season rumours 
to the contrary, Gardner elected 
to stay with Rothmans-Honda. 


The Aussie, who rides with a pas- 
sion few can match, wants to 
recapture the title he stole from 
Lawson in 1987. 

In 1988 he was forced to con- 
cede defeat when, at the end of a 
neck-and-neck fight, Lawson 
was handed the title when the 
season's final race in Argentina 
was scrapped. 

At the beginning of the 1989 
season, a euphoric Gardner won 
his country’s first ever Grand 
Prix. A week later at Laguna 
Seca, California, he broke his leg 
in an accident he admits was the 
result ofhis own error, and put 
himself out for most of the 


ROME, March 20, (AP): It will three 
years before the “Joan of Arc” of 
Lazio’ssuperfans will attend another 
game of her beloved Rome soccer 
team. 

Isabella di Giovanni, 21, has 
become the first woman in Italy con- 
victed of violence at a soccer game. 

She was one of six people arrested 
at the Flammio Stadium on Sunday 
after police waded into the stands to 
hah pitched battles between suppor- 
ters of Lazio and its arch-nval, 
Roma, and to keep the fans from 
invading the field. 

Di Giovanni spent a night in jail, 
received a 100-day suspended sen- 
tence and was barred from attending 
games for three years. 


Dahabiyeh 
holds onf or 
fine victory 


Lawson in action last season. 


season. 

“After breaking my leg last 
year I wanted lots of practice on 
the new bike to prepare myself 
both mentally and physically," 
Gardner aid. “I’m happy with 
the progress of the new machine, 
and we are ready to have a real go 
at winning back that title.” 

In testing at Suzuka last week. 
Gardner was inside Schwantz’s 
lap record for the circuit, though 
teammate Michael Doohan. 
another Australian, was less for- 
tunate. 


HASSAN DAHABIYEH, fin- 
ancial consultant at the Com- 
mercial Bank of Kuwait, eked 
out a fine victory to win the St 
Patrick Cup at the H unting and 
Equestrian Golf Club last 
Friday. 

This annual event is hosted by 
Stan and Kate Marshall, long 
serving members of the club, who 
recently returned to reside in 
Kuwait. 

The St Patrick Cop is contes- 
ted by members of the Hunting 


and Equestrian Club under the 
Stableford scoring system. 

Hassan Dahabiyeh (20) car- 
ded 32 points to win on a count 
back from Saud A1 Hajiri (10) 
also with 32 points. Third place 
was won by Peter Benham (1 3). 

Guest members contested the 
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All trie winners with their medals. 


American School holds 


THE American School of. 
Kuwait held its annual Sports 
Day March 10 and 11 Tor the 
Middle and High, school 
students. The event took place at 
the stadium of the University of . 
Kuwait in Shuwaikh. 

Students participated m track 
and field events, and daring the 
competition many records were., 
broken. 

Outstanding performance in 
the middle school were- by: 
Tamer Ai Sbawa in the 100 
metres (1 1*7), in the 200 metres. 
(25 B 4) and in the 100. hardies 
(15*8). Anadechi Owuxxwanne 
in the shot put (10.74),Riham 
Khoury in the 800 metres 
(3T2*0) and in the 1,500 metres 
(6'47H, Amal Shtayyeh in the 
100 metres (14*25), Dina El 
Mofti in the long jump (3.92), 
Luma Hameed in the shot put 
(7.50). Sarah Hunt in the 200 
metres (31*15) and Maaria 
Mozaffar in the 3,000 metres 
<14'53*0). 


In the high school competi- 
- tion, Hatem Ghashan (1 1*3) and 
Rami Sweis (1 1 * 6 ) were the best 
in the 100 metres, Floyd Mom- 
djian in the 110 hurdles (19*6) 
and the 400 hurdles (67*0), John 
Longshore in the '800 metres 
(2* 19*0) and the 3,000 metres 
00 , 08”),and Shame O’Connorin 
the high jump (1.75). 

• In the girls division Jodi Cloud 
was best in the shot put (7 .88); 

' Aind Tang Pederson in the 1,500 
metres (6'39*), and 3,000 metres 
(14' 10*), and finally the bod 
female athlete of the Sports Day 
Haneen Al Rayes in the 100 
.metres (13^),- 200 metres (28*4). 
arid thelongjump (4.28) were the 
most outstanding athletes. 

The Department of Physical 
Education of the American 
School would tike to thank the 



Sporting Activities Department 
of the Kuwait University for the - 


help and support .they provided 
for the success of Sports Day 
1990. 


Two competitors .vie 
. , place. . 
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Al Hilal, 


AL HILAL and Unity earned the righttd meet each 
other in the final of the Kuwait independence Tro- 
phy by defeating Flying Arrows and Ruwait Cos- 
mos respectively at the Ahxnadi grounds on Friday. 1 

In the semifinals, Al Hilal extracted revenge for 
their Champions Trophy loss when they beat Flying - 
Ajtows by a second half solitary goal. Al Hilal 
completely dominated the game and forced 6 pen- 
alty comers as against 1 of Flying Arrows.Time and 
a gain they raided the Flying Arrows citadel but 
Issac m the goal kept the scoreboard dean. 

Flying Arrows could not co-ordinate .anddid. not 
look li ke the team that had defeated. Al Hilal last 
Friday, despite this skipper Martin made a solo 


5 Unity’s itetide left Moon excelled in tite attach, 
time and again placing apt passes to the olher 
forwards but due to the poor fimshmghis hard work: 
went unrewarded. However during one of these 


Sr made no mistake from 
stroke to put Unity 2 up. , 

. Despite playing wi tfr 1 Gpl 


resultant penalty 


sprinted run from the mid-field dribbling psst the 
defenders only to flick the ball wide oflT the post. 
Except for this flicker of hope, Flying Arrows were 
outplayed in most departments®! theganK. i . 

Ironically to top their miserable forma defensive 
lapse in the 12th minute of the second half saw Al 
HflaTs ever alert skipper Mahmoud pounce on this 
blunder to catch Issac on the wrong foot to score the 
winning goal. ■)' )' ■ • 

The second semifinal between Unity and Kuwait 
Cosmos was a more exciting affair. Both; teams 
played attacking hockey and Unity ope ned t heir 
account in the first half when the. enterprising 
Iftekar lunged forward-to deflect an apt cross from 
outside left Mahmoud. . 


Despite playing with !0 players. Cosmos moun- 
ted tremendous pressure in search forthc equalisers 
and pulled one back. Xavierwas fouled in the “Dee” 
when attempting to score and he converted the- 
result&nt penalty stroke. Rosario played a vital role 
in Cosmos’ defence. Cosmos’ last chance to forre a ■ 
draw came in the dying minutes of the game. Glen 
receiving a through ball on the 'right flank from 
Xavier sent a thunderous ball across theTJuky" 
penalty area but none of his colleaguescouki encash 
on this opportunity. However, Unity scraped 
through to their 4th consecutive finals. - •, L. 

Draws for the Young Goans Trophy will be held 
at the hockey pavilion on 23rd March; all dub 
representatives are kindly requested toattend- Thls 

t™.!.., l.. l. j . - 


Mr Tony Fernandes. '■ ■ 

Games scheduled for Friday: 2 .(X)pm^ Cosmos/ 
Flying Arrows — semifinals of the Frankie 
Memorial; 3.30 pm — Unity/AJ Hilal — finals of the 
Al Mulla Mitsubishi Trophy. ;; 


Resolution Trophy 




THE Pakistan Resolution-Tro- 
phy cricket tournamra Lwffllake 
place at the Nadi Al .Nasr, Jleejb 
Al Shuyoukh, on Friday.- 
Officials of the Pakistan 
Embassy are expected ten be 
present at the openingedrimpny 
of the evenL The following trams 
are taking part in (he competiv- 
tion: Pakistan Central Cricket :■ 
Club, Farwaniya XI, Quaid-e- 
Millat Cricket Oub and Kheitan ■> 
Brother’s Eleven. 


Referees assod.afipD 


AH the winners 


Leprechaun Cup which was won 
on a count back by Adhan Assaf 
(5) who scored 36 points from 
K.H. Chung (5) also with 36 
points. Third place went to Com- 
petition Secretary H.S- Shim (12) 
with 35 points. . - • 

The best score by a lady golfer 
went to power hitter Deidre 

Brero( 14) who carded 32 points:. 


Second prize went to K. Hersle 
also with 32 points. 


CD. Jeon (28) won the prize 
for the best nine hole score of 20 
pointson the front nine. While A. 
Ratal (27) won with 1 9 points for 
the best score on the back nine. 

Karim Siddiqui (32), 12-year- 
old school boy, won the prize for 
the best junior. 


THE ninth Annual .-General 
Body Meeting of the- Indian' 
Football Referees ; Association 
was held last Friday'ndd the foll- 
owing were elected; as: office' 
bearers and members of theinainH 
aging committee'ior th&'yeat. ' v* 
President: \AJE, D ’Souza;} 
v ice-Presiden fc >P.SJ : Monteiro; 
Hon. Secretary: AJ. Fernandes;' 
Hon. T reasurer: ..Dtfs RebeSd; 
Members: J.M. Rodrigues; S.AV 
Anes, A.M. .Antaoand _I.S. 
Rodrigues. - : 
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